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SAIGON, NOVEMBER j3~~Probeedham. The beginning of the end of the
American~North Vietnamese big-unlt confrontations in the northerm half
of South Vie’g}:ax‘: &ia.s; alowly,, half-pexrceptibly unraveled here with the
?éjt.ulivg;*:ahift of the elite U, Se¢ Army 1st Air Cavalry Division, The
Apericen command announced this week that the first elements of the
airmobile division-':;l; :;eing moved to the Cambodian border area northwest
of Saigon from i the suburbs of Huey; where it had been the "gwing force"
reserve for the defense of the old imperiel capitaly, for the demilitarized

zone iifd and for the 1nterd13tion of tie Coumurist llgtﬁtu logistical
o .
road network leading from Leos 3}!!?0 the Ashau Valley towerds Hue and Denang,
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Opficially, General Creighton Abrams made plana for mo¥ing the
First Covalry beforc the Ootodar 16th pease bHré&Eth dreakthroush in Pario—
and officlelly, ho mede the move becauso of the growinmg thraat slong the
©ormb Cambordion border cofi%Sdrou pemi=oirouler are flenking Sadgon
to the northwests Thoro tho Commundsto heve reportedly added snother
divisiom—~—ihe 1ot Herth Viotnamese immy Divislon, which until a monih
age hiberanotod nlong the firet and socond ciicp oorps bordor——to
reinforce the 5thy Tth and 9th Communiot divisionsy, which origso-crous
into Cambodia, wuelng it as e sencutary when American ¥~52 | ralds
prgvent oafo gmoup rogroupment in War Zene C Tayninhy Phuoo long Ml
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Theny on Hovember ll==Armintice Day=—the Americen command terminated
the l4-month=-long cperation Wheelor—-Wallown and the seven-month—-long
Operaticn Burlington Treil,; 4in vhichximmdassmfeempmam two Aperican
brigndes olaimed killing 12,000 Conmimiats . woatenorthwont-of-Pmr Ry
only 16 and five miles respeutlvely went-northwost of 'I‘m Ky. . These two j

iy P

<o pk e,
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" olassifiods
Degpite the military veneer of these mt aSTIVN; aotions by General

> Abranmg, the up-=shot of 'bhoao moves appaa:e to be the first adjustaent
of tho battleficld to the pomm:r gaaeml political agreement botween
Hanol and Washington for tit=for-tat tagd,t military de~escalation and
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Vietummooe offlcers in a position to know report that Ganorel
Aprem@é has sdvisod-and the Vietnemese Joint mm Staff ham agrocd—
et in the two mrthwcorpa areas of the Souﬂgy-ooﬂ'esiﬁcﬁt mthem
helf of tho ootmtw n:u.ea taotical ofienclive operations 'bo out back,
that Allled foroces be pulled batk into mejor bego ai‘rem W
conserve thelr strongths vhidle waiting to dstermine vhethar the Communiet
i thodmemmupon y
abide by wnderstanding” %W reduce tho soale of wt}ﬂ&y
war aotivitye “And if the Commmints bLagin mnmidesuriesay LT
-1 wdgtelatg.rerr romogcalate, we'll Right escalate twice as styongly,” the
Yiotnamose officer reported, jg;l implying either a pesumption of the
bonbing of Harth Viethmm o meving Allisd trecps moross tho borders into

"X o Loog-=or bothe
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This mtiham teolt military de-encalation, now underway in its first
i

stogeny soames only partially and indirsetly related to the Americén

Ha no Hanol deel in Paris for tha cessation of the bombing over Korth

Vietnam in exchengo for a cartain "understanding” of what would follow

on the part of Hanol, Instead; this military de-entalation soems more
dirsotly and precisely relmted to raports that sococret mrragementm have baocn
made in Loos for & "gradusl and proportionate® umidhdrawl withdrawal

