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KBS SANH, VISTNAM, MARCH 25=In the anmals of recent

Vietnam »rar{c‘are, the aigﬁature'm imprint of General willizm Cs n ;
N.-L.”‘ {117
weatmorelfmd, whose reassignment from here as over-cll-eemmesd imerican

/D PRaq b o
'f”\l wom:ncier has been recontly W announced by President Lyndon B.

Johnson, is most indelibly etched here at this besieged Amerman Marine

@ G\l’ﬁpﬁ) asta
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Khe sanh represents the dead end, oF the self-destruction;

of Yeutmorslondts scarch-—and-destroy mr&wéﬁ*"‘"ﬁm f‘utilit? of his sob-
so-called i‘ar*mr& ptrutogys —Buty heowu orraland’fs was net hieg foremost
P AS

5 his military objective~~the Communiet main force

\--&___

downfsll as much ¢

vhardhat" units, either Horth Vietnamese oF ?iﬁffgf?& :gg;a
Westmoreland sirategy was based on the WITEA elassié‘é dostrine

atudied by young cadets at Westpolnt where the general was once
auy.erimsndﬁnﬁmﬁamely, to &ggrsaaiveiy and offensively carry the

war to his mein-force enemy, %o search, fimi and then destroy him and
his meterials Ehe Senh, a ministure QM»/ was born from &
search~ond=deztroy operation, b};‘fjmw the Americen ground troops™ax here
are sitiing rather than »eamm;gg are being destroyed without destroying
their enemy. Instesd of moving forward, the American elsments are

~sageon s immaobilized in one four-square~mile bases ;Kh& sanh is not

the exception to the Westmoreland stralegyy but m-fg its extreme,
her Khe Sanhs in Vieinam,

terminal version of it. There &re. agd

erented for other gs reasons in other regions.
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To o8 sucoeed Tully, We-o tmam}.ana’s stPEg strategy would

1ve centradioted directly the stated war Q%ﬁ éi‘ the Amarican government,
Fory the militerily logical extonsion of %ﬁtmarelam*s stretegy
ha&m%mbe to search where most of his main-foros enemy was mont of the time
in tms; gjriz[ test mass, This demanded the inviasion of Nerth Vietnam—

or any other country where they sought sanetusry. Westmoreland's
strategy ob would obviously feil if he searched for his enemy where they
did not exist; &t best it could only partislly succeed if he searched
for his enemy where only some of them exi sted some of the time inm their
most scaitered fam.~ But; the Johnson Administration was opposed to
the extension of the ground wer. The Administrations esosIEtisn
initial escalation of the wer with the ate three~ycar sir bombardment

of :ﬁ%;r‘ah Viotnamf/ 414 not solve General Westmoreland's main-force
problem in they Sputhe
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Khe Sanh isik the precise ministure of this sontradeitio
coniradiotion. To continue hié forward stretogy with any pw;mée
around Khe Sanh, Vostmorelsnd is logloally forced to oross the border
into Lsos or inte the North, But, the this is also wnasceptsble %o
the sizted wigiéﬁmg&gg“liay war policy of the American govermment.
Unlike Heyrace Greeley, Westmoreland can not go weste—or srmmm northeed ther,
In short, Westmoreland attempted to employ a conventional
war sirategy, which She his own government neguted by never stating or
possessing the conventional war aim of victorye—the finsl or desizive
destruction of the eneny,.
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Logioally,
: clearly, mﬂh&ng has to gives Bithe soverment's

war aﬁ.& fm c}mnsad has to change~-or msw@sz Ewgtr&wgy has to chengoe

To re» replace Vestmoreland does not necessarily mammm chonge his strategye
vestmoreland's search-and-destroey strategy was nurtured

by his obsession and shoped by his double dilemna, The Vestmoreland

éba@mim was ‘kha invagion by North Vietnimese battslions and mgimts

s e

mm tha 'm: gamllaig This was not Weotmorsland®s ﬂm’* obsession alone-—
it was the fear of avery mav‘iean general here who sdvised and trained the

