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SAIGOI�, NOVJlMBER 13-Request for ark Franklin of the Observer 

begins as follo,sc Last month, a senior Vietnamese eovernment 

official explained: ''(Vice President N(flY'f3ll Cao) · Ky is im:petuou1:,. Ke 

says something 'nnd thinks about it  late:r. !lhieu thirlks and thinks befo:r 

making a decision-and after two weeks b,1::1 decides nothing." The off!oia.l 

also e2;plained9 "!Inieu•·s problem is th.e :rightwing s;ymbo ized by 

Nguyen Cao Ky and I Ha, Tlluo Ky-:' , · so, in � a way, Thieu• a; 1 --.... &,./ , "f--fi _ ';> Vii f<. Y --
---...,, .... e:ca � 

problem is Ky squared. 11 'lhe Polo.ea · di sou S'i;?�s �!,er� ..... / fJ,-·_q.,,"'·" _ -,t_ 

es:Jontially •. e story of these t. o men-l{y and Thieu-�ofali tion 
1,/' r'�·). 

_ �atween theg, (' dis_prov � tho above aanments o:t' the Vietnamese official, 
·---//o.. x.·� 1-'. ._J'} b,.{. ... ,y...�_JL /? (,,.,. 1,....-I-� 

.,,,_ the pi.;ot poinf in the .American-South Vietnamese discussions •. 

Pal'a.doxically, t e .Amei·ican 0£:t'ioials during the pa.st 15 months had · 

at"t;emptod to persuade the President and his V100 President to work togethe:r., 

instead of cc�J;_�uing their i?r�"'i-iiffl!lllillll intre-murol aqua.boles, anti they 

refused untillmid-Octobel' 'fm'§l!MfflM meetings whe11 the u. s. offiotaJ.a .L.-� ···-o_.:;f-
c_l.;. ,,_ ,_/ ]:'::::_.,._,,_ £. , r. I.. j)- -1-, ._ 1-,,-' .,.., ,_____.. V _,; (' - t.:__-c...,7'1' jJ ' , ,, .;.,, J ....--V--,-', . -(,_. <..."!..�-.... - I'......,_,_, '--_,. - --,--..__,._,;,,-.-,:,, fl 

-a�'i'iitett �"i!H t. 

===more rou tel' 
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Du.ring the Palaoe ti aouaaicns, 1 t was :t7, i-a ther than Thieu, who 

became the exponent ot Yietname.• politioal • 1 st •• untv behind ailiz the ... . 
--l<c 

Pre■iden►,..and � held to tlda poai tion eTen when a Aller�an ambassador 

attempted. to split 'Blieu and a:,, a a separate a,eUnj with 'the Yto• President 
. �  

:t7., During �1 one poiat, :t7 told an aiu, "J ao npeat no longu, 

land m1 helieopter on the top � the J»resident•a bedzoca (meaning ca 

the Presidential Palaoe root)• -■tea4 X land it on 'Ille fl,Tass 'outside 

his bedroom window. It X oan de-e•alate, .so can tile rest � you." 



ISOIIO aag 

1711et 

Nquest .3 (park/deepe) 

Withoui, JC711a support and · hat '11 the otll@",,.f!ll Vietnamese national 

l 

· dlfil!I'! . JIii ...J U,'eTIV� leader�, !hieu. would laave prooaru. P�Jl._���� 7+!7�� �&?. 

o.onsider- the essential point of Parle ' plu idilii ·111 hu,e intemal row 

' ' . 
•• ooal.1 tion1 'between Dlieu 

and Er-later. joined by other ripNl&htdtlfesi goverment personalitS.s including 
'-0'\ 

Pz,iae 111n1 ate: Huong, began 0811811ting w1 th the poW1nc, 41 aenolt.an-.nt cd! CW · 

the way t�_Am��al_: �• trea:ling tile goverment here and in lanr-­

lhn ._ ,...,Jiu.,/"" ill � }if 1Jj8ft oppoid. ti"" a!F 8T8ll the dc,ri ill: 

members of government ·1>9!i&i£ii taat 91.ieu should retuae ·to alt doe with the 
.,. ' ' � ' c;r>.(11A.,.� ILP -� on- an equal tootiq. · 

... ore reuwr 
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TacitUl.'lil and m ditative, !lhieu often haa the style and gr:aJJe of a 

Vietnamese Calvin Coolidge-the silent Amorioen President of the 1920s. 

Bu�, during the Palace 

statements and t a.ddrosses became more antima.ted, emotional and convinoin 

to V1etnamese vie rs. Thieu is a master at intrigue1 he has, thus far, 
�'1:-/ 

perfected the :p:ri , y die tun of Vietnamese poli tios--nam to survive. � 

the• original hand-ful of general instrumental in overthrowing Die 

in 1963, only Thieu remein in po iVer. Many have seized power, but none 

xcept 'lhl.eu hav held it. (Mark I you could al'8U8 the exception to this 

is four-star general. �an Thien Kh.iem, currently Minister of Int rior, 

a friend s who 1 'lhieu himself brought be.ok from Tai an). 

a=more reuter 
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' t 

!he Frenoh-eduoated Vietiaamese salon poli tioans call. 'ftdeu "lOUY019\ll"" 

meaning "he's the best sailoi- in- any kind of w1n&. -lt the wind ·1s ·too stJrone, 

h�••11 go downwind 1n order to ao upstream later .• " 8 (.After failing to 

get his baooaulaureate tr<D his hi.sh eohool, !hieu studied to beocme a 

·Oap-tain_ of ooaatal ships i m lndo-China waters-and his fr.1ends, still joke 
----

with him that\ he -= ha■ adapted the prinoiple11 of seamanmip to polit1oa-

espeoia.lly taaking)• ()ther J)Ol1t1oal eouroea cell lhiell tta, politioan who 

� oan walk four directions at one time•" Few:1 however-, have ever 

labelled him a.a "trtn ohang'' repeat 1t<o •11ic1 "trum Chang" (hiding headlk. 

under a blanket-or tenoe-a11;t&r). Sven when he 1s neutral., 'lhieu 

is said to be a.o:t;.i,velt neutral. 

