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SATCON, DECHMBER 6=<Promillinchipe Although Prosidont
Nguyen Ven Thicu has ofFich officislly denicd South Viotnm's s6VOral
delegmtions to Pards will "wait for President Nixon or anybody oloe," i4
the cvidenca horo is that the short=term Saigon diploontie otratogy
ic to do juat that.

Salgon newspapers genoral ré56l rofles ting govormment tHIAE.
are rmmning banner headlines that it will be as lomg as six months bsIi
bel beforo any vaguwoly significant csubstantive 1gssucs capcerning poaoe
in the South are disouosed at the conforence tableo, Vietnamose politisal
gources, inoluding csomo joining tho dolegmtions going to Paris this weck,
privetely confido that tho dmigon gmvornment i in no repcat no rush
to deecidc any important questions until Nixon im in the White Houme—eand
they hope—Amurican Ambassador Averill ivorell Harrimen, oonoidoered herw

a8 "selling out Leos" in 1962y 1is repimvo&-&a Pariam,

sofore rautor
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Indicating Saigon's tough—-bargaining attitude at Peris is one important
and ironic concession that the Thieu government wrangled from the American
officialdom before he agreed to end his month—-long boycott of the peace talks.
T™is concession £ goes back to the final Palace sessions between the
B Vietnomese government and American Ambassador Ellsw?rth Se Bunker only hours
before President Lyndon Johnson announced unilateriali.f his Ngovember 1lst
bombing halt of the North——and before Thieu told the Americans he would not
send a delegation to Paris in early November., As & last-minute compromise
in these final Palace confrontationVVioe President Npmseh Neuyen Cao Ky
proposed that Saigon would still send a delegation to Paris=—but would first
discuss only procedural guesticns, the impliocation being that the Vjctnamese
government was noi repeat no longer trusted the arrangements with Hanoi that
Harriman was supposedly meking on its behalf, In the pre=dawm hours, shortly

before President Johnson'g November 1 speech, <the American officialdom here

reportedly rejected this ocompromise, arguing these procedural discusgsions . .
‘MGU@M% °

e —
would take months and Washington was in a hurry. But, xmowgn later’ in

attempts to induce Saigon to go to Paris, +the American offioialdom bascked
dowm and agreed to this oondition which it had earlier rejocted—-the nct result
being that Washington and Hanoi lost time in Parisy, but Taieu gained, at
least internally, in political prestige and won even more afdf clarifications

from the Americans than he had previously asgked for during the October sessions.

==more reuter



zeze sag
yy tx

paris 3 (friar/deepe)

Hence, while President Johnson wanted to launch immediately into
substantive issues in Paris, some ¥§&¥¢ Vietnamese political souces
gources close to the government are now predicting a battle over
procedures in Paris that may take as long as three months—or more.

Another evidence of Saigon'g hard-nosed attitude at Paépis is the
Lavtravers . sl

behind~-the-soenes role assigned to flamboyant‘Vice President Npoyewr

@3 Ky=who is the most prestigious and powerful leaderd of South' Vietnam's
& .have once

haviks==or eagles as they call themselves. Ky was ommm known to W opposed

t4 eny poace negotiations short of accepting a Communist surrender)

and the fact that he is masterminding the Paris matters is a softening
of his——and the government's—position to some extent. But, certainly

he can be oxpected to veto making mmypmssmmmm many important concessions to the
M, “fPa
Communigtse “TEeedeEie sending of an elected Vice President to Burope will~--

J' € 7f/h _-__'g,__,.
the ?!&‘gml government believesy, perhaps erroneocusly—enhance Saigon's

LAl

prestige at the conference table, j.Jnternally, it is evidence of a clew
Smsm

clever and calculated political move by President Thieu and the governmente—
for the right-wing faotion, which loaoks to Ky for leadership and trusts
his no-sell-out attitude/with the Communists, can not be expected to

CL0n

cause political mmmmms in Saigon. Also, the right-wing & C},;,,
24

the politient—sp internal political spectrum is now committed to peace

g8y negotiations of somj’ soxz, ¥ and will have to bear responsibility 2

D - i Pk ™™ ;
thus #8 eliminating their perogatives for @”W j
i D .
(R ’q &/ InNyYsy V1 e f < e »,,L L ...‘C }(‘_jﬁ.u LN o
dissatisfacgion, “ CrAs € /7 “‘3 P o S& 8.8 e /
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Eventually--at gome time--the expectation here is that the Americans
and Hanoi will reach some bilateral agreement for a gradual exit of

of some "foreign troops®-~but probably not a total withdrawsl by oeither side.

But
"I m’u’@; while the intensity of the war » may be scaled dowm, there is
-/

currently little hope that the Communist will ascept Saigon's terms for peace
and there is not repeat not a glimmer of cvidence that Vice Pncsident Ky

in Paris or President Thieu in Saigon will a¥ accept anything close to

the Cgmmunist terms of a coalition government in Saigone Henee, while

the war may fade away somewhat, out of the interrnational headlines,

the hopes for any genuine peace for batitered South Vietnam eppear very dinm

indeed.

Te official & Saigon: delegation actually negotiating inside the

confercnce hall numbers only five and his headed by a competent foreign
affairs technician and f@MiBr ex—ambascador to Manila, Pham Dang Lem. The

delegation of Vice President Ky, vho will operate outside the conference hall,
Aot

numbers x4 sixty eight po¥s0ily personsy @SF included a three-man brain
G

trust (one full colonel, two civilians), “CRE"E"tW*~ twelve=man seoretariat
(including colonels, captains, typists, stenographers, speechwriters) and
twenty seven service people (aide de camps, bodyguards, hairdresser for

mrse ky, cook for the whole delegation), Also a task foroe a of more than

T W/ B . i, ;" b b AN e
twenty Wﬁ ross end information spesialists is also

Fo ey ;sz‘.‘f‘ d oth
schedulod for Paris, —Sissidemef businessmen, Vietnza)mzess‘fi ,journ?hsts and other
wofficial citizens sre & mlso scheduled FEF-FaTiny 7 &7 <75

PRV ATE ==end reuter
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