of Apmerican and North Viotnamess troops from the.,."’outh. Tiile the
ceoret ampeg orrengement 1s atdll bromd in outline and genoral in soope
ond commitmont by both mides, 1% doos includo some spesifie options for
the regroupment of troops into cnoluves prior to withdrmwal—vhioh 1s
vhat 1s currently suggested by General Adbrmns ro=pocitioning of Amoricmn
forccs and hlz mdvise for & pull=hack of Vietnamese forocsms The
American and North Vietnemese Anmbassedors to lLeosy, MNesars. Villiam H,
Sulliven from gwm Washington and Le Van ljen from Haneoi, reportedly
laad the sh:spin;.of the broad outlinsa of the disengegement plan,
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The finol and formal agreecment on the bilateraly, ooncurrent withdrawal
of North Victnanese and Amerloan troops is thought to be one of the X first
items of & cubotmntive digouseiem on tho E agsnda of tho Porim pence telko~—~
vithm or without tho representstion of the reiwa relustant Saigon governmonts
The mpecch of Smarvotary of Defense Claxk €lifford, bLroadowst roceived in
Szigon at 0905 this morning, November 13, &m explicitly seld as much--that
proe produntive talks oould ba continucd #Ex botween the Ue 8o and North
Vietnen for o "military nrrag arrangement” lending to no dimunition of
in the leovel of oombaty oven without the preosemce of the South Vioinamese
delegation in Parig-—a point that a number of Smigonese have made in tho regte
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I¢ there was ever much doudbt left in Saigon about Washington's haste
in liqtndatm_g__ his chunk of the Vietnam wapr+—even if it means forfeiting its
comnitments to koep South Victnam viable and partially non—Communist—the
Clifford speech this morning ovaporated most illusionp, - low-weiieing-WiEtiinome
Low-ranking Vietnsmosce, listening to the raedio droadocast, were shooked
ag at Clifford!'s tone and languages Western Aiplomats were stunned by
: "the thunderclap=-this is hardly the way %0 bring the GWN (Government of Viecinmm)
to the oonfersnce 1::511)].3“?3 I'&twi,ﬂ“ ailmply dig its four heals in l1like & mule and
remain obdurate.” But, the most startling reastion ocame in the Amerioan
SO AIT0 o 0P T8 2 SR SR GH RERRGT o ghed ona oven moro obagrineds  *
,,".,,N:!mmm.m&mm.mmm-wmn@mw or without Tieu—
there's going to be an immediate beginning of an American pul),-m&; and a
ceasfire by the time Nixon takes oﬂ.’ioe:)' This 18 peade at any price—and
Yashington does not ocare how it looks to the reat of the world %

if the North Vietnameee simply slix_),ﬁ.“ the Americans loave,"
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r; ns one knowlodgenble Weotorn obmorver sugganteds

"Mis ig the be@.nn:}gg of the big Amerisan bug-out. Tho Clifford

RSRSEES S

specoh wms the wey of walking baswards through a revolving door amd malcing
it mppenr ap though they were marching ine"
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Hesnwhile, the "understanding"s of the motions Hanol wam to refrain
from in exchange for the lmerican cessation of tho bomdbing appeers to be =mo
quickly and £TINTS £limsily worked out on detalls that oven responsibla
Mmericen and South Tietnameoe officisls are still in the daxk on tha speaifios—
and hence more in the dark about what Henoi is actually violating. Pposident
Thieu was reportedly told by Mmorioan Amdbassador Ellsworth Bunker that
Hanoi agreed to nall off "ground attacks and mlie shollings® on "major
gities"—~yut now both kmoerican mmid Vietnomese military efficers arc olearly
worrded ebout a cmﬁ; Commmist fourth offensive, part of whish might
hit Saigone Buty Aubanaador m lﬂ 'Hm known to inolude tho 44
provineial Oapifalsiiu the ao"m- of Hanoi' u;:;t of the bargains I!m
Amoricen military sommand admits 4% ham not repeat ndlé not been .given ~L i
a ny clarifiontions of thig by Vashingtons "There is some confusien
in the mttmoks on tho oitiemy" ono oenior source @éxplained,  "Somo press

raports onrrying baskorounders from Wachington lists provindial oapitals and

aboves gome mny only urban oomtors,
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"Rit, what is & Vietnomese wrban sentar, Iy Tho has boun sholled
severel timee with e goodly mmount of ordnsnco—it'e o provincisl “op

oapitaly, but ia it sn urben centor? Aloo vhat about a militery 660
compound on the fringe of o umlmsmenmkemxn provincial cepital~~im as in

the case of the.mhidddmgn Quang Tri? Vhet about these military installations
en the fringes and incide greoter metyopolian Saigon? Is sholling of

NI

Tan San Fhut nilitary sdrbase and the ¢ commersial civilian

terninal o Comunist violation? W And vhat if the Comwmunints
begin o wove of terroriom in the otﬁﬂwtha%&a anothor foim of ground ntinok?
Wo don'y know, That will heve to ba rofimed in Wachington. Did tha

nogotiators spell it out that clearly~-or did they overlock that point?"
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Buty South Vietnomese govornnent offiocdals who are olaiming even
o /f_‘j il Ty
Ms on distriet caopitals as A Commmint ¥il violetien and have counted

C e eeta

IS s —— g ————

" more than 30 minco November l--are beooming incrsasingly shrill at both the
Comnunista and the fmericans for the incidentss
"Ie tho Commmiots do not repeat not shell Now Tork or »Washingtons-
then the Amcricanz do not ropeat not reocognize them as being major citienm,®
ono Viotnemese politiciamm seld sareasticallys

“Wﬁ reutop




	363-08275
	363-08276
	363-08277
	363-08278
	363-08279
	363-08280
	363-08281
	363-08282
	363-08283
	363-08284
	363-08285

