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PLOIEU, SGUTH VIED lidlie-fhere now sppesrs to bo 28 distinot
wore in Viet Hems

Tho halfwwap, vhich oould eesily touch off o clobal mry, ds
boing waged” mﬁeﬁ’ horay oaoross the 17th per-ilel in
lorth Viet Hame :

within South Viet Uemy the other two wars con be mont resdily
seen in the Pledku, ___ miles north s “HELAOR on hoedouortors of
1% Corpn Core mwmm whore the nllitory vor dn
Vietnom in noat mosdox cpuninl, 2 Thie i on offencoin, on-onsdn
ocnventionol vag 4n vhich co increseing nurber of Nowth Miotnomese
Aroy andte-esometinos opevating in regimontel atrencthe-hold virtual
oontrol of the countryeide and are now swmllowing up govornmont distriet
heodounrtorss towns, Three of those toms have fallen into thedr

hendes in this areny

mericon polioymrkers, oimse the depavture of eawetory of Dofence
Rohert 9, Hollemoarg, clecorly plen t0 veactich of thoe hozth Vietnamose
nildtory oncalation by mﬁhmmam 2008,

Mm&w fichting on thin £1licka



poge 2

Inoronaingly bloody battlos nare prediotod on this in this wap
of memontary, but mobile fromtlines. Thie wer mey beoome, in tho
wordo of an imericen corgoont, "o Jittle Koren,®
scoond wop 48 becoming inoreceing impovtont, however, It is
fighting, It ie 1i%tlo recogniszed by Amorican voliyoma polioymekorsas
The simple foot is thnt the Commumicto ave @&MM and more

d=r 4o bocoming inorease increasingly unrelated to vhother or not
mwmﬁummmmw-ﬁwm.
The ronson in inoroceingly in :thim-area & basic Hao=Tso-Tung-iwms
"Politicsl povor oames out of tho bdarrel of a gm."

Bot far fyen Pelik Ploiku oity this weck, ¢the Comuniste

into the ovomly killing 12 and wounding 26
"fhis 1o the way the Comemmnisto godn contrel of the population,”
Soldea 1 persussion tho desisive footor for the poo peoplest
(o)



In meng oanco, the populotion, eepocielly emong the Memct
h wnt foroes, vhioh are wmeblo to provide adoquate soourity
in their inclated villo es and outpoots, and vhich ave unwilling to
pull tho population into & major seourdty conos ——éz"*““‘* Sl
These two wore, running in perallel, mmmmmm
8 8 a pyronid, The peok of the pyranid is growndng highor and
highor ~Ath & tho inowessed osocalation of North Vietarmese unite
in-outt] south Viet Nem Dut move inommcploucusy tho heco of tho
pyrenid s leo groving Sntemsnatafumtum broodor ol broader
not only in the coumntvyside, but olso in tho tomme, ond through
wmermod cubesy mbversive ocento 4n Bigmy s

{1omo)
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The cuffont jmoricon otyotegy -Athin South Viotnen is %0 attompt
to kood off the pook of the pyremid by bringing inté the wur o
preponiorance of manpowor, firopowor and & aiwpowem,  Thio otratogy
in dooigned o foroe North Yiotnem to acoept political negotiotiono,
op, o the military ofdo, %o fovce the intermal Commmist forces
to collapse enoo the Foguley wiito eve pulverisod—4f that cen bo donee

Belloble sources comcider this %o bo the ommobing gamble of tho waws
coumiry-dde, the wor is o totel wopy, dmwolving overy facet of his
are virtuslly kidnspped iMo into z cexving tho Viet Cong or

lavios, Tithin the citdes, all the sosds into

of food ond commmiostionss Iven vithin holf-nilo frem tho comps
hosdonerters the Conmmist ctop food producevs, zofusing to pormict
pormit '&MWMW‘&M%W oity of Plodku,




2} wore

Tho price of rice hos doubled in Ploiku olty=-df 1t con Do found
on the blagh mesitet, In the outlying outposts; rice is in cuch

oo months® wages of fop five days of rioccs
Politlonlly, oven within the odty of Floiku, “sach Viotnomeno

ioue of nnothory, foaping thoy are Commumicte,” 4m the words
of o Vieln-meoo clozks Sociologionily, Hontagnesd fomildos ldving
in nroco undop Viet Cong controlw-ovon if thot control lasts only
for onc night~—oye ofton forced to move deaper into Viet Comg vonos,
In mony casony ﬁmsﬁthm&m
into Tiot Cong oronss

“anc-ienn pilots flying ovor the countryside often zeport they
mmmmmmmm* en Amoricon odvieor to the
Vietnemooo provinee otaff exploineds “The Nontagnayd tribosman
sdmply puat thedir wooden houses on their bocke ond move omy, I
have to tell 2@ tho pilote "What the holl do you wvant me to do about
it%, There's nothing I cen doe

"I £1y oll over the provinoe every days” the provinclsl edvicor
euvlrineds “Sometines I coe o Communist squed mewehing down the vood
in otrict formntions Thoy ell sop otop Ww@mmm
¢he helicoptors Or comotimesy I ceo Comumiote ddgging up o voo &
the goverrment uced.to contvols They dp otop digping ond wave ob moe”
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Mildtorily, within the pest thvee monthe, thewe hos been w0

S ————————

offenoivo operaticn in the Pledlm arco of the countrys 0ll oporations

A major probleom for the Vietnemeso govermment
plosmers 48 %0 swply vioce, blomkets cod other nocossary items t0
refugoes from aveos undor Viet Cong atteck, This i tweniocd 2o o
logintionl rroblomesa topspriority logisticel problom=-tut there io
ourrently no dmoginntive progren on the port of the enti-Cormmict
~180 to reenottle the vofggees im mojor socurdty nomoo vhich can become
mmwmmvmammmmmmmw
cddos mmmasmemmmwmm
notive vifmsM@ gon not at this time or in the foroscecble

In his description of the Trench defot ten yoors agdy tho

ohiof Gomorel Vo Nguyem Glapy 4n his brilljent
bods "Poople's Vamj Peoplo's Zr Amy," dosoribod the pooplots var
in those worday "ssetho Viotnemooe (Commmist) Awny, though vory woek
metorinlly was & pooplo's azny, This feot 4o that the vey in Viotnm i
not oy the Gpposition of two ssndoss In provaking hostilities, tho ag
aorrossive coloninlicte hod alicnated a chole natlons indy indood,
the whole Vietnomose motion, the ontize Vietmomese people om0 ngninst
sheme Unshble %0 grosp this profound tsuth, tho French gemevels who belleve

in on coesy viotory, mmwm&. mwwmxﬁ
¢ tho latior smmm
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were going to smash theme™

tfter following Amcricsn Soarotary of Defense throughout
the 1T Gorps a voo ovound Fleikn, vhich vero dotted with the
charzed remaine of the Prench Indo~Chifiese China ez, one Vestern
obcarver cuipped, “The Mmericans will have to write & mew bodk
called "Poople's Verj MNcNemera's Army'.™
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