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SAIGOl==llore and more Vielnamese wonen are
volunteering to join the Women's Armed TPorces Corps
(WAPC—=pronounced wafsee)=-a job paying the equivalen

of SZ() a month,

"Hundreds of women are ﬁrying to gét into the

i
o

WAPCs; the first day of recruiting 1000 women applied
to join," explaine uu(. Kathleen Wilkes of Cobbtoun,
Georgia, the advisor to the Vietnamese commpndem,
"There was o constant stream TEoTIRLTLC am coning
in ao dai's (the lovelj flowing Vietnamese dresse”)
Reeruiting is no problem. We have 10 volunteers to one

positions We had to cut off recruiting after two or

three wecks we were so swamped."”
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Majs Tran Cam Huong h means ?erfume})a cherube-

faced widow and mother of four, is both director of The

WAFCs and commandant of the Women's Training Center, an
royw of buildings where 120 of the new re”rulﬁs arge
J Dgey 1yt

*raiﬁ%ﬁ@”in five-weck cycles in basic military & s

,2&4&@%

courtesies, weapons familiartsmseesews (fourg hours of

ingtruetion), and first aid technigues. Maje Huong spoke

in fluent Fnglish; she had studied in the psychological
warfare school in Fort Bragg, North Carolina, in ?965.

She explained that from 1952 until 1965, 650
Vietnomese women were formed into the Women's Auxiliary
Corps, composed mostly of highly trained medics and
social workers. Bub, at the beginning of this year, the
program was changed and enlarged in scope to include women
such ag interpreters and clerk typists who could substitute
for nalelkVietnamese non-commnissioned offlgg:?. Some incoming

pecruits for example, will be specialized:ar’interpreﬁers

and security control forces to supplement Vietnamese police
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"Je now have 1103 WAFCs," she explained., "Before this
year we had only 650, We would have 2000 by now if we had the
training facilities, bubt at this time we have the capabilities
of training only 120 women in one cycle, By January, 1966, we
will be training 200 women every five weeks." Construction of
additional training facilities is being planned for later this
year.,

 The WAIC: operate on the same pay, promotion and
allowances scale ag the male side of the Vietnamese armed forces.

The lowest-ranking private makes a basic pay of 1100
pliastres a monthn*ﬁﬁﬁl a captain makes a basic pay of 5509 piasire:
(355}. WATCs in 211 ranks are also eligible for & series of
allowances such as fanmily allowance, %Uechnical supplement
allowance, high cost of living allowance--or personal soap
allowance--in which the monthly bake-home pay caan be almost
doubled,

Bducational reoguirement to join the WAFCe are high
by Vietnamese stapdards--a minimum of junior high school sdpdy,
plus some eivilian skill such as typing. An officdr's candidate
course for the WAFCs is planmed, in which the egquivalent of
a high school degree would be required. However, priority
selections are given o the widows or daughters of Vietnamese
soldiers. Beginning next year married women will not be
accepieds

#The whole Vietnamese economy is geared for war and
this is an honorable profession for educated women from good
families,® Uajs. Wilkes explained. sThere's not that much
moncy in salary to attract them."
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Following the five-week basic training at this center
the reeruits are sent for advanced gpecialigzed training in
such areas as inberprebers or clerk typists. They are then
funneled out inbo the provinces where they substitute for
male Viebnanese trooper in non-combatiant posts.

The 650 WAFCs in social and medical work operate a
maternity clinic near the 17th parallel bordering Noxrth
Vietnam, assist the families of the irregular Vietnanese
forces, called regional and popular forces--which the
WAPCs call "Ruffs and Puffs."” gnong their assignments are
$o offer guidance and professional orientation for the
familics of the war dead and wounded, to visit and comfort
the wounded Vietnamese soldierg to help organize deyendanté
quarters, kindergardens, mabternity clinics and primary
schools for irvreguler soldiers' families, o assist wounded
children and orphans, and to distributg food and clothing
to poor families, widows and orphans.

First sergeant of the training school im Vo Thi Vui,

szgiéjgz P d paravrooper medic, and mc%gsﬁé?ifg;all daughter
o is a qualified senior jump instructor mECCNREIwRRTEERTOE
has frequentiy parachuted with the highest ranking Vietnamese
and Americen generals. Her American aﬁvisoi:aounterparﬁ is
M/Sgt. Bezggq%; Adams of Woodside, New Yorgxg;; of the two

Americaﬁé‘%ﬁﬁﬁg advisors to the WAFCs.
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Reliable sources indlcete that in isolatdd)touns
Vietnamese peasant wonan are trained nilitarily to defend
their own villages; but this is not a nation-wide progrems

In another f£ield of female cndeavor, several hundfed
Saigon housewives, including some of the bes t educated
professional women in the city, have formed the Victnamese
domen's Association of CGood ;}ﬂ’ The wives of laﬁwﬂ, Judges

AIOME
and doctors along with =

4 university professors of socioclogy
have combined their talents Lo establish & "shetiler” for
wa.r—-terz families coming into Saigon.

uone family Uhat came into the center this norning
was brought here by the U.S. Marines from Danang,” explained
t and Prosident

Mre. Phung Hgoc “B
of the Women's Associationms. "The agmall baby in the family has

nogs brought him to Saigon to have the

z-a.

o

hairlip operabed on at the Ame ricen hospital, The mother and

g
the ress of the cmall children will sbay here until they can

go back to Danangs.
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“In another case, one soldiér was killed in the battle
of Dong Xoai ( a multi~battalion aﬁ%&@ Viet Cong attack north
of Saigon in June) and his wife with her five children came
here after they were released fron the hospital;“ lrs. Duy
conbinueds
“In one hospital, after that batile,y I saw a gix-gear
0ld boy crying and he told me "my mother left this morning to
bury my father and two sisters and she didn't take me with her.™
The next day I saw his mother and she was crying and told me
her home was destroyed, her husband was killed and ghe didn't
Iknow what to do when she left the hospitals. So she came here
with her three children.
"Tater, we try to find the mothers some kin&zof
work so they can su@,ort themselves and # their families.”
Currently, six women and 79 children live in the
cindergarden for the young children.

&
As the youngsters played in the feﬂﬂe&ig

shelter, which is also a“

compound
of the Shelﬁer3 one distressed woman, sbtill in a state of
emotional shock, watched.

"rhis women was holding one of Hiigher babies when
a grenade exploded killing her child and wounding her in the
breas%b,“ Mrse Duy said. "The mother is in need of rehabilitatio:

now; she will stay here awhile."
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The Vietnomese Women's Association was the first and
only major women's organigation that sprang up following the
overthrow in November 1963, of the nine~year-old regime of
Pregident Ngo Dinh Diem, his famous gister-in-law ladame
Ngo Dinh Nbu and her one-nillion=gtrong Woman's Solidarity
Movemen®t, which reached from Saigon into the villages and
the lower-class echelons of female Vietnamese society.
gince the éemi e of the Dien regime, any organizging of
loww~schelon, poorer class women hes been either by rellgiouu
organizations-~the Catholics or the Buddhists--or by The
Communist Paxﬁy when the Diem regime was toppled, one
30-year-old woman who had been a village leader in tladane
Whu'e orcanization explained she simply sided with the
commumnists and helped them organize the peasant women into

Viet Cong assocliationgs
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