Decpe
Ueapup--article 3 of 4 grticle seriocs

page 1

December 27, 1965

A IMTITE T YD G g 8 .5 SR T,
BED BULE IV UHE 'PIHK' DELRA

SA DEC, SOUTH VIETWAM--Sirce the Foebruary 7th
bombing of Worth Vietnam, the Vied gﬁﬂg‘”“mwﬂfi\ ¥s in the
Mekons Delta have initished a erunching pcl
their frontline esreas ard %o ﬂcr,olﬁa te their renr areasy
by tightening their control stf%he rural peasanitSs

Officially, the Mekong Delta south of Saigon--vhere
ns Aneriesn combat unite have yet been based--is one of The
bright, aquiet spots vhere the Vietuamese government is
progressing wells, The simple spanquility of fishing boals .
passing through the finger .1ike canals, the hectic é:ﬁtemobile

raffic on the woude, The unbroken pousine of peasant life

wou %ecﬁ‘ma confimm the officlal wersions
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The company of paramilitary troops, housed in a

E

former' vench fort, is assigned to protect the village, and
parti Llarly the bridge stretching across a placld river on
7which'sides several rice mills and brlck facﬁorxes are
functionings The two ounlylng outposts, however, are » :

pBetuly eacwrcléi by the Vieﬁ Cong gueﬁr1¢1ds and as of lasbf
'meath were toudlly 1golated from the local populaticne To
pay salaries and to brlng in supplies to the &e¢on&ers of %hege
twe posts, tha ﬁovernment has to use at least sen armored v'
boaﬁs,?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ&uﬁﬁng troopsy anc on LVO“y voyage the y @rau
Communist sniperfires. | ;
| k The'défenéaféyaf these two small posts dare not to
leave'their’coméoﬁnda,, although theore@ically their small
unit patrols for inﬁelligencé'iqfcrmaﬁion nakes ‘them the
"sams and eves of the regular forcess"

'Vﬁmﬁﬁ 'more,adéuﬁately, as one vi Llager explamned,

nthey are 53ind wen in & Jaile® because they are»ssﬁlsplateda
Rarely do they dare to leave their post even to fetch water
fron the river Tho twenbty yer erds avay Dec ause thgj Viet Gong
have posted unipevs arourd the perimebemw Last weekg one
defender did sbray from the outposts’!s.barbéd_wire fence

perimeter to get some water ffom the river,
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that was twenty yards awey from his own posts

He was wounded by sniperiire on the banlk of tue LV@? ﬁone {

£ hi 11 . lhae

5 A p .&fve:—three—&ayn;
of % ;ﬁ' oW aelenij%lu%\fe geue him.
I

in the same spot The nes& commander ashed his higher

»

neadquarters for troop reinforcemements bto pick up the body

'.3 L

!

This reguest
was rei fused. The defendérs of the post were ordered to hury
the corpse inside the post itself. The defenders ogain refused

-b

to pick up the body, Againy They were ordered to burﬁ'the
bodye rfievgacond time, they obeyed %he’oréer, butb since
their outpost lacked shovels they us helr knives to dlg
the grave and “iﬁcw they lacked ltmber gnd nails they use&‘%heir‘
knives to rip offi the wood from the wallv of their outnowc to .
make the coffin. ‘

oll Jlﬂg the grotesque buraal, the morale of the
defeﬁders of ‘the outpost was so low that %hs'gompany commandgr
decided to rotate thems Bubt the 100-man company ordered to

opmEe rolicve the platoon refused to accept zhe.comman&er‘s)

crder and the majority of the troops éefected, lecaving

behlnd their ueamous, rather than be assigned o the-%ga Ba.
outpost. The province chief and the dl trict chief were
forced -to viscit The company and p@rsaaded the deferters -
return %o the gcvérnﬁant‘ranks—mbuﬁ the order to. shif% to the

outpost was rescinded.
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Last ﬁonth, the Viet Cong ordered the peasants and
local businessmen working and livingrwithin & half-mile radius
~of the outpost to leave the area, Within this half-mile
‘radius, Aﬁena of ﬁhe[laq?l villawérs are allowed to live or
to move. Villagers n%%ee'm assigned small canals for their
samnpans ra%her then letting them move on the major river twenty
yards from the cathSt; :

