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SAICMN, APRIL 24~-President waw'g ennounped -, .
de-escalation of the air and naVal bcmbardmeth brought squeals of

dismay and bitterness withintxe Americon militory oircles here.

Ady oom:mde;m especially were tactically eriticel of the
Prosident¥s move everi though the first airreids since the de-escazlation
asmowacenent Meve Dedn flown o 2o WIStk as twe Mesived miles nevth
of the 17th prrellel dividing north ;nd south Vietnams Initially,
air commanders thought they would be \Erow to continue air strikes
only as far north as the oity of Vinh, 145 miles north of the
seventeenth parallel,
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Political observers here believe—and sir commonders feamee
that the 200-mile Bombing limit will be rolled back,  eredull
graduslly be rolled back, ecloser and :flevaer t0 the demilitarised
sone a2t the seventeenth parallal. fhﬁyééeae Wﬁs:#‘%
the bombing ans high as 200 miles on mmmwsa they
view Ppesident Johnson as facing two mein diffioultiess not only
to persucde Horth Vietnsm %o negotiste—but also to keep the
ki up the morale o:\r\tf{;#tidmmat government and its srmy
in Seigon in of ease asd rejects negotistionse

In short, the Prosident Jpohnson now hes the option

A —

B B ——
of de-escolating further within his eor alyendys noed poliey

of de-oscalatingy these sourtes believe,
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Vietnemese politicians here, without imc':vledga of peace
attempts outside the country, believe Honoi will reject Presidentt's
Johnson of negotiating with his 90 per cent de-esocalation of the air
and naval bombardments "Hanoi wants 100 per cent de~escalation,”

one gource explained,
A Western diplomat ventured, "What the bombing reduction means

to me is that in about two months, you and I in Saigon are going to

be receiving Communist rocket and artillery fire every night. Itve

caloulated that two months is sbout what it will teke them to mavS;
Lae.

dowm their supplies with the reduced bombing, We'll be lucky to

COEPK v
Cikiben®® 3 on

our skins.®"
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Reliable scurces report air Mmeriosn air reconnaissance
missions are scheduled to be continued éﬁ ov;r the entire couniry
of Hyrth Vietnam, such 2s was done during OTHET Dbombing pest bombing
ngtand-dowms." Alr commanders here believe it eritically importsnt
the«e nonwviolentg% air m-&s missions be allowed to continue since
it will provide the United 3tates gcvernmantkgith virtually its
sole mesns of minute-to-minute 1ntelligenn§M§§/;h9ther Herth Vietnamese
men and supplies are continuing to flow southward from the Communist

P

Chinese border and the ﬁiﬁi Hanoi=-Haiphong complex.
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Inteamo
Informed sources, spezking either officially or privately,

refused to disouss the offect of the Presiden&g{d?gggﬂm over
lerth Vieinom on the bombing missions in Leos, 'never officinlly admitted

heres

"The official position of air officers here has alwys
been ngainat a bombing pause,”™ one source explained, "But that is
speaking as strietly 2 military guy. Once the political decision is

mede we press on as best we eane® |\ v . .o €3, J

ThoirPbasic conolusion, ho’vevar, was thet the President's
"

bombing de:teaoglagon wmxl me it more much more difficult to st ’én the

bt &S

oir to aw th Viotnamese men and supplies from getting into the
South where tho ground jr is 2t o oritical point 2nd where the Alliocs

are ot"x‘the gtmﬁgio defenaive.

i
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fioially, the Americon milltary wuer kept a stiff upper

L S -

11;,. orTicinllyy SROWOR- sedfitive nevsmen ond senior commonders

wos the semes "The President's announcement outlined olearly the
reduction of bombing over the Nerths Ve have no comments "

ors "We are bohind our Prosident 100 peor cont=-no matior
vhat his decisions™

Or, whon asked ebout what thelr publie reactions should be
before Americen television 0agors, . [m Comoras, smericen troopers were
tolds "You are free to say whatever you want=-but remember you're
wonring o uniforg--and you tock an ooth before entering the ‘miutary

sorvice.™
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MIGFESET OIS

senior Americen commanders were notified of the bombing

@@ deesonlation roughly twenty four hours before the President's speech,

but were not informed about his decision to refuse a second nomination,

But, beneath this orust of military men obeying tH&%F

without question the orders of their commander-in-chief erupted subdued

verbal dissenty especially ” among officers involved in air operations

which were so greatly affected by the President's order,

later began calling it a "bombing back-drop."

=ssmore reuter
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~-anong. .~ i i
Even /American e¢ivilian officials, speaking privately,

the de-escalation brought a ponderous shake of the head and "I hope
Johnson knows what he's doing,"

The dissent articulated by =meko senior military officers here
s based ox}qa nupber of arguments, ®% renging from politicel evaltitions
to the /emplo,vment of air power.

