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SAIGON~=A yoaor ago yosterday, Maj, Gens Neuyen Khenh in his
first owift, silent coup d'etat entored the Prime Minister's Office with
three stars, o modost black goatee and a reputation for being a
memeEn an expert polkter playoars
Today, he sports four stars, a Genghis Khen goatee nlus
moustoche snd the wimuer of on importent round of political gombling,
A yoow ogoy he wos the frontmen Prime Hinister for pm other pomerals
endpoliticel rivals; todeh today he is the behind=thescenes ptrongnen
officielly nemed ovly commender-in-chief of the Vietnomese Armed Verces
end Chedrmen of the # poverful Amed Forces Council, which has now offketeliy—

becdime o supor-govermment meling e}d key decisions in the anti~Communi ot

sphere of influcnce in Viet Nam,
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ono of the surest bots in Viet Nam & now ia that this epring
tho 3?%%@%?& s
‘ = y;eemm&-mm his om ammmum
Tlo 4m, in short, _the man of the moment—but the moment
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"e have now come full cirele back to Jemuary lact yeor,®
one Viectnemece politicen expleined. m more accurately the circle
i3 actuelly in three-dimension en ascending spirel for Khonhe The
full oircle is Amoricen loglo; the ascending spirel is Vietnomese
dialection.

"This yoor has boon o repetition of history--but also the
evolution of history., Thore ore mony changes in the yoars Then Ehenh
firat came tomr,hammgwhheammtmm
Bow he still longs for these thimgs, but he vigorously protests he
does not want thom,

"fio's uning as a politloal axiom 0 soquire the Prosidency
that olé Prench proverbs If you i‘a%lw the woman, she will fm floos
if you retreat, she will follow you."

(Moxre)

K!zmhis mMatW of the mwmnwm
et o sheiviking anti~Comoundet sphoree
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“Khanh hes losrned his politleal 2R0%s wellpy ho's much
wore meture,” ¢the politican continued. "o ceaume to pover climing
olinging to ﬁm fmoricens; now he's bullt the lamege of Leing
nildly anti-ixoricsn and a move indepondent Vielnsiiese loador.”

Puring the pest yesr Khenh feiled to load his metion in the
anti-fomvmund st ware-a dask the free world asaigned to himw-but he sunceeded
%o survive, which is all ?iammmm of hime His polioy of
mapviral=-considering the initial odde-wwsa in ituelf a political

sohievsont, 1f not e political phoneusnon, 8o
OLOIVOrSe

"hen Khenh entered the Frime Winister's Office, the /mericen
polioy, which supported him with verying degrees of effectivencss during
his rise and fall from power, was to Duild a strongmen regimo, aided
by visits of smerican Defense Seoretary Robert Mollamere and Seoreciary
of State Deon Rusk,

Thie polioy in 1964 we s effected with visidle semi-success,
policy =ill be continued in an almost last~ditch sttempt to meintein
& politionlly steble govermment vith a high degree of centralised
power resting in the hando of Khenh, The promspeot is thet this
plen will be implemented at all costo--and will sucoceced if at all possible.
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vhen Klianh entod onteved the Prime Uinister'@ 0ffice last
January, he wes in fact only the frontman for a coalition of
right-wing generals and politicel partiecs; he himself considered
kis immediste euemiecs were in his rear--and not the Viet Cong Commmist

puerrillas in the frontiine. m But nowy a year later,

despite hoeing toppled from office by rioting siudents, he had in one

wey or snother oifffinated all personal political end militery . et

ant I~Cenmuni st
n and eliminated all political orgenizations which could

gompete for his position=
But, if Fhemn as ¥hanh's pover comtinued to inoresse so hes
that of nhis enemies and potential oppositionists, FKhanh hos establicshed for

himself and the azmed forces more and morve control--but in a shyinking

political-military
world as the Viet Cong Communists tighten their grip on the peasant

masses ond as the Buddhists inorease their political influence
on the urban MOSe0ss
*"The Armod Forces—-and Khanh--hsove more and more control
over less and less torritory and fewer and fewer people," one Vieinamese
ohoerver noted,

(Hore)
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fhonh's cwsent ainte of deatefon 4 in roied comtrest to
b&m-mmﬁ%ﬁwmﬁn@mh}am@mw&m@m‘wmﬁa&
e bls to coumter the rloiing stulantn domonstzetions, orsenised by tho
Baddaiste ond pelitdecl purtlsc, ok were %o torpled hin fyom the
Mwmgmmmmmmwmmamh&wwm noo thony
k%mﬁmimmmmm&ameMa
mmwwwmmmwmtwmm«
hoe oloo srovm move decisive end povorfule

mgzm*ﬂmsmmmmm
aran Yen Buons fron effice  bestowed upon Khanh the "task of » solving the
Prenftent procent ordsise” Patrdl; 46 +hdch ¥ he =21l agedn Yo confronded
mmmwnmm‘mwm.m But to solve the
mmMMmew-umumwumau Thorh,y
clzendy ~dopting the wols of the grest comprocifesy w11 thweuh
mwmmwmmwmmtmmmmm
Hences tho unity of the metion will weoty not on roliglous tnlt cmeng
verious veligious or vogional @& b wpon o confusion of
choolk ond dalsmses in vhich eoch fection will be pitohed agednst coch
other pethorn them agninet Ehonh or the governmonte
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while contaiming, though not solving, the immdiate problem
of political inetability within the enti-Commmist sphorc, Fhenh
is simultoneously faced with the even grecter thveat from his true
ensmy~mthe VietOong Commumtsts, who #hrouchout, tho po-t yoo have

mmmmea In w1k oty miohi sol Smstossat Welh 3 pnmfiwal influcnce

,/ e e

L Py e & o i ‘ 4‘-3!’"}
Henoe,! with 5 tmeefront ver-epoliticel stadility in tho rearTMHes

and the Commnmint menonoe in the Trontlinc.

'@m Ehorh ic the most capeble leeder on the anti~Communist side to
wage this two=front voare Ho km ic concidered the best pelitioiam among
the generals and the strongest generel Ly the puliﬁoian&

The biggest gamblo of el for Kherh is % o ftor one lost

Zmidih shothor or not the problems eve too
enpromous and imaaiate to solved or to smothers
'mmﬁmom are thot if Khenk loses this hmbm, the
Viet Cong Conmuniois will cash in most of the chipss

."’
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