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SATGON, NOVIMEGR §~-Tho meod of this harrded capital fluotated
shawply with the direot-radio breadcasts funneling in the Mmerican Presidential
oleotion roturnse e foeling here is thet many of the fuismmn crwial
Mmdmts ;mw&ing the fate of Victnam hinged on the outocme of

the election=-and there were big hopes for a Nixon victory umsigy
sn both American and Viotnemese leadership ciroless
wpRESIDENT THIEU Is PSS wAITING FOR NIXON TO BE ELSCTED PRESIDENT

#& OF THE UNITED STATES BEFORE HE IS-EENE ACTS,"  wme-the

bannor headline of the "Tieng Noi Dan Toe" (wre-or—t (Volce of the

s88Flo Nation) vhich seemed to typify the reaotion that o Nixon
vhat the GOP candidate called ./ i
vietory would get Vietnam out of [the "as.ymm dicaster® e 4t wag /S

GRETINg €i¥o in which is was now quagniveds H¢—
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Hoat belioved that peace would come to Vietnem no matier whioh

.Gandidate w major candidate was electedj "Hixon end Hunphroy are same-same®,
- one aews Viotnamese newspaper-@dic editorializeds But, meny thought that

Hizon had a firmer--and cleerer--stand position which would get better peace
teyms fowhhem for South Vietnam——ond one move likely to prevent a coslition

govermmont from beingfo formed hores

military officemy—
One on genior Mmericam officlaly speaking prdyn privetely, oxplained

‘ the typdcal inerican and pro-government Vietnamese reaction vhon he saids

"I'n leery of Humphrey,;" he saide "And I'm leery of those State

$ | Departnent boys he'll bring ine They'll start counting up the number
- - of Horth Vietnomese battalion now out-side of South Vietnam=—-nearly 50 of them
nowand will say m Yokay lot's start pulling out an moricen divisions They
‘m*‘b listen 1o Abrems when ho says 'hey, those NVA battalions aren't
my far out of the country and what happensg if thoy come bask in.®
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St111, tho most "¢errifying" thought to ome imericen iB that "the
whole eleotion will go into the House and we'll be without & firm leedership
vhen wo need it moste This would be the worst

!

N s:;mm American military were attracted to the VWallae ticket, but
rm that ho was "the right men for this time." "Wallace would say
Sogay, lot's oreate a coastline for Loos," one young G I, sald,
meaning thet Vallage would bomb  ViEtmam North Vietnam 1¥to the South
China Scece __ _

In oito chort, the mood was that ofEk Vietnam war had affectod
Apericen pali.tioa and the dxape of ﬂm election for the past three yoarg=-

and now it was um the mrio;an eleption to s.nfluema the course

e

of the Viehwmm war and tm pame 4% would mhnrih
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