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SATOON, VIETNAM--Batman aviators, eduipped with super-sensitive

closed circuit television, are k gwooping over the Vietnam skies Yo
gpot Communist troop movements at nights

| Yive helicopier "Batmobiles" and scventeen pilots, gunmers and

J ;
Brew chiefs form & highly-classified test team here to experiment with

multi-million~dollar "low light level television," commonly abbreviated
LLL~-TV. The special test team arrived in Vietnam in March and by June
begen Tlying its pecret mimmimmmmm night missionss Since the group is
not & U. T Army unit ond hes no numerical designations, tcam members

B® boptlized the group "Betman," beceusey, as one of them explained, "bats
like our televisifn can see at nights" A "Bat Patch" m=zm showing a

black batman ingide a white television soreen was designed and produced

at 2 dingy Soicon embroidery shops It is worn deily by team mcubers on
My

front of their fatigue shirts, The same emblcl was painted on each of
the five specially-equipped kB helicopterss Children of the pilots sent

dime store decals of Baiman %o their fathers, who liberally pasted them on

doors and briefcases ("We call them Ba'é;fcases"). A special jargon cmerged,

it mi asi N ave o - ¥ s Trew
("Our miseions are called Batcaves")s So did Batmon jokes. ("Where does Batma:

go %r the first thing in the morming? The Batrooml').
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wione of us have gone zs far as gelting Delman copes,” one aviator

explained. "But one erewchief scrounged a black flying suit, which is not
regular Army issue. HNone of the other helicopter units know what LLL~TV meanse
They jﬁst know us as 'one of ‘the Batmen'."

The Us Se Army isn't especially eager to have anyone know about LLLeTV-w-
one of the most ambitious projects in night warfare experimentation for
combatting Viet Cong and North Vietnsmese units who sleep in the daytime
and reise havoe in the countryside at night, The American mi iitary command
here.has clamped a high-level military elassification on details, effectivencss
and tectical employment of the LLI~TV.

wThe % TV camera is just like any other one——except it can see at

.,
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night," one of the test aviators explained. "guppose I welk out and

it's as derk as the inside of a football. There is actually some moonlight or
starlisht there, but it doesn't seem that way to the humen eye. So, the TV
comera picks up the little bit of aveilable light, magnifies it, mekes it
look like a normal picture on the iy sereen-~-and I can see quite well

vhatt's gmimgxemx moving on the ground bencath ig;% mee ™

(More)
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Bach of the five test helicoptecrs—-the smndmd@ U=l Huey

used in combat~-is equipped with cix black bozes totalling 129 pounds
in weight end worth USES milliom in research and deveiolsmen‘b-. The six
piccem arct a 45-pound, foot=long movable television comers "which sticks
out of the nose or the chin of the helicopter likev a big black whisker,"
two nine-iﬁch telovision monitor sereens for black-and=white images,
a control unit, an electronic wnit and a power supply,

"We look at the two television screens in each heliéopter just
like the ones in our homes," one pilot explained, "If I fly along
the Saigen river at night, I can see plers and sghips—-without the
televigion I might not see the ground. This is a new principle different
from radaxr or infra.-red.& The rest of the details are classified,"

The Bbtrn-m evistors have one Qf’ the most dengerous flying jobs
in the war--~for they fly far lower than most helicopters and 85 per cent
of their missions are at nights Bvery pilot has ‘beeh shot at at least onceg
most of them have been shot at mum® almost every night mission they've flowng
none have been shot down hgvfrfzever. The Batmen refuscd to discuss many

of their missions, minece :H.’igolvesz tactical employment of the LII~TV, But

one pilot described this missions
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“Oonce two of our ¢ choppers went dowm to the southermmost tip of

Vietnanm for 2 night mkuximm test flig:h‘!; end I saw something I never saw or
heard of before in Vietnams I saw & company-sized Viet Cong unit fire
on cur chopper on ccmmand-—-that is, every Viet Cong fired simultaneously
on crders I+ looked like dozens and dozens of flashlight bulbs geing off
in 2 second, The pilot pushed the mike button end ae radio-ed that he was
being fired ate BDefore he finiched telking our escort gun ships were plastering
the aren with rockets and machinegune fire_. The Viet Cong didn't even hit
our Bastmecbile. ILike ® bats, we fly without lights.®

Ironically, the Batmen in Vietnam don't know much a‘iwut the Batman

eraze "in the real world," GI jargon for the U, S. A,

he rage in the United States, Mut we don't¢ really know what it igh A
W

&

Velve never [seen the TV program yets"

Batmen is
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