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SAI GON, APRI; 12—An escalation towards heavier fighting is expected
soon in the battle around Kne Sanh,
But, the foxm of the fighting by both sides has changed tactiocally,
reliable sources reporte
The spectre of é magsive Communist ground assault in the setpiece
fashion of Dien Bien Phu has venished at this point, these sources said,

“Mirst, because of the immensity of American military power and mobility there,

second, because the American command is reportedly =%
shifting the holding power of the base from American Marine to Vietnamese
reéularsw—and even these regulays Vietnamese forces could be withdrawn, Third,
gfhe significance of Khe Sanh for the Communists has consistently been measured
by official sources as a Rd#ge dramatic hinge to swing the American

political party conventionsy, if not the electiony which meant their grand
assault should have come in July, when the monsoon rains also began to shift in
their favor, Buty, President Johnson's April 1 eliminated the American
conventions and election as the piwet decisive point in the Communist timetable

and hence the political a@n significance of theselec Khe Sanh also vanished

From the Communi ot Viempoddde.. these sources roport.
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In the wake of the R0,000-man Allied operation around the combat
base, the Communists have reportedly shifted from positional warfare,
onse used to besiege the former Marine base, to mobile warfare of
harrassing and briefly contesting the Allied forces. In short, they
have ﬁhlfﬁ@d to a mobile, momentary frontline, rather than a .

<~
rigidg one enclrcllng the base camps

imerican ¥h tactics have also shifted from the Marine concept

of holding a static, fixed position—a concept ordered.b

supesded=h superior headquarters——to the Army concgnt of highly mobile,

expanses quickly and

heliborne operations covering wide =g

with more flexibilitye. The Army cer@®i concept is essentially the classical

search-and—-destroy operation General william Cs Westmoreland haa é@pﬂu
S DT Py

e ~-AA o ?Mﬂubw
igpaewerwer consistently attempt to emrlog‘ﬂ!!%&/g
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The relative mildness of tha?coﬁtﬂoés thus far--relative
compared to the specire of Dien Bien Phu—-has 1eaﬁ to the conclusion
among manyk}eading Vggﬂﬂ*b Tiotnomese se¥en salon puTITITIONT

2 : that dTPIGNUTIC o tw tacit diplomatic des®

deal had been made between Washington and Hanoi to militerily

W

politicians

disengage in the Khe ganh area, This view--while wiuesg?eag_in
;{‘v"és‘m_ r"i«

sophisticated circles here—--however appears Lo be p

pro=-French, if not prOwgommuniwt;elements striving to widen the

sugpicion and cleavage between the

pmerioan of EFETL officisldom here and the Vieinomese governmente
The gist of this line is that Weshington and the Communists have already

mode A Gssl for a pre-cocked peace, in which South Vietnamese would be
aold out by the Amerleans. Thia‘line of recsoning eppenrs to be an

we.a—:?,"%;’w\ ~i~{’a” i»\uﬁ;“
propaganda eirculating in Saigon, Hue

extension of the

and other cities during the Tet offensive, F@Em intimating that the
Mmerican command had deliberately let the Communist trooms into the
cities as a2 means to force the government of President Hguyen Van Thieu

to negotiate. The result of this whirlwind of i@ propogenda ha® hes

ck of confidence on the pert of Vietn amese leaders in

the Amevicﬁnﬁ,(”a great deal o

been & net la
: § confusion in the m& ninds of pro—American,

anti=-Communists. sdignific&ntiy, ned ther the American command nor mission

Ab
‘,agina' they a‘.".‘? *;30

spoke fSme r0pa wﬂa‘ &
P men are ¢ ounteri ng this pme prop &e
" U { 4 V;‘ -i,g‘i\ ‘f‘ L 8 e

\fﬁé"v. ey e N *ﬁlf*‘mi(‘:’e“\::s ‘i\ ﬁ/‘/‘, ,ﬁ’\‘f‘
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Howevery, more studious and informed sources here believe
that no teeit Henoi=-Washington underatamxng had becn reached cbout

Lt

Khe Sanh for thasem reEsons 8

1, The cormnunist strategy is not to de-escalate the
militery war while negotiuting——but to escalate it, This position,
-8 clenrly expressed in a mammoth €& coptured Communist document,

states thet "Pighting continues until the emergence of a situation

where both sides are fighting indecisively, Then, a situation
where flg“ht,zng and negotiations are conducted simultaneiously m;
may cmerge. In fighting whlle negotiating, the side which fighis

more strongly will m compel the a& adversary to accept his conditions."
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2¢ Both Radie Hanoi and the Liberation Radio i-fertNorwcrerbiromr
{(ﬁet Cong %@vg oomeﬂted st length obout Operation Pegasus/lem SonZ Q7
which they call the "Flying Horse" operation. They have claimed
victories there, which seem exaggerated in Western eyes, arne®
to such an extent that it sppears the lifting of the siege around
Fhe 3anh hog put them on the propaganda defensive, Té%% Their
broadensis Tofe forecast more fighting and are especially vitrolic
about General Vestmorelands

