attn ennex upi special for gamdy by beverly deepe saigon vietnam sept 27231 (UPIS)
South Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Cac Ky stepped up his significant
diplomatie offensive todaye

As Koreen Prime Minigster ~Chung II Kwon: eorrived in Saigom,
authoritative sources revealed today that +the dapper thirty five yearold
ky wouid make an official visit to melaysia in early Octobere Ky is
also scheduled to visit the Philippines and South Xorea later this fall.

g AegliED
Initial invitations to those two countries were

n August because
of Korean student rioting and the Tortheoming clections in the Philippines.
South Koresn Prime Hinister arrived today es the advance party of @
fifteenthousand sirong south koresn marine ﬁii? brigade landed in vietnam,
The Prime Minister's visit and the arrival of the firet Korean combat
troops wwere interpreted here as tightening militery and diplomatic

bonds between the tw anticommunist countries,




first odd (deepe) x x x countries.

Relinble sources said today that ascompanying Ky to Melegpeed~
Malaysal might possibly be another dynamic }mustaohed Vietnemese
general=--Brigs OGens Nguyon Chanh Thi, currently commander of first
corp vhere American Marines are based and often regarded as another
potentiasl strongman, Immbhmm Vhile the Wetnamese poiitieal
situation appeared quiet on the wfm; aye shakeup in the Vietnamese
armed forces and aye reshuffle in the goverman'_b is reportedly
pending jc% according highly reliable sourcess |

Last monthy Ky was given redcerpet welcomes by taiwans
chiang kaichek and by officials in Thailand, Ey is the first
Vistnaemese prime ninister to travel outisde the aéuntry sinca the
fall of Pregldent Ngo Dinh Dim Diem aimos'b tvm years ago.
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Authoritative sources zg gave two raa.scm for %x

barnstorming tripss on the intermational eiﬁe, the Vietnamese
govermment is attempting to solidify its om support among other
anticommunist countries and to ammteﬁ: the increasingly vocal §
demmciations by Communiast Horth Vietnamy Peling and Viet Cong

Tiberation Forcess



second add (deepe) x x x forcess

Reliable sources indicate that Ky's trips mizht counter the
"unofficial axis" bé;‘mg formed by Chicoms, Hanoi, Cambodia and Indonesise.
On the internal political side, Ky's trips abroad "prove +to the
Vietnamese people he's mot afraid of a coup d'etat while he's gonek"®
and this helps s@z stabilize hie govamm&nt; according to
reliable sourcess

Othor sources speculated on aye third significant reoasonme for
Ky'e diplomatic offensive: South Vietnam needs both political and
military suppord in the event it launches aye clandestine grom&d
invasion of north vietnem or decides %o oxpand the anticommuniet ground
war into Southerm Laos in an effort to block militery infiltration
from North m Vietnam or to politically pressure more diligently Hanoi
to the conference tables

¥ithin South Vietnam, the long political 1ulll was broken yesterday
with a demonstration lead by Buddhist priests in Quang Tri province,
the northermmost province bordering the seventeenth parallel and
north vietnam, Buddhist priests and laity charged local provincial

government with discrimination against their religion.

Meenwhile, in Saigon the powerful Buddhist political=priests—
who helped topple previous govermments-egsked Ky's War Cabinet to

rescind aye decree authorizing the establishment of aye rival

oy
buddhist association, which might shear the current ”zx buddhist
jecders of some of their mase supports The Ky govermment hos thus far

refused to roseind the decree ond hence Buddhist leader Thich 'I;gzam Chau

recently announced the w* Puddhist e@weg associotion would i théraw

from the official w8 national religious coumeil, i M Edec(F
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third =244 (deepe) x = x council,

meanwhile, %o counter mounting and vocal criticisms ageinst
his predominantly military regime, w Ky*s govermment
is known to be c& gonsidering the establishment of am
official advisory couneil of civilians, intellectuals end provineial
leaderse , : :
“Things have been a.l%et in vzetﬁaﬁévx one @
Vietnamese political observer explained. "We cen expect some

changes. " eonditdeepe
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