Vietnamese zm sinoe 19541 w@gtmres.am, b

e

the first ‘mericen coamender of ﬁ.gariean combat troops here, simply gave
it an merican overlay. Because of this obsssaion, Westmoreland, like
hisk predecessors wented & highly mehile, heavily armed saavsmiwal

force 4o meet the invesionm, which ﬁmy was envisioned in Kam&x W&xw

styoe terms of the Kerean Var nighimares
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vestmoreland's obsesaion evolved into a renlity, but

i,nva sions The

i disgiaﬁ.lar to the nig;hmm af tha
Vietnsmese invasion) dopended on the auppm of m insurgensy

apparatus and meehinej in Koros, it depended solely on a mass of

men and materisle Yet, when the North Vietnamese invasion was

firet confirmed in mid-1964, VYesimoreland's commond é.éiéan& its
existence, Then the invasion began to i% flourish in 1?5 1965~1966,
wgatmoreland was unsble to stop it«‘ And nowy, Khe Sanh epitomises the
ultimate frustration of that e‘baeasiem, S thsﬁ\ﬂerth Vietnemese,

with tanks, trucks end artillery, swirl "f‘the environs of this

- American base ¢smpe

==more reunter = =



Z0RC BAg
vy 1ip
wosty 7 (normass/deepe)

It was during tha initial buildup of American forces

in 1965, when the allie& hsla the balance of forces, fhat the oriticism

"‘";:”’ S -
of %estﬂaral&nilg ébsesainn$ mi mﬁin»farce abaassﬂan hﬁl& by wés%ﬁ%rsland

and his prnaeag&r pradaeeaaars was most intense. ' The oritioism of
leatmorelond at the that ¢ime and since does not seem to apprecinte

his double 4ilemna,

His first dilemna, whioh shoped his conventionzlied
Vi
conventionalized m strategy, Wwas that he hadim to fight with the
SRR

military mochine he was given to command, "He obv “w%aty obviously

W
ean not fight with a machine he doesn't have," one x western diplomat
noted during the buildup period, "And he doesntt have the political-
seoncmic=military counter—insurgency machine he needs to wage this war."

At & higher level, thig was not simply Westmorelaond's dilemns in Vietnam,

but it is Americats ﬁilam&n in o dilemna in other wnder-developed countries
for the next decsde, The current eriticism of Westmorelsnd here is tat
that he never attempted to adjust, or de-conventionalize, American
military power herea
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Hys second dilemna was +that the Vietnsmesme army and

. para=military foxces, delegnted to try to control the insurgenoy aspects
of the situstion $§§?tutaiée his control end command, although not &%
outside his pocketbook and persussion. Iy American {roops were
assigned to X% control the insurganug-@van ﬁg they had the capabilitice
of doing so--then they could nst"ffﬁ?*ﬁ;;fii§“ﬁiﬁ mainwfoégguébaasaiang
Buky And, if he attempted to command the Vietnamese army, then he

again contradicted Americs's political aim--to support an independent
goverrment (nf whznh the army is the mast}yaw@rful part)y rather than
imposing the coleni&l will of %ae Frenoh in another era.
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tnd, so Westmoreland, hoving to fight with the machines
: in his hends, tossed the Americen units into the mainforce % battle
arena, of whish ¥he fenh is the dead-end, and he gr&duflly aghifted the
o, \ﬂﬁi\!’\j; 1A r«-.',é-» \»M ?f’ 7"’
48 ﬁh\hi 3iﬁtﬂﬂ 958 rioxﬁaa intqfihe gqa §§§§n u&mifiﬁﬁurgenay arensy O WEION

"’v,dwml"
the ru

ruins of Hue aymbolize his misealoulation. In Huey

st

the extreme symble symbol of the Vistnamese failure, North Vietnemese
units marehed into the city without a battle, The battle come as tTHSy
the North Vietnamese held the Gity an& the Allies attempted %o reteke its