The Isberation Front Press, similar to radio broadeasts from

Hanoi }’ saidy "The figﬁiing and vietorics ot Khe Sanh are a o big
slap in the mouth of defested General Westmoreland when he left Vjetnam
for Washington and boasted the military situation of the Americans in the
South haé improved, With our trend of one wictory after another victory
(arouné Khe sanh), the people and the military forces in Quang Tri province

(along gha?dz :2f§ﬁ§; zone) will move forward to gain bigger

v1ctdr10g¥f push the Americans tﬁ and their puppets dom inte an
abyss of ce@sye complete defeat."
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i

emmund % military tacticd thet they have used

3, The classical €
n the face of TEPErTOL superior lorces

for yenrs hos beon o withdraw  »

or when the military disadvaptoges T

‘W

emmle& ageinat their mrzyﬂ.ng e
iﬂ‘ l‘tigﬂil ’ >

m”g"‘ peaey *

the e

in some victorious mannsls Honedl

fﬁ if w f«"i:ﬁg, they have i tharamm——gould
washington o niliterily disengsEcs

ever around the Ine sanh

}poli"“iﬂ A r «mg@mem with
Just how many Conmmist troops Were

3 e

+ of conjecture ge even 2 month ogo——vhen ond if they

ase wes #ia motte
snd why is still & source
two divieions were De

have withdrawm
&t Kpe Senh consistently m“‘:inmim;d thet v the base,
jpeluding some in. in08, 2nd that they hed cz«s,pméﬁ. prisoners and delectors
who *wri?:aee ‘%mw. Qshers, noTever, believed thet only nglenentis® of

¢wo divisions were in the AXets
The Wnchington atetenent by smrew.ey of Bafegag bl axk C 1111 s
p”""f f #

thet the Communis® c@iv:s.aions wri thdrew BOLOLE

beeonee of overvhelning Amer joon Tirepower 1is 2la0
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"We know there were two full (communis:t) ‘divisions around
Khe sanh by Mareh 30, with enough people to moUfit an offensive,
whether they chose to assault or not," one high—-mnking American officer

explained, "We don't know where®a they'¥6 " &one now-—or even if they've

~ gone oo, cnyyheres But, if Uy anyone made tHEM“PE

to be airpower ang artillery, There was certainly no one on the ground

First Air Cavalry and Vietname

to make them leave before that the

moved in."”
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T
4s TFor the Communists, Khe Sanh lost its politieaz
political significance with President Johnson's April 1 speeche
The prevailing view of officials in Seigon was that Khe Sanh was

important to the Communists onlyy as a hinge to swing the American

- .
politicol nominations or the elections., Hence, their attack grand

ground assault—-if actually plenned—--would have been launched in July

or August, for maximum impoet within America. i ¥
N S A
o }, - L VS
£ :‘ i%’x

But, on April 1, prosident Johnson in offect agsumed the

Kennedy position by undertaking negotiations and p éfproposing a political

refusing to accept a ref*renomination for the Presidency,
W-—m"

son increased the likelihood for Henoi it would Hanoi might

settlement, And by

Mys  John

be faced with a hard-line Richard Nixon as the next president, rather

than o soft=-line Robert Ket

==more reuter
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Richard Nixon is“ﬁigﬁ/;ore important 4 symbol to the Hanol
leadership than many Americans at home may conceive. The Hanol leadership
now--the ones that fought the ¥ French nearly more than a decade ago——
were aware that Nixon ps Ve Americen Vice President in 1954/
advocated {7E"W that Aperican atomic bombs be used in support of the

French &t Dien Bien Phu, Treliable sources reports

Hence as a means to stimulate political agitation,

Viet Cong propagenda agents in Hue)faITHITH
which has already been badly'hii;irby'American firepower, are reportedly

saying, "We just as well fight in the streets because the Americans
are going to drop an atomic bomb on Hue anywaye"
(Henk: my apologé?s for getting this 6 you so late. There'g

very little access to information about & Khe Sanh from here. f{\suggest

R

4hat next week end I pop up bo that operation for several dayssETEer

Even if there's not a spectacular action story by

we can do a better job following and analyzing i%t. What do you

th@n’

think? Regards Bev)e
-=end reuter
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