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AT G0I—=Filipino counter-guerrilla experts have added their knowhow

to the orucisl Open Arms prosram here to lure more Communist defectors to the

lied sidce .
L < 5=
’me\FFilipinou, stationed in Vietnsm's preovinces, are all veterans
of the Philippine government's war ageinst pro~Communist Huk insurgents some |
fifteen yezrs agos Most of thess veterans are middle-aged, retired Army

officerm who specialized in land reform, intelligence—gathering, psychological

warfare and community development to defert the Huks, Sowe werc EEmm tHGan

.

themselves guerrillas &x fighting the ﬁas Japanese with American

forces during World ¥Wer II. In Vietnam, some have been go effeotive in their

jobs thrt the Communist Viet Cong have put a price on their headss

(Mors)
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The Filipinos are under contract to the U, S Agency for International
Development (AID) and are paid from American funds. They assist Vietnomese
government civil servants ®orking in tho provinces on the Open Arms program,
which consists of welcoming Communist defectors in provincial centers,
feeding, Eg and clothing them for their 45-day stay there, streening, classifying
and interrogating them and tﬁ then helping them find jobs in the cities or
% to build Gpen 'ﬁh Arms hamlets.

The program, called Chieu llci in Vietnamese, is viewed by officials
as a shoricut to victory-—a shortcut that-w__zpi Philippine Prosident Rzmon
igswsay uszed to defeat the Huk insurgents, % Magsaysayts
approach entailed an iron right-hand of military power while extending
simul tanecusly the ‘Lﬁee- gentle, friendly left—glove of social juztice.

He magnetized the Huks to the anti-Communist mide with "land for the land-less;"
he sent milltary engincer units to clear l=rge gm tracts of jungle to give

the peaceful ex~Huks homggteads on easy payments if they would lay dovm their
WCapOorr: o

gince the Open Arms program began in 1963, more than 60,000
Viet Cong-~roughly aix of their divisions—=have switched sides to accept

J the Vietnamese government!s offers of amnesty, full citizenship rights and
resettlement in South Vietnam's society. In 1966, 20,242 Ccumunists

defected and joined the Open Arms program; officimls cstimate more than
3000 Allied soldiers would have been?I killed attempting to eliminate that

number on the battlefisld.

(More)
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Typical of these Filipinosz is Roque ("Rocky") IEE Reyes, 2
50=year-old retired military intelligence officer and community dewvelopment
expert now serving as as advisor to ﬁé% the Vietnamese Open Arms chief in

Quang Ngai province, 250 miles north of Saigon. DecemBerd

Fo

When Roque first arrived in Quang Ngai provincey he found 160

returnees packed into a small provincial Open Arms centerj returnees acting
as security guards had not yet been armede A 7eek later, the Viet Cong
planted © satchel charge amidst the sleeping returneces, killing one and
wounding 22.

Fowv three months latery, three concretec buildings have been completed,
enough to house 600 returnees sleeping in double—deck beds. A ten-foot-tall
bamboeo fence murroundm the center; returnees securing the shelter have been
armed, S3Some of the returnees are learning teilorings young girls are
learning embroiderings basket-weaving and fishnet-weaving have bgen
introduced,

Returnees who are skilled as cerpenters and masons help construct
the Open Arms officesy a V}etnamese teacker holds adult education coursess
movies and medicine are brought in weekly. Roque and his Vietnamese
counterpart have more plans for the future—including a returnce-operiited
barber shop, &an Open Arms cooperative, a demonstration plot for improved
Parming mcthods, an electrie generator for lighting end an incubator for
hateching duck eggs. Attempts are being made to distribute amall farmihg
plota ﬁb to some returnees. Because of the vast improvements in the

provincizl program, the Vietm Cong have put & price on Roque!s head. &?Q
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But he is not worried. During the Philippine war, the Huks launched
an all-nigsht raid on his house #nd failed in three attempts to kill him.
o e Roque served witi American guerrillas during World War II, then
% 11 eleven years in the Philippine Army, ﬁ&l specializing in

:Eﬂ:t intclligence, and then moved into community development work. He was

a maaber of the m Mational Land Reform Council before volunteering to come
to ¥ictname

The Filipino veterans said they saw many@ problems in Vietnam
gimilar to those the¥f faced the Fhilippine govermment in fighting the

pro~Commuml st Hukse One of these problems is corruption and mismanagement

B Fewr . _

on the part og Weae government officiels in the Open Arms program.

"fhere have been scversl inecidents in which I had to ralse my

~, sald__

voice," I one quiet, serious Filipino vho did not want to be identifiecd.
"Pao mecks after I arrived, I went to the wmiehouse to get ?&1 blanketéfor
the Open Ams returnees and the blankats had big holes in them. The
Vietnamese government people didnt't cars. I had to remind them that the
returnecs had been their enemies and now you want them to be your friends,
s0 you havic to treat them well.

‘Taon two weeks latery, a sccond ineident happened. The returnees

said the govermment officials were giving them only 150 piasstres (roughly #1.50)

a month for nockct money , instead of the 200 piastrcs ($2) which is legally

a tted to th b & that 318, I made a report to the »nrovince chie
llotted to them for purpos & ,;pOu PR oF vo-dl A

S —; ——. ’\
(A Vietnamese edministrator roughly similar to an American foverer), HEix He -

scolded the Open Arms chief,

"Since then the Open Arms chief grew aloof. There's a big gap betw
- 3
him and me now. “Sset Somoone must do something to mske the Vietnomese governme
officials more honest, We had the same problem in the Philippines. ITut the’
Filipinos were amateurs when it ceme to corruption compared to the *éi_:_:_—7i‘/ﬁ7
~ 30 -
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