(llorgan Gandy)

SATGON, 11220 (UPIS)=~Flamboyant Maje Gen, Nguyem Chanh Thi
is aye one-men symbol of the paradoxical pitfells and pathos
of Vietnemese politicall intrigue.
P Pl 243
This comstant bubbling of { Oriental Machevellianm mancuvering
is considered aye major obstacle to am effective Americam=South
Vietnomese counter to0 the Communists, who are the best organized

AP E :
: in the countryside. : \\

politic

The mustached Thi was dismissed Thursday from his commemd

of the five northern provinces, where for the past two years le

i*” A

zuled vith am wmorthodex combination of Wm oo~ noo~wazlord
and aye political neo-menderin., Yet, he was dismi.aue& by the nine

4 Ln " :
other genera 1s of the militery junta who were barely Mﬁ& at all.

(More—-liller—-BD)
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'Thi was a sporadic: authox of political instability im Saim
vith amw abortive coup in 1960, and several "Palace Coupsj"
yet his dismissel is considered to be only aye prelude to |
more imstability (more high-Yevel militaxry gemerals are expected to
ohang) if notrptnot outright chaos (through stud sty @Mﬂnm

- lt\(’?s)’

military committees now organizing demonstrations
m%rwv Mewum%ms%nxgge :

individual, in temms of political popullarity and sppealf but h“'z‘/

was notrptnot as strong as: the other nine ‘  collectively

opposing hime. Since Thi wes the first gemeral to fall from

the junta im its nine-month existence, his #% expulsion \@

indioated that 46 committee loadership was norpino longer

g{.’)

sacred——or oven workable.

(More~-2iller——ED)
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The military junta, oftem callled the Directorate or National
Lesdership Counoil, is the legal basis of the politicel regime. The
junta elected Prime Minister Nguyen Cao Ky to head the executive
branch of the gwemen'b, but he is responsidle to the ﬂmﬂz?\l ﬁagelt‘
; Thi wes born-dgegge forty three years ago—in the rrertal
year of the Pig--im aye smalll village t@t two miizes outside
' wef Hue, the former imperiel capitel and cﬂmm-a.'ﬁ. center of the
countrys The som of & captain of tho Imperial mm Thi lived "
:m@pé, in the village, walked 4@ twomiles each day Yo school,,
rode water buffaloss around his fother's small screage and
delived ;éﬁ’ noontime rice meals to the laboring pemt.g'/&ater,j
as a three-star general;, he was an mmné‘;“’”f nadadeiae-

TR 1 A hb”4ouch of the commow mane

(Eo:-e—-mm::-:@)
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@ng the French Indo~China War, he rose to the rank of
sergeant; after the wary, he joined the independent Vietnamese
South Vietnamese army and learned %o p be aye paratroopers
"when&x jump out of the plamey I feel as though I'm the highest
man in the world," he once told this correspondente

His boundless enmergy a nd military abilities caught the eye
of newly imstalled President Ngo Dinh Diem, who appointed him
in the mid=-fifties as commander of the %thou}g?d man

/
N Mr‘f\\jlm». [t il s v

Brigade, He di@_emanﬂe& welll and President Diemjconsidered

him an “adopted son." , _ v
on ﬁ’a&’lovw‘nw 11, 1960 elevem, nineteew sixty, however,

Thi beceme aye momentary central W figure by shap

£ shaping Vietnamose history, vithout changing 1646 w&mz@e

Then, he attacked and surrounded Diem's presidential palace

a nd demanded the exile of the president's brother Nhu and wife

Madame Ngo Dinh Nhue
Diem's loyal chief of staff jumped over the palace femce

in his W pajamas to negotiate with Thi, Thi @
yielded ﬁy but Diem reneged and crushed the paratrooper :'evolt,g
sending Thi fleeing to Cambodis. The chief of atamwﬁ%

Khanh,
(Wore—-Miller~~BD)
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The abortive coup, however, indicated one important factopr—-—
ST . CLERS

Diem was losing support evem of his loyal
in his own hometown of Hues BE Diem didnotrptnot realize it but

CouP g TlempPTl™

the Communists dide Thirty nine days after the [} - December

twenty—-the Communists officially proclaimed the p@h
provisional birth of the National Front for the Liberetion of

