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AT dnind otretive stegn and cocnomic froubles ~ave begimning
%o coniront the crucdsd Open Arme program dondigned to lure Conmuniot
daefeotors %o the Allled -idos

In cheor numbers of Commumniat defectors, the Open fmg Programy
onlled Chicu Hol in Viotn'mene, has been ruwooessful thue far, Open frmg
officinia ro henrtened Ly the stundySm inovenne in the defeotor figurone
In 1966, tho 20,242 Communiusts vihio ewitohsd to the sovermment nido aqualled
t=o Vact Cong Aivisicnsag ‘ gpen  irme offieinls estimnded noro than 2900
35000 alﬁw =oldders would have deen killed attempting %o olimdpete
thet number on tho bottlefields '

“Tue Yiet Cong come over te this aido mostly bheorme A1Med  round
offonnivos, bembing nnd artillory, mekes iifo with the Communists diffioult,
if not imbepe bls,”  one Oven Ayma officdal expleined, “But thoy don*t como
hmumf;; moliticnl or ctonomio atfrection to the Victnemone povornment,

oo BWepest prodlam faoing the programeas pore ond nore dofcotors
Qctie ineein what capm me do with them, how can we help them end where =ill
they live?”

(Hows)
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tnce a Coomunl 5t defeotor 2ofturns ¢0 the goverrmont sido, he and
ajo hin £omily ave token to provinolel oantewss vhove foF 45 days they cre fed,
elothed nn? gliven politicoal (ndootrim tion lecturcss ("fhoce indocivim tion
seonions nre =0 boring ond nafve they sound oo thowh they uish$ bove boen
rpitton by o U, Is Te peofospor,” one /moricon cdviscr to the progsrom nodd)e
The dofectors ope interrogeted ond much of thelr irdormntion sbout the
Tiot Somg produnen betier intelligemve metericl for the Allded side than sny
othor nowrces They are aloo classified and soveencd to meod out eny plamtod
Viet Cone sountos ‘

Only throe onses of gonuing Viot Cong agents ove knorm to heve )
reneireted the prosrom, One moo & vomen vith opders $¢ ceduse = Tietnrwess
Gpen ‘¥mo chief and then ocarzy out espionsge. In the Nelong Teltag; two
Viet Cons npents plentod in the w:us contarn vore won over end
voluntorily roveeled Coomunioct plene %o ntfeck the buge Pien Hoe ady foroe basey
18 ndloe nopthwost of Snlgone

“mat this coveening prooecn ism't good croughys” one dmerioan advioor
tc the Tiotnomooe military ferces =oid, "Thoy ARVHe (irmy, Bepublio of Viotnnnm)
boliove tho Commundota cam and are ‘enetrating the progron. They beliove that if
thoe Vict Cong think they oan not in the wmildtary wop, thoy +ill peliticelly b
infiltrate into thoe goverimeni's Jpon Amng pPocren and the politicel spporstus
to otdér up *woudls in the future, Nosides, pusrwsess the AVPIs heve been
ohosing the Viet Cong for pecre—end vhen the Communiects get tired thoy con
oome & to the sovesrment sdde and got more bemofits thon the AIVES depondontos”

(Hore)
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faile in the (pon Arms centers, the defootoro-or re'urnoos oo the
Victnomene poveranent calls theme-are supposed to roceive 24 pdostres (roughly
20 oenta) » day for foody 500 phactres (84e5C) for two wults of nlothing and
rewards for mespons hrought fate the sovorrewont wlde (the ooudwelont of 87
for = siotol ur to E1lT0 for a lethnl 57 mme revcillcse riflc).

Buty in some vrovincesn, the returncos comploined to Open fwme
officdnls 10 § they wore not Me!r alothing: cllomonoe, In other
onnesy Yiowrsneso fficiols hod mado = contract with o local teilor to got
o kiok-haok and %o give the returneos lent then thely moncyte vorth in
olothing, roiisable sources rerortod. In other onoa, roturncen pronised
=ages Tor o holying =itk the construotion of Opon fams Dulildings
oomploined 4o thie correspondent thoy hod not boon peid, Tom & Vieotormone
covormmont of ficisl -esk corfronted with thin, ho simply foroed sovernl
umhappy rotwnses to sign receipts they hnd boen p&id-ew thenfim them
from their jobs w%m thom to on slresdy over-orewdod ,wmma
oenter.

snapicen officinisy infurinted with thio felilure of the Tiotarnose
govarnnont officiala to fulfill thalr promiacs to the yetirnoes, bhave attemptod
$0 got the bnd-ful of corrupt officicls removods Buly tho nost bothersome
ones e seldome Femoved, ‘fmexicon sources oolde

"14tu alwmyns the some otory,” one imerican ndvieor oxrloincds
"fhe coryupt Vietramonse oivilion offfodsls =we just an % Indion to o higher
rerking Ticto mose generaly In some oaves, the generel is a blood relntive
of the oivilicno--in other cones, just & protector for him,”

(o)
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¢ mnll mmber of Opon Amms returnces heve heon rosettled in spoc
hemletom—chiiolh 47 o forword political stwategy, one officisl explained.
Bightoen of thess Open fzme homlets have beon built thus fary JS0--oncugh to
house S000 rotuwrnoos and thedr feailies--nre sobedulsd to be comploted by
the end of this year, Tacse hemlots uoually house returnces vhooo hobes are in the
Viet Cong come or else Nerth Vietnomese defectors who have no homes in the
Soutie

towever, thie phese of the progrem io emmeshed in cconcmio troubloss
The Tietnonese povermment would like to issue lond end lond titles to the
returnces to ~uetain themselives by forming--and to use this es o means %o
attroot nove Commumists to the government sdde. But, tho omount of sviiad
svaileble scoure I n lemd in the govermment zome i very limitede-cnd it is
woually NOYSTed nonsproduotive sand or alum soils Tie levge ohunko of
rolustive lomd thet could be distributed exe in the Viet Cong sonese Thns for,
imordcen ond Tietnrmese ormed forces sre eof ther unwilling or ufab unmeble to
try to the third sltermntive~-to open new lands in on attenpt to copy the
“land for the lond-less® progrem which sucdked awey the pessant support
from the rro=Conmurd ot Huk movement in the Fhiliprines nome 15 yourse

“K%me@mdmo@ﬁ%l@hyrﬁmmmtnm

Tiet Cone fichters ond supporders, they would come into the governme it Sone

in hordes,” one Opon ‘rms official ezploinods



Open frmo-=ps @ 5

In onc of t20 18 Gpen M fvms hecdots, in the foPthir northorn provinse
of ot imi, She “dfe of ono § es-Cocoomniot told this G8TPep correspondunts
“Pds ﬁ.‘;‘.ﬂﬂﬁ in 0o hot oven cur chickeno puriche "o Wicé to plint owwet rotntoes,
bt the m&l ~ouldn't grov ang Mam:n;ﬁm we aust oot the cveet pototoe leevooe
A for of the £ villagors hove pige, but only if ey hove erough noney to
Buy food to roice thopewhiich I don't, e oo cxm to doeth 4n thio uk
haplete™
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