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{1: ACV PI0) SAIGON ——= "I just wanted to helpo"

This was the answer given by liss Le Eckles, of San Fernando, California,
when asked why she Lad left California and come to the Republic of Vietnam, at
her owmn expense and the aid of some friends.

l"igs Bekles, daughter of Ire Co P« Eckles of 11505 Vimy Rosd, Granada Hills,
Califc ynia, and leora L. Eckles, of 85] Il Brand, San Fernando, California, was
employed a8 a telephon2 operator when ccusiderable publieity was given to protests
ageinst the U.S: Pelicy in the Republic of Vietnam.

HJer reaction te these protests wis a decision to come to Vietnam and assist
the people in their slruggle for fresdom and independence. She drew out her life
savings and with the assistance of !riends, purch:sed & tizket to Saigon.

Arriving in a sitrange lend, wilh no knowledge of its language or customs; the
pert 22 yeasr-old Auburan haired volu:teer was robbed of “er clothing, money and
camers alther just & few days. DBut “his did not dampen her enthusiasm or determine.
ation 4o helpe

After a short: bul eventful stey in Saigon, liss Fekies became aquainted with
the Budduet mstitute Orphansge an’ a fier & tour of its facilitios and meeting
ite meny owphans, she decided thit here was where she would devote her efforts.

Attired in the traditional Vietnamese d ress, the Ao Dai, ligs Eckles can be
seen any time, at the Sidduet Inntitute Orphanage, performing a miried of tasks,
in her position «f Assistant Director of Orphans, It is not an easy life, but
then, few +-11n88 that ore reslly worth vhile are easy. She worke and lives with
‘the g=-f@8n8; most of them the victoms of the years of conflict between the Viet
g and the citizéns of the free Republic of Vietname Her typical working day
lasts between 16 and 17 hours, with meals taken in, Vietnamese style, and her
room she shaves with 67 of the orphans.

Ii1ss Bckles plane o rerain in Saizon for another six months, she has been
hers spproximately that long,; and then return home for a short vac ation, to

retvrn to Vietnam for what she calls “an extended tour."
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March T, 1966

Mr. BEd Kiester

Parade llagazine

733 Third Avenus

New York, New York 10017

Denr Mr. Kiesters

Please forgive the delsy in amswering your cable for
an add to the "Dateline™ piece mbout other women in ¥ietnam,
Bet7een Honoluluy Humphrey, = visiting editor and more wmr newm,
life has been madness herc.

I hope this add is satisfaetory. If not, please don't
hesitate to ask for more detail,

Sincerely yours, _

Bevgf/fy/ Deepe
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Another active woman corzcgpondent is UF1's Hetsy
Oalstead, who is regularly seen at Special rorces camps
and fiecld installations wearing the black and green camourlage
of the Vietnamese Marines. The wife of Dirck Halstead, alse
with UPI, red-haired Betsy was the first correspondent bo
ride in carrier-based jets fporm the U.S. Havy 7th Fleet and
the first to photograph the Guam-based H-52 SAU bomber
miscions within south Vietnon.

several other husband~wife teams have cropped up
in Vietnam. Mary pickerell actively helps her husband Jim
with ressarch for Black Ster Publishing Conmpany. Susan Shechan,
wife of New York Times' Neil anechen, is free-lancing, bul

lerpo™

officially asccredited to the Hew Torker for which she worlked
before becoming o wife, Huth HMalloyy wife of UPI's bureau
chief Mike Mallay, is offiecially aceredited as 2 free~lancer,

but has writbon a long gerial on hex trip %O Comrunist Chinida

she hae Canadian citizenchip.

(More)
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Jill Krementz, Liancee of WX 's lLean Breallis, has
surveyed and photographed Vietnamese orphanages, hospitals and
soeiel institutionss A former photographer with the Hew York
Herald Tribune in New York, she has stecks of photos taken
in Vietnams 8he is officially accredited to 7IBC. Bruneite
Ann Bryan represents theﬂgverseas‘gwezly. Photographer Rena
Driand, of Prench-Germen descenty is also currently frec=
lancing in Viecbtname A recent arrival is bloande I'rances
Fitggerald, now accredited o deekenﬂufplegraph oLl Lcadon
Deily telegraphe

Jwven after the withdralll of American dependents
in Pebruary, 1965, shortly after the initial American airstrikes
ageinst North Vietnam, a number of other American womenm have
been filtering in to work for the government or government-
approved agencies. The American military command in Vietnanm
hae assipned two WAC's to assist the Vlebnamese Wowmen's Armed
Forces Corps (called Waf-gee); and a dozen others to serve
ag typlists and stenographers withia the heedquarterss
In addition, ten U.S. lHavy nurses, 139 hAxmy nurses and
16 Air Force purses are assigned to hospitals within the

countvry.

(More)
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Several Americen nr"’or g also ascigned by the
civiliaan U.85. Agency é% for Intornational Development to

"advice" Vietmomese provineial and regional hospital stafis

-

in the countrysides, One of vhese is blonde Ann Fry, the
daughter of an American <Olone.ld, who ie novw cerving her

second 18~menth tour in the Mekong Delta roglon soubh of

Saigon.s

The lotest female arrivals nere have created bombhe=
ahell reactiong--workers for the American Red Cross in the

American hase ar@ac. Principally responsible for special

-
-----

sorvices snd entertaiunment of The lmerican troops, & minimum
of four Dod Corps girls are based in the major aveas protected
by U.Se t0008, cuch as Danang and Bien [og, LRTRULC this is
= war without froatlines, Gheir : ni pupbent existence can
often become the focel point of fiepce nilitvary ao{ion.
tve never seen tnything liks it," one sergeani,
veteran of Korea exzplained GO mce "In Korea, 0f COUXEG,
we had nurses in the rear TGS, but they were ceoul
ronember I wes blinded and in the hospital and when I heard
the click-click of an American nw urses! shoes on the hespltal
flo0p=~~I Was 80 happye I ERC¥ 1 was gafe. bLub, now WC have
theoe Red Cross girls running avound the base arco~-anc we

nen. Y-=r ’51“""\—
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can be ablLacked onytimcs Uhings are
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