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DANANG, SOUTH VIETHAM, JULY 2-=Allied intelligence sources in the rnEFIFE™nH
northem pmv:.nces around the demilitarized zone believe the quality of Commnist
fighters ha)@mhed dramatically in recent months--but, in re‘ha,m, the Communist

—anh RE
high command has won time in funneling increasing ¢ of men into battlefield
pessietisy- posi tions.
"It looks as though the enemy's maeking his maximm effort now, " one Allied

: s

intelligence source W explained, "He's speeded up his training sfimmemm
schedules of men—so he's getting a poorer quality fighter, He's tenacious to

maintain contact and to keep pressure on Allied units. This gives the impression

in Vietnam he's in charge, but in fact, he doesn't have the overall military strength
to back up his position. But, the political aspects W (of the Vietnam ﬁ) war)

ore such his wilitary m weaknesses might not matter,”
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Even cautious Allied inﬁolngum sources—not Imown for voicing efficially

top-quality Viet Cong and North Victnamess officers--including some at batialion
and reginental command levels-—are voluntarily defecting to the Allied side.

For ezample, mApr.u 22y on fmerican officer recalled that four North
Vietnamese soldiecrs who mvo Just infiltrated with a 600-man umt.t into Scuth 'B.am
mm&nhﬂWMmMmkmmumpw wﬁéeﬁwlmtmlydaf’m

to the £llied rddes They were not repeat not toumgem-—-aaisom found anmong the
Southern-born Vict Cong ranks—but vire all four &n their tverties, They had decided to
desert while they sm were still in North Vietram becaure they belicved their
zilitary recruitment had deprived them of selocling and chances for i;lﬁl individual
betteruents They bad never heard of the Vielnam mmmt’s Chieu Noi~—o0r Open Armge.
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program in 4m@mﬁwmmmmm&mﬂmaﬁﬁﬁMmeﬁmfw

laying down their amwe and switching sides.
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"The enemy forces are not repeat not as well trained and disciplined as
earlier," an informed source explained, "This ic & change. Mut ¥k is it a
significant ehange! ? I 8% don*t knowe e ave gotting nore and pore Jisoners and
this indicstes eithor the enexy is being iurt, or elso he has less control of his
troops.” He added half=judingly, “Or maybe theme's juct rove enenmy, mﬁ""“&
there's nore prisoners.”

e contimued, "Haybe €Ex maintaining discipline ismot mepent not so important
to the Commmist high command es is keeping his replacenents coming ine If the
eneiry shortens his training progrems from three monthe to one month, for example,
he can keep his battalions filled up, despite heavy battlefield losses. And this is
vhat he's now deing. wsg@ngeedmpuwmtmmmngmuﬁmm
ool bis anticipated losses. The enenmy can pet his replacements in fast, I suepect
mmmmmmpmm%mwasuwamwmnwmam
this for gaining time.,”
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Another €B0ir inforSl soiree cplatin s

"liore mmwmmmwbﬂﬁn&w the battlefield
than, ever before. In Aprily when the Allied broke the siege syoumnd Fle Serh, the
Tlorth Vietnamese left move weapons on position than I'd ever have dreamed 0fsese
Now, the enany's battlefield policy is atrociouss It's even worse than the imericanse
The American mﬂmrmmmthmw and htﬂnﬁeldgaatgaarm

they*ve from a vich nation and there's mwbo replace losses. Now, the Commnist

attitude is the sanel—if ve leave our weanons behind, there's rore vhere these came
TTRSTat on the battlefield

oyom, Nore than 2000 Comunist rifles were captured ax

around Khe Sanh when the siege vas 1ifted snd thig is unheard of,”
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But these battlefield trends provide only flickers of optimisn for Allied

field commandersé in this region of Iéi¥y sustained, sometimes hoavy fichting. The
repidity in which Commmist battleficld losses are replaced i comsidared & Srustting

experience for Allied bﬁ‘ioem, especially in the northern provinces vhere the
Communicts meintain their shortest ¢ suprly lines and infiltration routes to the
e AT

"In other wars, mmwmm@wmwmwm
attalions ould be eavich to cause {(/mm:au as a for fighting force,"

source explained. “These battalions would be

Mfwﬁwforalmgpmadoftim But, in this ks var, that kind of damage

H6r® doesn't mean muche Yithin thrty dags, wm@tmimmm@mm

strength and i htingnkeﬁnymrloet&mn. mit h»mmmtﬁmmheu.
ve've wiped out &%& one battalion of a regiment, and then it's back fighting us again.
m“‘m ' ur unit killed

"I#11 never forpet inymiEbEE DRI
three lmdred North Vietnams we 1ith 1iterally wiped aut d bettalion of UM regimen

mwwm»mn@tmwgwmm Itmthomw
wtm,htmmm&%tmmtﬁmtmtmm&ﬂupnﬂwta
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(Hk: Have rotumed votumed from Bangkok and fell feel wonderful, Tharks
for the time offs Either Wednesday or Friday, I'11 atterpt to file a long piece

on the Saigon military situationg Otherwise will probably be just shortiese

oy

~SEEENs % :
The so-cd led thrid w third vave %% does not appear imminent, Americans here say,

but, 111 do a wrepup sort o to keep us covered—mmitgmTriEn Whet is John

TS5
Tughes® plan’ 47 Regards Bev).
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