The first revolved around the sincerity of North Vjetnam
in desiring real peace and reciprocating the President's bid for a
negotiated settlement, Hence their fear that while the Communists
hold the ivitte-pe=gpPspe= injtiative on the ground in the South, the
President's unileteral retraction of American air offensive will not
necessarily lead to peace, but instead of more disadvantages for the

Allies in the military fighting.
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The mi litary men here oonsider tHERTEI™Sn themselves as somewhot
expert juices of the North Vietnsmesc intentions—ond doublo~orosses,
as thoy say. Their tmxnp-oard argument is thr;t the bombing pouse and
ground ceonpefire agreed to during Tet, when, in the offl minds of
imerican pernerals down the MB, the Communists flagrantly todk
advantage of the situation to launef ;;é,aaiéntaMngly successful
lunar new ye r offensive,

assmore reuter



iy =

yy v
l, A 4
ed ¥ % normo safdeepe )
. @

“Our l st bombing pause was at Tety," one officer recallede "And

remember we really got zappod thom."
Ory ©o anothor explained, "If Henoi wants to play a bad gomee—

if they're not sincere ond they've mot showm shown themsolves tobe °
in tho past--thon they oon step up their infiltration of men and supplics
into the jJouth oconciderably. ve'll make every effort to otop this in=flow

in the South--but we're alroady on tho defeonsive on the ground in tho South,"
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An Adr Force officer museds basedy, ot Ssigon's Tan Son Nhut
air‘baae,m: b o ms listening to the Presideat'a speesh ro-mna
at 3 1 the three oeoleﬁﬁ’n the mernings ma the Viet Cong oy atirted to
mort > the bases We didn't like thet ome dite I wish the President
would stop giving those speeches of hise" ‘
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The seocond argument of Mutam\bagainat the
de-enenlntion contered on how airpower Mbe enployed mont effcotively
to interdict the N, rth Vicotnemese movement of supplics swesand men
southrmrdes The air oo@ndera wanted o hit conmcentrations of supplioess
the Pres=idents order now foreces them atiempt to interdict supplies
after they hove been disporaod.along Jungle canopied trails and waterwnyne
These ~ir commanders argue that oven given the some nmumber of airsirikes
as before the de-escalation in a more compact geogrephic arcs north of

C = "x \-f + YW E
the demilitordsed will not produse as B

etion as befere whon
they could hit supply depots and concentrations in the Hanci-Haiphong
complex,
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"gince we ean't hit the targets of concentration in the Hanoi-
Haiphong sresy, which is where the bulk of their supplies comissome
into, we-J hust face the problem of intesdioting them as they are
dispersed slong those many little trails and inland woterways just from
Vinh scouth,” one 2ir Force officer explained.

Andy &8 a Western diplomat explam:ift "The American sir sirikes
are not going to as effective as before, mny - sxkree:
| T —"
missions they fly in a afiellér aree north of the IMZ. It's logical.
Before, the imericen ﬁ@tom?nrs were hitting m

,-—"""""""'/
and they ocould hit & supply

convoy traveliag say four red miles of snaking roads from Hanol ad
and Heipho ltcw, they're going to be able to hit the convoys
on/two hunired miles of roeds.®
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A third argument that disgrunted the air officers was they
hnd estimated half million to 700,000 North Vietnsmese, and some
Communist Chinese, had been tied down on re-consiruction projecgs just
to keeop the roesds and rqéilmadu open, as well as providing air defense
measures in the North. Now, these persons would be able to re-constuct
the reillines and roads "without impunity."

"It s not a question of whether Hanoi csn move five times
or hundred times more supplies with this de-escalation,"™ one officer
explained, "The fact is Ho Chi Minh c¢sn do as much =22 he weanto=-without

sny threat of air to stop him effectively."
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Other officers were irked thet just as the President?s oxder
wes received limiting their bombing roids, the weather had turmed in thed
pilot?s favor in the Red River Delta area around @ﬁ Hanoi and Haipongs

e
"our mont effective air strike are those me in whioh we visually

_.611’

see the t "1;4,3,*}':. one officer expleined, “For M now, the
raine lowis ung over the Red River HéPL Deitm, oo we couldn't see
what was heppening on the grounds And we estimete the Reds increase
their movements by three to five times during bad westher. Buty just
now we're coming into the southwesi monsocon over the Red Ryver Delia )
which would g.it{g us good wenthere-ond I@' the President soys we canty fly
up theree"

Moot officers zgreed, 'however, that the de-esealation peolicy

would reduse 4 Amevican air ¥ 10‘3999,' ; the cmmnitconcnntr tions

'l“iz g 5
0; firepover vround the demilitarized zone w&a less than in the HHTI-NAIpRORE
sgged Rod River Delte aresss  “And I don't think Hanoi wili move their
san?'s ‘nd anti=airoraft southwisd right now, Apter oll, the President
was smart enough to leave this de-escalotion open-endeds Ve still might be

flying over Honel again.”
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. (Aanks I%11 file a@® «_no‘oher,pieoe tomorrow, but oll my pieces

-4 . )
will be cither resoiion or losal :.m" We oan not get a serep of

inform~tion on /oot noace attemp s here cither from Americ nsy
¢ D 3

diplomots snd the Vietnamese officinls thus fax h e xmt baen indoimeds

Hence, I hops you oan apwep arr:mga Tow otaer ¥ g oover prosress

of peccoey and all its ass ociute auvolmsmc g e e
retRRNEENNESwrer  looords Dov)e e
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