One of thoue movzng out of this one-~half mile radiﬁs
was a rice mill owner, who moved his mill b2ick=by-brick and
machiné~by~machine»ﬁo a locablon nearer governnent authoritys

e“ﬁhé Viet Cong were very nice to give him the
pefmissianfto move his rice mill," Oﬁé villager cxplaineds
"Otherwise; }ig would have starved o deat 5% No one would
have braughtdméégg/rice to him to'b@}yolished since he was
wiﬁhiﬁ the half-mile radius around the post.”

| Sincw the bombing of North Vietnam, . the Viet Cong
Comﬁunisﬁs have taken drastic and strict measures ageinst
the population as they press forward with their poliecy of
exyanéion and céﬁﬁplidaticn. In their monthly propaganda
meeﬁings with the villawars, the Viet Cong cadre announces
that "the Amcricans are woping an all-out war against the '
QVietnamese.peoplea The people have o mahe a cleap=cut choice
betﬁaen their friends and ﬁheir enémies; Those who want to

£i ght with the Americans can go to the govermment-controlled

area. ’
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Those who want to Tight against the Americans can stay with

uss There is no third ch01ce‘“ :
AT e ey
; The one exception was those families who

have suffered from American bombing and stralfing raids could
flee to governumeni-controllied territory--but they could not

cooperated with the governmentas

Hencey; in this Saylec division headguarfers towny

the refugee villagers ‘
vparaed along the riverfronts But thew have refused To live
in the refugee housing provided by the governmentes

Many of the weﬂl*ké%) lendowners have already been
forced to flee to the government-controlled zonesy which
hagsy given the Communists the effect of an economic purge of
the areas. The vacated lands of the landowners, especially
the fruit gpoves along canals, has been systematically
boobytrapped and mined by the guerrilla forces.

owy; +the Viet Cong have told the large and the small
landowners that their lend will be confiscabted if they allow
their children to become government soldicrss The few
wealthy landowners who vemain in the area have been warned

they will not be allowed o hire peasants to help ©ill the land.



lan@oz«mesf TRE ; iose  lag 1doznsrs nust “hen ;
do theLwU!é'“:-_ ' peas aﬁbu,JOE‘Olmgg tlnu and ;”lU&5¥‘w7
;Eééﬁg the rice. Within the past month, the Viet Cong have
also withdrawn permission previcusly'grant@d to the population
"fm visit i‘rma&s and rela’s:x.ves in %he mve.mm wcozﬁ;mlled areas
Even the father of one of tne higheub ranking gezerals at the
Vietnamese high commaad in pa1501§ who had previously Betn
-~ aubhorized by the Vlet Gong %o see hlS sony -is now a semiw
prluoner who is no% grdnte& the authorization *iighbo leave
the Viet Cong abeas. ,

The Viet Gong u»e pve~tpenameuégé children to collect
taxes from the local businessmen, gueh as riece mill and
bwlck‘factor? awners. The Vieﬁfaong'have recently increased
their tax on the Deauénﬁg rice to 40 per. cent of the amouﬂ |

-9 not consumed (}”’“"*:Lnﬁ‘% C]é-/q& ?/ the individual J.aml;;a\ar/

“ex?ort,tax“ is levied oqu~fﬁlce and flsh 3roduceé in %hu
o i \
Viet Cons areas ~BSold in the moverﬂment areas, @as tﬂough
U i :
- the foodowe ffs were pa ng from ane forelgn ¢ountrv into

another. Eno in aamlnvmgl ble way, the Viet Cong have
Ow/

‘established éﬂgirféi;;;EQOPt in the Mekong Delta which has

almost era&ea the authority and presence of the anti-

C@mm@hist‘ﬁaigon regimes i ; o

(Tomcrfou. American Marine an& ﬂaciflca 1@a.§9adacheu.)
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