Hue then logically symbolized the final feilure of the 7 westmoreland

sofGh- search-snd destroy strategys the enemy battolsions were EEELFEex
pattalions snd regiments slipped wder the nose of thelr 5eake/rs

and sppesred in the heartlend of the "fF¥ei "friendly" ] they were
destroyed not in Nerth Vietnemy, nor in the jungleéAéf ¥he ﬁanh, but in

thg ﬁreeﬁa of Euﬁ:wbere they also sperked the destruction of a Vietnomese

i RIS ASIE ROP

citya
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In ahﬁr‘k, ggegtmwalam based nis htrategy

on the resources and military machine had had to aammwm é%/d no

0L o

ba s s%::' egy on meeting the Communiste? strategy AGPOEIENGSCOCT
/}g? ¢ ? L ng &

SF Tevelutiolr revolutionary warfares Buty in 1965-1966, when
the balanoe of forces lay in westmorelandts hands, oritics dld

propose an adfustm adjustment of the Americen military machine——
a different 4 depiamnem of American troops rother than in the

jungles scarching for mein-force uni toe
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These oritics argued that the strategy of Westmoreland'y
stpuotion strategy of snnhiliation of his enemy should give

nagaﬁivalégg

way to the protection of the Vietnamese populationy that the military

ebjeﬁtive was not the eney anamy‘a main force, buﬁ %za lac&lfguerrillas
and polztieal sadre who fed nurtured the o in end aﬁﬁﬁﬁ?%’ﬁ'the invasions
that instead of fighting the %h;.;; the jungles, American troops

ghould be fcrgingwgvahialé around a perimeter of the people. For without
the people, the Viet Cong could not win, even with a Korean-astyled

invasions
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But Westmoreland overruled thely-speeTrily gpecifically
ordering la:::'gewméle %?ée offensives around the demilitariced zone,

with the end result of awnm number of Khe sanhes

ﬂﬁtﬂ?hs concept of the people- p@riiéé%‘éi?

losing its valiéy validity, for the Communists are not only mas:ing

) ~
around Mpevimaters; but in the suburbs and the city propers To
these oritics, if Westmoreland has notda lost their people's wor,
he has ot least lost times

Fory mdéar Vestmoreland, the Vietnam war has come
full=cirele from one low point %o snother. On & tri-dimensional,
vezggel vertioal spirel, Vestmorelandts wor ssoalated wildly,
in the air over North Vietnam and Leos with high-altitude B-52's
and double-the=speed—~of=-sound Phantoms, and oy= the ground with more
than & half million Zmerican IXOODSe But, horizontally, on a flaty
one~dimensional plane, Westmoreland's wer has come full oircle. X
Phe Westmoreland of 1904, when h@ assumed command here in mir%z{»,sr,

DpRAtrcopPelS FAD me
gew the Vietnumese atrategm TESETVe) BoMENtATi Ly emlmm& and then

defeated by Viet Cong regulers using W Phase II &0 Mobile mrfa:;e taotms.
L A

The Westmoreland of 1968 sees more snd more of the Ama—rioanmtrat@giu

reserve rushed to Vietnam, &s American Merines in Khe Sanh are encircled
’ﬁ;}:}%grth Tietnamese units using Phase III positional warfore taotioss

fha Wactmaralend of 1064 saw the Viet Cong seizing sontrol of the
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The Westmoreland of 1968 sees the Comm®s Communists suffocating the cities
and strangling the pacification progralls

will the Westmorel nd strategy survive without Westmoreland?
Op will the rR Westmoreland's successor, still uniEiet un-announced,
resonsider the peoplets perimeter concept? Or ig it too late to change?
nIe itts not too lute, it's gertainly getting later," one officer
explained,

Tietnam has now maintainedyXSFIRMOOCHEETT its traditional

heritage 2s a graveyard for gﬁnerals, governors, governor-generals and
N O Mg € ,{,;,,v,;,y(;)
ambassadors., And it ﬁau-nntlE% beoconing a limbo for military strategles.

In this "Basty versus Westy" sonflict, the illeogic of the pocident
hachf momentarily, at leasi, been mmERewEscutilonked by the

diflectics Of the Communists.

(Hanks I'11 pre=dy probably file only one more story
this week. I feel in need of some rest, However, April first is
first yenr cnniversary of Vietn'mese constitution, Do you want a two
or three psrt series, using this as a pivot, to appraise the Vietnomes &
government developments? Do heve we had mm enough series for awhile?
Appreciste oable. Regards Bev)a
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