-more reuter 
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.reaueat 6 (pa'J.it/ deepe.) 

'l'hieu" s offioiall 1>iographf' saya ,he was bo:rni April .S:�, 192-3-, ·1Jt 

Birthi 'lhuan, · the son of a real llllllllf'i-, eata• own&». Be • married· ·II 
M a ea lovely and pleasant daughter of a Southem1 meMoal aper1'-he n-

. @ .father was not repeat not a full dooto� : & She was born· 1ni My 'lho 

i,n-1 1.930:J she and ·Thieu have one .... aeven-J"9a.r-old eon named �Q} and 

o.ne 14-yeaz-old daughter named Anh. 

'l'hieu1 a mil1 tary. + -oas-eer began in 1948:, ·af't•· graduating aa, 

pilo·t .o.t !\he "peti·t oabotap" -ooaatal. � line of the civilian menhant 

muines-whioh would have made him a rioh man-Thieu deoided.l instead 10· 

switoh to a military oareeit and 1n· 1948 he Joinedi the first Clllil. olaea; of 

the Dal.-.t B�t National Jlili t&17 A,o&demy. He later. became auper1nten·de.nt 

of the Aoademy, where he was PPfular w1 th the inetruotors and atuden,ts1 · , 

he is now appointing aCllle of th� a..%-d�t83 ,;_
a 

+:ee'i- provincial and dietriot 

chiefs, 'informed sources said. 

=amore reu:ter 
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After aduation � fran Dal.at in 1949, 'lllieu s sent to tuo 

battlefield,mammianiOliJ!Jmm where ho first served ao a platoon leader. 

H has inoe held field command at every echelon, excluding the Joint 

General ntaff; he was company end battalion commander, :re(Ji.mental 

commander, �-• and subsequently commender of three V1etne.meae � � 

divisions-the 21st, the ll.st Infantry Division and the, 5th Jnfantry 

Division Thieu was oommander of the 5th D1viaion outsid Saieon during 

th Diem coups '.lhiou brought his division to Sai50n-and after hesitati!'lg 

to dotemine that tho coup was for real;r-rathor than an abortive one-

he committed his division to f ight Diem's Presidential Guard units, then 

looted no 

HonB Tha:p Tu, 

tho ourren t Prime Minister' o offioe and Shelli buildinB on 

==more reutor 
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After that, 1hieu was the secretary general of the first military 

junta, headed by Big Minh, and concurrently ohief of staff of RVNAF. 

H pla.yod a.n impo1�tant behind-tho-soenes role in bringing Ngttyen K:b.anh 

to power in January 1964,-but 'lhieu was more ali@'led with the Dai Viet 

fa.otion of the oouplette than with the .Khanh fo:roes. 

•••••�"'o named Thieu as commander of the Fourth Corps iw 

Mekong Del ta. Aft or K.hanh • e overthrow, 'l'hieu as deputy prime minister 

and minister of defense in the Qua.t @>Vernment, preceding Ky' e 

take-over, 'I.men 91>.ieu moved up to tho largely ceremonial poai tion as 

ohief of state and ohairman of the National Directory on Jun 19, 1965. 

Th.en, in 1967, Thieu outmaneuvered Ky to run a.a tha military candidate 

for Presidant-mioh b ga.n the Ky-Thieu split that waa not reneat not 

. l3 • b /J_,.._-+- -;; 11--,.-, -;If,_, . patched up until tho i unk.er s es1ons ego.n� --t' ....... � 

==more reuter 
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'lhieu' s military t:rai11ing h.as taken him ou.t of V1etnam four timos. 

In 1949,, he studied at the Infantry Sahool, Coetqu:iden-1 France. In 1957-t 

he attended the u. s. Army command and general staff college, Fort 1 

Leavenworth, Kansas. In 1959, he a.ttended the joint o.nd combined planning 

school., pacific command, (kinawa. And, in 1960, he attended 
"I/ 

familiaru;ation of mode� wapons, Fort Bliss, or�lah:oma.. 

As a s "· - _ '-' soldier., other Vietnamese mili tru.·y men re5a.t'ded him 
"-V}� 

as <)ne of the �er field commanders, a �od �r�1'!f"1 e �n systema-Um 
.,, _:;n�-& LI ··--< --...-(__,,,.. 

thinker, was one of Diem•s .- top brl.efers7beoause of the 

articulate manner in which he orga.ni zetl briefinea. 

{Mark a th.is has cove.red the high spots in fairly superficial manner. 

Hope tis of soma help to you. "· Are you planning to 
curtail your home leave-things are getting very juicy here. Regards Bev). 

==end reut@ 
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