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Saigon-Tho I967 mncricen=South Vietnqmese battle strategy for rumning the
wer in Vietnsm c¢21ls for nore of the some, oxcept for rowemphesise-on the ground
inctesd ef:%mtmal mpew%;gza—-sm the revolutionsrzy developnont progrsm, or
rovy, 20vy ne Anericen colomels call it.

Tho Revolutionory Develommont pmgrm‘?’t/ha attenpt %0 preify the rurel
vopaletion in ssefg'ga torgot eron=eis cleerly one of theo chief berometors of
progroos in the current phese of the Vietnsm wers the degrec of prosrens or
non=progress nsy well determine the cmucisl essesement of whother tooriceg ~nd
hor nllics cen win the wer and save South Vietnom from Communiot sontrol.

tmericen officisls herej spesiting in privete, concede thot the Reovolutionozy
Development progrom will detormine Americ-n foreign policy within the noxt six
nontho~-ond hence ';wc?;fbl? the future of South Est nsies m? potentierlly future

v incurrections in other underwdeveloped countries. Those officisls srgue thot
if the ‘mericen-nilied forces foil to meske subatenti~l progress in the
Rovalutionory Develomnent program, Americen poliocy will o4l in Vietnem. However p
the reverse is not naca.marily true, these sources say. If the Rovolutionsry
Developnent progrem 'Marfeatly, the country =snd the wer could =till
be lost becruse the Communists have broadened their bese of support in the
urbmn centors, which nre beconing festering sores of sntimtnoricrniom.

The nmood ef emum@amw, i? not pessinism, within circles of Ameriosns
hore rosulte froa thez«awﬂt the Revolutionery Uevelopment kms progrem hes
friled to meke sny progress since it was loumched in » spectuculsr menmner
nt the Honolulu Conference sttended Wy President Iyndon Johson »nd Prime
Minister Nguyen Cs0 Ky s yerr sgo thés nmonth.

The nene of Revolutionsry Dovelopnent ie itsolf = Wedinon &vcmwam:ia:azz‘z 2 1r

Viotnrm and wms born ot the Homolulu Sonforonco.



B 2 &3

Sorioom rticle four of five=nrticle series

Poge 2

4r

-
P i 51
ke TS

The words Revoluticnary Davelopment theeofb-aalg English translation for

Fhaey imege purposes from mm the Viotnamese words of "Xey Pung Vong Thon" /
which merns literally, "rursl Ml&iﬁg"pv@mnr ficials here nre niffe’ ¢
that for Viotnsmese eoni%ﬁm%}l}@ world memnier "revolution" sre oditod out of
Viotnenese government sy Otle

Deapite it 'g; Jnozy nene useful for foreign press reports, the Rev Dév
progrem 15 old in concept jactics snd taohniqueé; J experts on paoificatin%:nepoﬂ.
Some of these sources ony the progrsm is not only currently failéng but is
inpossibls o the future.
"The 1967 Rev Dev progren is simply the rosurreetion of the old atrategic

hemlet progrem lounched in I962 Yy ‘*mericsn sdvisors snd the Viotnemese
government then heeded by FPresident Ngo Dinh Dieny" one Vietnsmose voliticien
ezpleineds "Tho program failed then »nd it is oven more certein to fail agnin
unless radicnl chengoes are mode." Theso sources point out thet there sre now
far more od?s sgninst the program then there were in 1962y first becsuse st
thnt time the Communist contrelled 1ittlo of the rural fodmes

the popul-tion=-snd now they control substentisl ~ second b‘eeausm the
governnent of President Nigo Dinh Dien had disciplined political siministretivs
end nilitery cheryiodh of Woamand. Now tho sdninistrative=political strusture
under Prime Ministor lgyuen Cso Ky for purroses of governing is vﬂ.i‘m}.ly

el

ternitod away with Communist subversiony eorruption smong government enployes

snd genersl leck of leadeorship. Couh ﬁ*ﬁﬁ,{ g.d¢, ,

0f the I2,000 hanlets in the Vietn-mose a'?;'fm €y sifiey 5y000==on paper for
public conounption=—sre considered ly the Vietnsmese governnent to be wnd op
government controls. Privately, these well inforned sourcep. gy that the Vietnsmese
governnent concedes it controls only slightly more then IO m?the I2,000

hemlets in the country. According to the Revolutione=ry Development plen Axﬁarioant :

troops are to lounch offensive operations, which will rrovile »n outer cscroeon % r

aeccurity for the four high=priority terget sress in the comntryside irn the
first phase enlled olenyine. £l P e o



pecpe
soricg~-nrticle four of five-orticle series

Page 3

Thon Vietnemese ormy ~nd pere-military troops will systematically
attompt to protect those selected villeges in the second phase of the program
ocnlled scouring.

