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(TMis is the second of a two~part series on developuents along the

dsmilitariaed zone, Vietnamf A3 Spea ﬂa)é””‘ 72‘2"9”3 7

#”\%MW 6—»0%- ffu-anl7 W M )"w)" 7«“/ ’é”“’(’)
WITH THE Ue Se THIRD MARINE DIVISION, ALONG THE DEMILITARIZED ZOKE,

VIETHAM, OCTOBER ]6~-Marine units operating arcund the former

combat base of Khe Sanh have developed unique and highly mobile

tactics~helicopter hopscotohing along the mountain hilltopse | '
For roughly thirty miles along the Demilitarized Zono--from the

beginning of the northern hill-lands westward towards the Laotian border——

the Marines (fa;:gﬂépt’ced the tops of rezor-back ridgelines and isolated

peaks with M*;hwkerboarﬁ of artilliery bases, helicopter landing zZones

the size of three pingpong tables and bunkered patrol bascgy that lock

like @ igloos of green sendbags wwslesdFewy=l silhouetiing against the jungles
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ligre than 135 landing zoncs——some only large enough to land one

e
u'a%& helicopter at a time-—and more*mn 15 fire support bases for artillery

W units have beon hackod ofie¥me out of tho ridgelines and

\oﬁtop of mountein pealkse The termin is cleared g¢ither by chain saws or
Fue Rpudoas - /

A
azr—droprod demolitiong, and occasnnally\Mmb oraters are uceds
G- le
i

Hot 2ll these hilltop bases are utili .ed at om® many are veoated oy ground

o 1 opter ed from one hilltop to ancthers When the

troops as fl

Horincs lcave, they denude the sandbags from the tops of the ounkere—-so
that Anerican nirmaft can keep the pod.tiona under obscrvationse 'Ihus,

far, the Communicts have not ba boobyu'apped or ocoupied any of the

Marine-crested posl tions._
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Some strategic positions are manned constantly--but with a rotation
of mﬁ?l-m Marine unitss Some bases were held by the Harines\ﬁf cbservation
@1 loock=~outs even during the siegé of Khe Sanh. One of these bases is
atop Hill 950, wherev ninefided mineficlds 1l2id by the French, the Commmists
and the smericans engulf the Merines into an area the size of a football fieldy®d
mkmpd Hill 950 is considered strategic because it over-sees the northwest
passage for ';n(;;lﬂ;iz;m m from Leaos into South Vietnan.
Monkey-like snimals harrass the mee Marines on Hill 950 by throwing
baseball-gized rooks at themy +the Marines call them "roak-% apess” A
wooden platform half the size of a tennis court serves as the helipads some
of the bigger helicopters can land only on their rear whoels, vhile letting
the pas-engers out the rear gate, as the noge and front wheels of the
haliQOpteM powvered skywards, One helicopter carrying a
Marine brigadier general has already erash~landed m at the mini~-pad and the

officer was returncd to the United States for medical caree
The 150=scme leading zones ond fire support beses heve all been given n _
SU(‘H AR ‘/\TL‘&:% Faa AL Jwﬂf” A
several a:tw nemeé after xmsmamenpewtesm former Merine Corps commandants, )
_ Swot AR MPEYD M) R Aoy, P-r/1)
several after g.lrls,) peverel after birds, Tueh as Rcabin srdegipsmiter Hoviz and

Mallard. One is also named Winchester, which caused the Navy chaplain to
erect a simple altar amidst the jungled trees near the base end exclaim,

"Ah, what could be V@ betters Winchester Cathedrall ".

==more reuter



2CBC sag
¥y nnm
tactics 4 (normass/deepe)
ket Jaks Joon days Fo Peisoa, 3
‘lhe emall hilltops alearinga}enable the mﬁ-‘inas fo enp Log sort of

mhot,gun, or S’plcvutel'“% type of mobility, as distinet from the yotmd

mobility the lisrines €n faile.a to echicve &t Khe Sanh bofore it was besicged

by larger Communist formztionse

“Since the Khe Sanh sic,go i lifted, one senior Marine cificer
explainedy "ghe Marines ha\re x-“ donbled taws their helicopter-lift
capabilitica up heres The Us 5. Avmy's lat of the 5th Mechanized Brigade
has taken over responsibilities along the LMZ nesr the scagoasts The Harines
have larpe, heavy ground meneuver clements that cen detent he cnony msen
even when he's in the moutains and in the jumgle, even thoush he ean move
{asmvivigwmenebueri in on Q us from his § sanciuarics in 8 or Nerth Vietnaam,

