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KHE3ANH 1 (normass/deepe)

g‘is is the first of a series on the mood, preparedness,
strategy mzi significance of Khe Sanh, often termed an Americen
o#& pien Bien Phu, Teminescent of the pivotal French defeat
which begen 14 fourteem yearo asa this week on Maroh 3.3). '

m%mx,vx A&,Wﬁl}*@a m:isaixdim
hands grabbing into & c%%im boxe A Commmiat ﬁartar round
dmmmam thumps into the senter of the ‘ha:s, between the outstretohed
 fingers. 5ix Mms lay desd, like tattered ragdolls.

Khe ‘%aah is the Gatlmlia ¢haplein ﬂhe rode over kill
end dale of the &mbat base on his ﬁmm red Honda to joke with

the living snd prayx with ﬁs dying But, watohing the = holisoptes '

gvacuation ei‘ oritically wounded,

he was
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knifed along *E:he apm by ﬁmiat mortar fragments,
him from the waist dowme His sole request before being ls.tm»—bome
to the hal:icm}tsrs for ﬁw earpm to remm iithe saoyed
wafers used for mass, which he aa,rﬁed in a cloth m&tien case
~ttachod to his web belte ’
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Khe Sanh is an over-weight sorporsl from Seatile, niecknomed
pPorky, who strolls around the tattered remains of his tent cocking
donoughts 2nd aeff&e for his suppiy units An Alr Force $~-130 rolls
overhead, like gaﬂ metallic 'ﬁtiturﬂs.ss, disorging HFE™ B DU
its "%mndlés for Khe Sanh.® One ;ﬁ&réehut& failsy to openj Porky
is a@ soissored in half by the psllet of supplies. (TEFEy-

("Porky wos only 21;“' his buddy says. "He had R 24 morc days
1eft in Khe Szix&h ané then he was going to meet his wife in Honolulu").
Porky's buddy, nicknwmed Cooky, also failed to evade "che blizzard
of airborne 3&?35; he Qas eriticslly crusheds ("We called him
Cookys baéause'ha was & kook," his friend explaineds “After he

got out of ﬁgr&ms,' he wanted to be a mercenarys I gs.xeéa he'll

never get %o do that hﬁ nowe ™ Ju

m=more roeuter
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Khe Sanh is a 'Kem staff sergeant, the top Alr Force
non~commissioned officer here, who swandives behiaé. a wall of sandbags,
but his hand wrist is bloodied and broken by Communist morter/ fragments.
He walks fifty feet to the medical evacuation bunker, and while |
running tovards the hellcopter for Fath further treatBot; is wounded

Ao e

& seoond time-wtwice in two hours.

"pveryone has a Hollywood view of death in Khe Sanh,"
an Air Force officer says &zfyly, “But actually its auick and simple

here. A round comes in and eight Americans are killed or wounded."

==more reuier
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kbe sank (normass/despe)

Khe Sanh is the close calls, the split second margin of error between
life and death, It's the Sergeant with ;ﬁellet-like fragment holes in his brief-case
and eswsdmhmx his right ear-lobe standing on the helicopter pad. It is the Marine
Corporal reading a sex magazine on a bunker step - with a four inch scar in the back
of his skull. He was hospitalized thirtsen days with hie wound - and then returned
to Khe Sanh, It is the supply Major who receives a Comnist mrtar fragment the
size of a T-Bone steak on the top of his helmet, Fe is uninjumd and laughs about it,

Aimat everyone in Khe Sanh has om cheated death two or tile three
times, escaping the inceddn=e=Sp--itmcomind incoming rounds eeing his
buddies killed by invisiblc Communist fiery visitors.

p-more reuter
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Kho garh is wéwesssse lovely Playboy pimups, but here,
B. B. does not mean Brig%te Ba:ﬂotmit means body bags, the zippered,

plasticized shroud of the dead.
Ehe sanh dees not mean ei ther seourity or h ppiness, but

yet Charles E . suhula*s &ca;}y has been handpainted, bageggled with

neckerchief flying, m an ammunition orate, since riddled with

f‘*l‘ //’{‘ 55 i\ Y“»&,
mepsnt&

==more reuter
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ind then th\a%eﬁhe love lettors=osSERe-oeni,  to Khe Sanh,
"Bob, My Love," the staff sergeent resalled, "Those are the letters
{'m wary of. My wife writes three pages of mush, then tolis me valhe‘g
bought & new Pontiao, and then three more pages of mush to build me
back up. I ean do witkaut: letters with like thot."”
“Dear Dad," the ‘Air Force officer recounted, as Communist

artillery and mortars bracketed his airstrip bunker throughout the days

“I*m fine, but I wrecked the Musteng. What a letter, But, st least

she! s}m; " that's the main thing. What's s Mustong, after all."

==more reuter
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Khe Sanh is helmets, boots and flak Qaaks'ks, worn not as

the armor of war, but as sppendages to the human body. The Marines sleep

in their flak jackets and boots, and wear them throughout the day.
One ranking officer ssid he had taken hj;i boots off for only four hours

in the prst six weakm tne pfo. takes|his m cnce & month as the

price of being constantly prepared for any events

=emore reuter
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Helmets, riflesy sha@glma or pistols are close at hand
as they sleep im their damp bunkers =nd trenches,

Orten, om their flak jackets and helmats,‘ the Marines
seribble or paint their inner thoughts, personalities or ghilaaap&iem :
7T love Mom and Dad," % “ILinda," *‘alam Fo. 13 Birminghem mé
¥ uagio City," ore mixed in with oheice bits of profanity.

"God is ﬁsghﬂaaﬁ,“ one Wi Writes has penned on his
i:elmet, but the next has the counters "My Ged’ ia Alive, Sorry
about yours, Charlie.” :

k "*M, gend more flowers and less Marines," one has
soribbled under the armhole of his jacket, a thought he said he copled
Yom . ;

% pdvertising sign in the "land of the big m PX."
"40;0&” VA (North Vietnemese Army) ecan¥t 1;0
wrong," ankathar asaserta. |
“Xhe Sanh--where tka action is," reads another.
- "Chicken Little was right," a 2l-yeer-old lance corporal
Bms pennsd upon his back. {*1 copied it from that fairytale about the
vsky is fallings' he says). ' .

 wLife divided by time equals death,” snother

youngster has painted in black letters across the full Bred breadth of

the back of his jacket, ("Aetually, it should be turned about-—-tims divids

ik R i Naead e mnreawmeod ¥ snd T oanied 1% from
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: --—..~é AS T
Hoch jacket also carries the individual's ﬁgm;,/rﬁ,
serial number and blood type.
Bven this fourwsguare mile ca&é&ﬁ base, currenily symbelio
of & wallupublisiasd deathtrap, has baéa ironically named. In
English, Khe Sanh means the "The mrthwmﬂag,&p between Hoxm*;ains."ﬁ

(Hank: sorriest eye wnable to get this to you sooner,
I'm nn@iy!& plenning to do & total of five part series, but might

out it down to four, Next pieces will be more words and substancey

and lesa morbidity. Regards Bev).

s=end reuter
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