(Morgan Gandy)

SAICON 30200 (UPIS) North Vietnamese pilots are being
trained during the American bombing pause to operate the -
Soviet-made, double-the~gpeed-of=sound MIG 21 repeat HMIG
21 jet interceptors, authoritative sources announced today..

The @ announcement came amid growing fears by American

\Nliaggg?rgkgg?gz%ggigifgﬁ South Vietnamese govermment cffigials»that

th,é bombing pause has dragged om too long—and in fact may notrpinot
be resumod.

"I would notrpinot even guess whether or not the bombing
pause will be resumed at ally™ one authoritative source explained,
"It*'s up to President Jo&méon-«and I'm in norptno position to read
his mind."

The training program for the North Vietnamese jet pilots
is known *.io he sonduc:te& northve the capitels cityve Hanoim=the
plones have been flying about in daylight hours=-but norptnot in the
8 southern portion of the Communist country, these soufices reportede.

"It's very logical that during the stand-down in American

airpower, the North Vietnamese have got more airspace to practice

N

in without their neophytes getting shotdomn,® one source explained,

(More Malloy--ED)
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The MIC 2ls—=ttheir first line aircraft’-—are capable of

carrying air-to=air missiles, but tis currently known whether the

W planes in North Vietnam are carrying such lethal weaponSe

A dangerous interceptor even without missiles, the & speed of

the MIG 21 is roughly ez;ual to that of America's fasiest jet——

the 2& droopy-nosed Phantom, vhich the Unistaies Alirforce,

Navy and Marines have previously used o ymmpmm sow Yombs and rockets

over North Vietnamese ® y military targets before the tgtand-dowm"

began on Christmas Bvem last yeale The MIG 21 = is roughly
equivalent to the Unistates Air Force FFF=104 repeat onehundred

four "SemPfl "Storfighter" interceptor, which is being phased

out cfé@he imericen inventoriese

(More Malloy--BD)
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There is notrpinot evidence that Chicom or Soviet pilots
a re flying the MIG2 MIG 21s, these o authoritative sources

reported, nor is there any evidence that the planes are bearing

TRy insisnia, Intelligeonce sources report that
PR S |

Communist China med to be 3'@1 wneble to manufscture
such sophisticated airecraft as the MIG 2ls.

The sources said that the number of aircraft withim
North Vietnam still numbers roughly seventyfive plaazxss; but
nthere has been en increase in the quality of the aireraft

when the MIG 21s come im o roplace other planes,"

(More Malloy--BD)
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In related developments, the sources reporteds
1., During the 1@1 bombing pause, the North Vietnamese
m— (}'ﬂgp\ N
emmgmEedn ave believed Yo have made z@i vepeirs all. the

mein rood ond reilroed lines of communication——including the two

lines leading inte Communist Chinae

s
~Regemeii T ocensery materiel for future repairs is believed to be

already stockpileds
“Tpucks convoys are moving in daytime conditions in North

Vietnam, roads have been bypassed or repaired, mobile pontoon
bridges are being used and all the main lines are traffica‘ule;
thus improving Hanoi's logistical network," the source salds
24 v Aye "relatively small number" of truck convoys:
have been traveling—both day and night—on roads in southern

Leos which lead directly into northern pasparinafin: provinces: of

South Vietnam,
"We kgz see these truck convoys from time to time,"

the source said. "But, of course, it's very aifficult to

locate £ infiltration by foot. ™

(More Malloy=-ED)

- x x x other planes X X X



fourth add--meorgan gandy--salgom X% by foote x 2 x

3. o fF nsignificant chemge" im North Vietnamese

anti=-sirveraft capabilities is expected within the mext '!;hrae :
“’"f*?’?f?‘?@'«?‘\ui %y o T

months as the result of wvisit éws«wmﬁ deleg“*b::.on ""- v
AL

top Kremlin aide Alexander Shelepim in e\a-y J‘anuary.

"ghelepin probsbly ‘gave'ﬁﬁrﬁhi Minh another hand=out——
and mont of Hmk this will probably be anti-airereft equipment,
but them hasn't beem eﬁough time to move the equipment in yet,"
the source said, | | £ g

paThy numbex

P i ————

Th,e TR o 161 48 Gmcial fo:4 Said.

of "active, manned and equipped" surface-to-air m missile
sites remains at between fifteen and twenty with "many more™

potential csites alrepdy laid out,:ijg move moxe, )uipmen'b into.

‘-wgwfg e S V‘ & A ;
"They can I’IO‘J“/ to these potentisl sites im a short period
Rd<s
of time snd that a¥@% to the complexity of attacking the missile

sites," the souree said.

(Cabling this since othemi‘- specials also have it).

& (Endit~-Maloy lalloy=—ID)
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