South Vietnome
mysterious

Three ytiars lgter, m}em from exile =8 aye supporter
s LN Tl ,_/
of ex~chief omMm Ih.anhﬁ. who hod emme crushed hie ~/

——.,

~bortive coupsnincbeenEimlyEboRLEe- COUD. Khanh sppointed \/_J/ .
commander of the First Corps arca, which included Thismshwmebom

o Hue. Slovlyy m—-—aaa Viotnam--changed from supporting Khanh
to indirecé {opposzm ’I‘E‘H oon beceme Khanh's rival for support
of the @i pro-neutralist Buddhist organization. and. the American
policymakerss

On February nineteen nineteen fﬁ sixtyfive, M, obtaining
\n@x fmerican, @ Buddhist and other pariies ‘supporty, spearheaded

4 in aye secret mecting the zamgw&— nutiny of the generals
against Khanh, then cormander~in-chief of the Vietnamese Armed Forcese

(More—Miller—2E BD)
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Mree times during the next year, Thi refused to be
prine minister, The doublo-ireny lagt Thursday was that he ves
dismissed from Vietnam primerily by the prime ninister hq__hg@ﬂ.
to vhom he beq ueathed power—-tléo Nguyen Cao Ky—vho expelled Thi

_oSmithe revolt of the generals
by the same maneuvew hat Thi hac h1s

s r-a..ﬂguyea Khanh,

Thi, the mugtached "super-hero" persomliw, had im the

end lost the support of the Mnericans, the Buddhists and his
fellow-gonerals, thus closing one yt%f/of Vietmamese history.

Betwoen the revenge and counter-revenge, i could with
extreme political adroitness: support the anti-Communist Americem
position at one momen#® om one fssue—ond deftly support the p@
pro-neutralist Buddhists on another issuce
| Hie final failureszmm notrpinot to Wreaogﬂse that
when the Americen and Buddhict % political interests are complementarys,
no> ono genpm. can vithstand theiy oppositiony as: both Diem and Khamh lea:

The question for the coming woekss vwho will trivmph--America
or the Buddhist political or@nizauw-if these two power bBlocs

el e, WHle e U crggyq mwwh/
_.% FeAle Ww(‘r"' /4% 3/"74"” ok - i
T H ANk TS ’”‘w“‘(n‘;m‘:i‘ii VRO Y
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Thi was aye revolutionary, of eighteenth century 1@ vintages
yet, if hé was behind the times, he was ghead of his comntry—
and American policymakerss Beginning with his nineteen sizty
& bortive coup, Fhi consistently launched aye one-inan crusade
against corruptiom m&@m within the gwernment.e Ironioally,
the day he was dismissed, the Saigon government im aye behind-the-
soenes move began millifying it's own decision to execute
a Chinese milliomire convioted of war profiteering.

In July, 1964, @ Thi captured the first North Vietnamese
prisoners in the South and promptly declared Hanoi ;1 had "invaded."
E& Mmerican genersls @ contradicted him,. &oday;,

405000 United states Marines: ave fighting in his same COTYPS arcie

{t ore=-i1illor~~ED)
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One & o
Thi Dwed® curse élth aye sorgeant's venom when he found
@t Montagnord children sterving in an isolated hamlet.

"You either feed them or shoot them," Thig ordered aye

eaptaine "These people are dyings
does notrpinot matter if you die fast or die slow."

i and the forty thousend American Narines im his Parb
first corps area ge WeLe %@ only joint "ﬁetnamese-mneriom”
teem in the country that meV systematically
begun the wpeople~to~people™ program of securing and pacifying

— the rura 1 villagess ‘The American Marines,, delighted to find

eNERA L o e
o Vietnomese| as tough as they arey ey camvinzacres oo flabergested at his

dismicsals
The d&r scheduled departure of Thi from: Vietnam's
political scene i1llustrates the continuing atomization of political

power and mm ascendancy of Ee half-authority of
the Saigow govermment, For, now, as when: n—@/spmmg his
ebortive coup five years 280y ik wes notrpinot out of step with

w the Seigon re@gw,? as the official accusation reads. It 5
/
vt the igland of Bﬂm consistently been out of step with

ieT =
) rswheld predominsntly im the hands of the
.Communistse :

(Endd t—iller—ED)
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