Thon 4n the third phase called mation-building, 500 pseification teams
of 59 men ench will be sent to these seleoted homletsg coach teem vill attempt
to paoify two hamlots a yeor during 1967, E@“’by reising by at least another %
1000 the #to total number of homlets under govermment control. =y Tho
50-man terms ore broken down into eix kinds of cedre, each to perform difforent
functions. Thoy ares people's self-defonse toams, roal new 1life hamlet
cadre, nemsociety-building cadre in charge of self-holp projects such as
building =k schools and bridges, rural politicel cadre, ocivic action teoms
and aymod propaganda teamas

In sddition to tho S9-men toems, there is also e rather sih sinster
bunch of "census grevance takors", which are inconaspicuously linked to the
amerdcan Central Intelligence Agencye They travel the country loﬁéz\:a
complaints and trying to keep track of who's who in the Viet Cong, "6f's on
the Saigon side and who's sitting on the fonces

Consus gpel grievamce workors mast £411 out mineteen forms each day so
that Americon-supplied computers can digest how meny m= pigs are in an apreay how
much food is in the merket and so O

Each census grievance cadre also has two penSis peneils, a rod one for
coloring Viet Cong areos on his village map and a green one for in-botieen
end wovering orvesg. Friondly arecs are left uncolored.

(Moxe)
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Besides the Revolutionary Development program, the over-all military
strategy for 1967 cells for continuous, intensive and systematio tactical
operations rather than the »mihmmm random reaction-type operntions whieh_hava
occured since the arrivel of Americen units here in Maxchy 1965. The highlights
of this morec—of-the-seme policy ares

1. An all=out effort to ammhiliate or noutralize roughly a dozen
elusters of the ninoty Communist militery bace arens in South Victnam.

The tactical implementation oalls for the harshosty most destructive non-
nuolear mosns seen to date in the war, Americen airy ortillery and noval
gunfire will be cslled on more than 6¥6to ever to pulverize small portions
of those selocted targets. Other means include digging wp Communist tunnel
complexes with special enginecering equipment and explosives, uprking
gprinkling non~lethel tear gas in these selected croas, defoliation of lerge
traots of Communiot-held jungle westelond, destruotion by aerlsl sproying

m erops growm by Communist or pro~Communict olements,

of rice InmdousimEmrnoois
bloving wp important salt beds, rooting up sections of the Communist-hold

jungles with special plows and imypmesnaim cignificont rosottlenont of the

yural population now living in the Communist-held base arecde
“In emoll seleoted arons, wo want to teke the jungle, the rice =nd the

people avay from the Communists," one source exploinod.
2, Thile destroying Communist base arces on a priority basis, other

ngoareh snd destroy® operatiom—in o slight ohift of emphasis since 1966~

will be £ confined to military priority arcao which directly support ond

Cov

provide security % the Revolutiomary Developmont progrois
(More) e
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Vove Americen ground operantions are to sorve as follow-ups of B=52
gtratogic Adr Command raids end artillery bombardments xk ratherm t&
thon fgbl colely strike forces of ground~powers

3« /An 480 across-the-board intensification of attempts to seal off
both the ground end sea routes of infiltration into South Vietnam,

4e Par gronter emphasis on psychologioal warfare techniouec—x leaflets,

redio brondennts, persomal appeals—to ¢8

ot

"t goause the Communist troops to
dofect to the Vietnomese govermment oide or o desert their o'm unito,

5, For groator intencification of intelligence-gothering, not cnly
for day=to=iny tocticel militery end politicel informotion within South
Vietnamy, but ©lso strategic information on ovor-oll Communist plons, such
ee atterniing to ascertain these questionss will the Commund st Chincse
directly interveme in the Vietnem confliot, either with ground forces in South
Viotnenm or other parts of South East Asla, or in the air oither to fight

do Lawnch
rmerican bombers over North Vietnom or lsunching their om retaliatory
aiperoiis asoinst strotegic Mmerican cirboses, such as ot Denong or in
Theilond? Till a dissident, noutralist or pro-Communist group attompt to
elther through.a.- \
selze povor in W etat or pelitical insurrcotions?

(More)
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Concurrently, politdcal attempts are in the offing to strengthen
the wdcon rogime at the central-governmont level, tho begiming boing tho
drefting of o constitution and the re-birth of a popularly-clected
oxecutive nnd legisletive bzhe bramches of government which would provide
a legel and representative basis not cimply for the government = but elso
possibly for the American @ presence in South Vietnams This process at the
ecentral povernment level is not considered a solution to Vietnam' = political
problems, but is simply the first of a long, peingtaking sories of steps
necessary t0 build o cchesive body politie om the non~Communist gide within
the South, political sources reports

some Veotern politioal sources believe that it is slrcady too late to
re-knit = £=1 non-Communi ot politicel fabric strong encugh to withstand
the ever-cxpending Communist cubversion of the citiesy the governmont, the
pcliee, cchools and nationnlist political and social m-gam:mtions;

“fhe question is not whether the Communists think they con win
south Vieinsnm politicelly,” one high-rerking Wesiern source exploineds “The

quection i vhother they believe they heve alrcady won ite Ilaybe thoy have.™

QSG-»
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