VNI SF et ol TS /f‘/JqMAi

"ﬁm lﬁarines are oonvimed the only way to keep thenf from threatening

other points in the populated areas = of Quong Tri province 1s to move Marines
x,_/-—"" R R
out wheses- ard whenever we can find the enemy. We conoentratﬂ‘ on finding the
Omitely s 2

enemy from om-siﬂzelew\sé landing zones=—-and then we put Marines in the
middle of the e’%;nm We have clesred and now maintain lending zones sll over

}%d}"ﬂ /v'--ﬁ.— J
gy this area. THS If o LETtmhHattalion runs out of t’anemy and s M

-

SORESiRemEeeT OTe preductive elsewhere, the Marines are moved. Ve move these

battalions around holter—-skelter. We try to pull back the Marine troops for
rest foPone or two days out of every eight or nine days==but the main thing

for us & is to keep after the onemy."
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Ogher tectical features in this ridgeline-leapfrogging operation includes
1. ‘e integration of artillery and infantry units in the same
frontiine locntions Aéféne officer explained, "Tig is the firét time =
infantry and srtillery have been teme so close together in one fire support
base since the American Civil War, when the artillery eccompanied the
infantry to the battlefields We have found that we can not maintain
forward :i.nfantry-peﬂbl positions without the artillary and we can'¢ lecave
the ertillery clome without infantry protection from -seppese—a Communist
sappers and M unitss S0, we have put them together on one hilitope
But, neither the imimx infantry nor the artillery units can go anywhere from

 here without the helicopters——whick is the key to the operatiocnes”
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26 In the threa-am_ensional Jungled terraing, the Marines now
are heli~dropped on the hilltope and begin patrelling domwards into the

=S Ve prpp
valleyse x8&m This is a rather siémifioa@xg change from theW

Ll TR,
{INeToT the lifting of the Khe Senh siege iMTTEEFY: From the begimming of

the DNiZ operation in 1@ mid=1966, the Marines wi¥l heli-baﬂropa were
captives of suitadble londing zones--mostly in the valleys-—and then the
troopers were o¥pen forced to marching uphill /ﬂ—m emzl!wwegainst
Communist dug-in posiilionse

 fTus diiference beiween marehing from the hilltops downwards instesd
of the valleys up the jagged hillgides ﬁ to the peaks is seving the lVarines
an ineredible amount of time and energys. One & Marine battzlion commander
pointed out one of his compeny positions only samx helf mile sway on the
map~~but a tangled,d steep ridgeline aways He said it took his company

’@ 45 minutes %o walk down the hill~-but eight hours %o @c walkk back up ite

==more reuler
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“These mobile tactics have onabledq\the:ariaes t0 rogein the tactical
vm <, :
initiative on the western flenk of the m One other helpful factor for

them is that thc Marine line companies ere now at their greatest gtrength
& e/

- S

to dote in the wer; esem meny Marive companies wore understrength/es the
Morines londed in Vietnem in 19655 now the companies are up to strength,
&

informed sources report\/upto a 150 %o 180 men per company beeTuse

owdzefoe~¥ T.e reason has been that only 700 W Vietnan-veterans £ of
the 27th Marines were withdrawal in September, aond the rest of the

reginent was assigned to Harine units along the DiMZ.
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Further ecast, on the seaside flank of the DMZ, the introduction of
the Us S, Ammy 5th Mechanized Brigade has also emhanced Allied mobility,”
there, thus freeing Marines and Vietnamese troops from their bunkered
outposts and barBEE W barb-wired installations such as at Con Thiens
Ipitial reports indicate that the 5th Mechanized Brigede, which replaced the
2Ttgpth Merines, 1s having trouble with Communist lend mines and ambushess
Some fear the monsoon rains in the sand-dune and shaggy brash environment will
further hamper the tanks and other tracked vehicles in the brigades Already
one operation to join up with Marines in the rolling "peidmont" hills into
the DMZ has been cancelled, informed sources reporty because the Army's armor

could not cope with the terrain.
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Like the Communists, the Marines are facea with 26& {wo immediate
problems—-thermonscons and malaria, Malaria is considered far worsec a
problem for the Communists then it is for the ﬂarinesfg Heny ees Communiat
prigoners talk of heoavy losses to their units because of feverss. But, it
iz serious for the larines tooe Casualties from the "fover of wniceown
unknovm origin®=~which turga;ut to be malaria 80 per cont of the time~—are
equal to combat casunlties during guiet days of the JM At times,,
the fevers run so high that Marines are given emergency helicopter evasuati
off the frontlines for treatments there have been seversl fatalities Ai!l;f;/
Allied military porsonnel in the two northern provinces sre taking daily
supplemental =nti-malarie pills, which has resulted in a 50 per cent drop
in the casualty rates and lessen;ﬁifhe seriouancss of the disease,

