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SAIGON 09;_2%% (UPIS) The arrival of Vice President Hubert HHH,
Humphrey-—-—on perhap?‘(@ most significant mission since taking office—
is awaited here tvit}ﬁ some g eagerness but greater skepticisme

The :f‘-.:mwreaaizing%m plans amnounced in the Honolulu

Declaration~-which the Vice President is to laumch off the rice mx

qene rg].igious-,

paddies~=have all been heard too many times by g:lzefn

political, mX and civic leaders to be accepied W urpri'bin

The Vice President has been agsgigned the task of giving aye
new look-=—or new direction--to aye vital side of the war that has
e inoreasingly -snerled by inefficienty, peit alous and
become increasing yf_%wy‘& ¥ t%‘,k petty jeal A
mounting cerruptiorm/the Vietnamese officials znd bitier

P% m 9}'\{
gae inter-agency fighting Americen bureaucrats,
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first sdd--morgan gandy--saigom X X X x american bureaucrits

This vital side of the war is currentla; called pacification, or rural
construction, or mc‘re generally, ——by Aimbassador Henry Cabot Lodge—
nation-buildingg % is an attempt to win % subversive=political

battles with the Communists ag well as & mlit%r,f ONGSe
o)

R oo
‘mlgg Communisteliho avre the HOxgear

even Americon generals admit this--and “HgE

So M ; ,
party machinery is met on the American side by 'ﬁzﬁ‘ inter-agency

in-fighting that one Western diplomat moaned recently, “"This isn't
g0 much an American ware. It! \aLé{ Azﬂeriua.n oivil ware®
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In one gl@igg current example, the American Central Intelligence
Agenoy réfus;{tf sit om a coordinmating couneill in: the Marine Corps
enclave of Danang alomg with the other aé;ﬁvnistates agenciege—
Unistates Agency for Imternational Devélopment, Joint Unistates
Public Affairs Office, the American Militsry Command (representing
General William €. Westmoreland), the American Embassy-eand the
Earinea% who are dying on the frontlines only five miles from the city.
Even the @r genior colonel representing the Military Command
snubbed the coordinating council--and sent his deputy instead. Azxd(
thex) the Marines complamef%t the Public Affairs Officer was
leaking "=lmost subversive, anti-farine” information to foreign
correspondentse

(More Malloy=--ED)
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On the Vietnamese side, one humorous, but rather startling
incident happened recently, Prime Minister Nguyen Ca sent- aye

special envoy to one of his corps commanders to sety e one key ggv%'nmen'b
.(ﬁbs"\”a k/ammﬂvﬁ‘wv @”f"';«,».p,h N P

problems But, Tihe Sreetsinonvty Pty

v Kyts offioe mto arrest the emvoy) quickly fled by

serambling over the concrete walld ‘mab this week, the corps
e PeimE ppoiCheR € G NFUoL s

s ey
commander summ Bi“'m by radio for a special trial before ﬁ aye field

military courte

‘This endless intrigue and counter-iatzigue by the Vietnamese
el € Sex ioul

officialdom, however, is teking om Troportions

as corps commenders are again mb
attempting whirlwind changes: of their 43 provinece chiefss Even

as the greatest allied operation of the war-—20,000 American, Korean

and Vietnamese troops-—attempted to routd the Commumists from B;iiah
e Fz' A

Dinh province, relia.ble gources: reported that botma Vietnamese
BERLE
province chief amd his Ydeputy for security were being @ firedds

on the whims of their superiorse
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e

ETeM F
Américan provincial officials have %@ expressed the ’oelix/
‘% that % changes of Vietnamese province chiefs lose atl lea.si'.
gix months of % effective time im prosecuting the wars
The need for nation-building, for aye progr'essive; dynamic
non-Communist socizl revelution, has been seen for years—and mimmx
hidemnfin chunks of plans for it have long sﬁste%,_,\ﬂnder the
Piemx regime of Ngo Dinh Diemy therem=z was wm ambitious:
program g of "strategic hamlets" which were supposed to be havens

of peace and models of prosperity. The architect of the plan, Diem's:

i opium=-smoking brother, heralded them as the “%t

ntrueyf social, ecomomic and political revolution." His aim was to
beat the Commumists by adopting their methods and applying them more
effectively——with Americen fund se

There were them progressive plams to clear vast tracts of
jungled lend and give title %o the tillers of the soils On the urbam

front, =zm ambitious programs to build 1‘“.’7“ st_housi; id on: the

B fopel
installment plan for the "black laborers™ of the eities were drawm upe.

But lack of administratiom, mw‘?g@gg}cwcan funds
N -
(each village haed a rural health worker supposedly paid sixhundred

piastres a month--unistates eight dollars~—bul both the health workers
(/1’ -4

‘and statistical juggling actsMhe program TOORT LIS

diem was overthrowm im november, 1963,

(More Malloy——ED)

and American officisls mfmk sgid thag: the salaries were never paid)
—
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Of the twelve thousand hamlets in the country, notrptnot more tham
eight thousand were secured umder the diem era, and when diem fell
he the number slipped to less tham twothousand.sk® One of the first
small-gcale pilot projects on strategic hamlets was inmitiated
in february nineteem sixtytwo, in cu chi district only fifteen miles
~outside of saigon. today, four years'ﬁr 1ater, the area
g%/protected by An Americen brigade. The first large—scale
pilot case wa s called Operation Sunrise, only thirty miles from
&ﬂgm—yt\:odw two American brigades operate in ¥ the some arco.
After Diem, the Ministry of Pagification took over, @ then
‘“131, the Ministry of Rural Recomstruction and thenm the
more positive-sounding name of i Ministry of Rural Construction,.

But, last yeor, the mounting Viet Cong~Noritk Vietnamese military

5’
pres.,ure—-coanlmﬂ with the faet that the province hief/ did notrpinot
TEWT
eceive yeorly pecifica n budget m'bil %gus‘tz—-‘m@ virtually
mﬁ"\"«i Led Be ETO;C’@’ ( L\)ﬁ—% /’(i«: GR"J@
e Pro; "T’lm e R s e ol :
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> & !'*' o .
This year, the Ministry of Rural Constructiom met their JmuW

Ndcaalim for plans and bu&getﬂing. It was a x;@’major achlevement—-

CelePealion &

But,

a,nd' they held a wi many more achievements will be

necessary in the future to defeat the Commumist "Orgamization Mane®

(Endit—~i2lloy—3D)
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