==more reuter
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Juet how much the mongoon “goo%swens pllets enll itewwill redugo the
Horine mobility, lelihorne operaticns and i-amr,}pl;y ndasdons iz open to quootiong
commonders eay the monsoons will dofinitely reduce the oeole and efficioncy
of tho mobile operationss The northeest monscoms will probably prove less
disanterous to tho Commmists thun the outgeing nonsemma, whileh have for

the past ocveral nomths dremehed thelr roads on the lnotien cide of the

nountaine,

=il reuter
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One can not but sense the profound irony of the new Marine operations
along the DiZ, and the Army operations in the province just south of it,
in comparison with previous periods of the wares When the liarines landed
in the populated oeastal lowlands in 1965, . they sought to ficht Wm -

229

AGry W ST K GesIh L
countor—insurgenoy waz:t and to seeure the local populations They

pooh~poohed the Army's hectic heliborne search-and-destroy operations

into the remote, Jjungled and spare sparegelx; populated arease The Marines
resisted operating along the IMZ in saarc!; elusive North Vietnamese unite——
until directly ordered by General William C, Vestmoreland in %@ mid-1966.
Now, the two services up here have changed roles~-with neither the Merines
nor the Amy seeming to realizing ite Now, in Thua Thien province, the
Aray's ® two elite, airmobile divigions——the 10lst and lst Cavalry-—are

in the lowlende and the Army commanders are as enthusiastie about weeding
out the Communist "infrastructure" and protecting the local population as
And, the i 1ne oq?anders along the DlZ

%) operat that they had once eriticized the

Army for launching.
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While the Marines have regsined the tacticsal c\ffensive aleng the DMZ,
the Communists continue to hold the strategie initistive, 'The P D2z
has consistently been one of two pleces where the Allies have been on
the strategic defensive, the second place being the long defense line
of the Us S Army é 4th Infantry Division stretoling-fressdde fanning out
from Pleiku and faé:lng the Cambodian=Lsotian 'bordera. The political
rules of engagement under which the Allied commanders have been ordered
to fight have prohibited fwem crossing the Ben Hai river into North
Vietnam =nd into Leos and Cambodia, where the Communists @ skitter
to seek refuge vhile retreining and regrouping.

==more Trcuter
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T™is strategic initiative gives the Communists advantages, which

could czuse the tacticel situstion to flipflop significantly wh with or
g \/ov}l: thgut}; a ceisi?on of 0@4&3&1:13 over North Vgetnamw currently

W in Saigons

1, ‘he proximity of N rth V@ Vietnam gives the Communists thedr
shortest suprly routes for war materials and their Ffastest replacencnt
Capabilitye.

"I'11 tell you how fast the Communists can replace their cowsiwere
Gasualties along the IMZ," one Marine officer exmlained. We completely
batiered the 320th Divisien this sumaerv, they"WPeie it broke contacty F=r/)
exfiltrated from South Vietnams Then the 320th was re-introdused with the
same cadre but fresh froops and $ re~established contacts All of this
happened in 11 days——and to the hest of my knowle@ge that is e record."

2+ ‘The second advantage is that from North Vietnam the Commmists
can employ their tubs artillery with more intensity and effectivencas than

from any other place into the Souths Their ammnition

supply lines are @t shorter, waich gives them leeway for heavier bombarﬂments,

end they face fewer probl \ﬁms'm moving their artillery into their invigible

positions inside the ﬁa of nountaing,
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It is not only the intensity of ar Communist artillery fire in the pasts
but slso ¢ 1is nccuracy on fixed Marine insteddwien installations which
causes concern among the Marincs, During the summer months, Communist
artillery fired into the Marines' huge logistical base of Dong Ha three

timese The first round cf emch berrage hit o prime targete Once, the first

oo,

round hit o Ferines smiverd onnmunition dwmpji the second barrage, the first

round hit a fuel supply points oné the third barrage, the first round hit

Al h Rt

another anrunition dump,,
Herine commande;ﬁrecall B2 1thet the siege of Khe Senh began, not with

an intense Compunist artillery barrage, bdut with m embarrasgingly accurate
o MEL icj
ong~~the first rowmPs hit tho larines emmunition dump, which send "hot rounds

cooking off" arcund the Harines for 12 hours. Likewise, one of the first

roumds in mid-May ageinst the Us Se Army lst Air Cavalry ignited the! /2 .

D?Fo

Ireressh cnmunition dupp—-whioh in turn destroyed end domaged MoUTeT=-hiwme
f roughly 100 helicopterss

Marine commenders and troops "juet feel" the Communisd a:rtiilery is

being positioned still being positioned in North Vi.otn;n and Laos to
%

Breg Yorve s/

o I -
"zop" at their "sitting-duck TrTEITIONR mstallations"'/ Noé one is

—— -~
%predﬁ.otiﬂg when .@
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