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DANANG, SOUTH VIET NAMw--For years, rolitically-conscious American
officisle, dneluding fermer Ambassador Mexwell D. Taylo%}argued against
sending American ground combat troops to fight in Viet Nam.

These officials argued the Americens would thds be closely identified

with the former French colonialist position, that the war could easily
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becone an Amcricen vae Vietnamese——snd’ vhite vee yellow--struggles
As the military cituation in Vie tnam continued to sharply
deterioriate, the need for ad 1l American military strength on
the ground forced even Ambassador Taylor to reluctantly shift his

position,

Nowy, f£iwax seven months after the arrival of the first Americen
combat troopsy some of these long-held political fears are kmk beginning
to materialize in this U, S. Marine Corps area of responsibility some

350 miles north of Saigone

(More)
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The Marines ourrently are submerged in é multi-fronted
political bakkimyx frictions with the Vietnamese oiviliana; !ﬁﬁs

with the Vietnamese govermment officials
from the highest level to the village level; and with other American
agencies, Seven months after the initial arrival of the Marines,

a special committee of all the heads of the American agencies operating

in the Daneng area has finally been formed, This includes the M "g
Marines, the U, S, Army (a«dvisoxg/ to the Vietnamese), the United States
Information Service % (U318) and the American economic aid missiomy plus
the American Consulate., No representative of the Vietnamese govermment has

vet been named,

(More)
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"I went to an orientation session in Saigon where all the leading
mkkx American military,z economie and politiecal experts in Saigon
told us about the need for civic sction for the Vietnamese people,™
one Marine Corps officer explaineds "I asked them if the Americen
leaders in Saigon had any coordinated plan %o # use Americen tactical
units for civic actiom among the populations

“You'll £lip when I tell you that these im ortant American officials

said 'no'y" the officer continueds (Sources / )
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One key area of conflicting approaches to the political problem

has -Qz' arisen between the Marines and the €con /RErEmEmEERREMCRHNELS
Ue 5e Agency for International bevelopmente

"The USAID spproach is to give Amaricén aid goeds to the vmtnameae
gwmmm in Seigon and then this filters down to the Vietnamese distriect
chief‘and ifinally to the village chief," ome Marine officer explained,
"Buty, the Marines want to get the goods—-cspecially for refugees in oux
éraa-—»intd the field immediately and we can do it quicker than the Vietnamese
government,. ‘ :

“USAID smo far has refused to budge from their positiony, 50 the Marines
%d have to get a2ll their medical supplies through Marine Corps logistical
system and this ig about ta gtm Oue Fhmx We cen't get American relief goods

for the l%ég refugees from rois 96 e ha&,,ise gat tg_,em I%0)

..,.,; n’“gya G N i-v

Reliof Service-ewhich gets their PloG, T, and medicine from the U, S,
government; tooe But even their suppliss aren*t enough to moet the refugee
problem=~and furthermore it identifies the Marines with the Catholic Churche—-

;md et re opem;t)ing in a militantly Buddhist and anitwcathals.o area."
B BT

(lore)
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. Frictions between the Marines and the highest ranking Vietnamese
military-civilian military and govermment officials center;~;§§%ﬁ%§%§%1?£mihﬁmﬂ
Marine Corps "taclical area of responsibilif&." ! '%he Marines have a
200 scuare mile TAOR, which has been defined as "a zone of action
in which the Marines are free to conduct tactical operations without
further coordination with the Vietnamese armed forceas." (Source:i%i_)

But, t0n§§§a operate outside this TAOR requires prior coordination
with the Vietnamese armed forces, specifically the I Co:gg Command,
headed by Brige Gen. Wguyen Chanh Thiy who is consideredngggloua,

% militent sdvocate of Vietnomese nationaliom,

In one ingtance, the Marines intelligence officer received word

that 400—some Viétnamese peasants outside of the Marine TAOR wanted to
" come in behind the Marine lines, but were afrsid to do so because of Viet

Cong terrorisme. The Marinesxpimmms#t conducted a military operation outside

their TACR to rescue these peasantsy bdut in the meantime, General Thi

specifically ordered his province chief not to é%%&ﬁw allow the opeaationf
until ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ@x the incoming refugees had first been screened to eliminate the
Vie%%:ng symyaﬁhizers.i

"The poor province chief was caught between a headstrong Marine and

¥ it

a his headst o )
reng general," one Marine iﬁé; officer explained,
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The province chief sided with the Marines, but he was fired,
And when the refugees came to the Vietnomese hamlets within the Marine
security zone, the Vietnamese village chief refused to welcome thems

25 per cent of them returned to the Viet Cong-controlled areae

(More)
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In another g‘a instance, on the southern flank of the Marine ’ﬁ
defensive perimeter around the Danang air base, the Marines ‘rc;queate&
and received permission from the Vietnamese suthorities to send a
reconnaissance patrol across the rivey outside the boundaries of their

TAOR, But the recon patr‘ WiErx considerable casualties and had to be

reinforced by %&» two Marine companiesy who also suffered comsiderable
casunltiess
"By then the Marine attituse was we've been hit so badly trying to
take this village, we're going ﬁmwhiaﬁm officer explained,
But Genersl Thizm seid he opposed this idea,’ since he had no authorization
from the Vietnamese government in Saigons After securing that village
nomed Puong Sond, which the Merines hoped to turn into a model hemlet;
they ettempted to teke control of the neighboring village called Cam Ve,
which lecd to the infamous house~burning incident there several wecks laters
"I cen tell you I have lots of headaches nowy" g on local Vietnamese

. 0
govermnment official explaineds (-*4‘0 VW e é’) ;



deepe
politicale—srticle 8 of 8-article series

page &

In snother instance, on the northern perimeter, the Marines

wanted to{ expand their TAOR by several thousand meters to include
*\M
an Bsso btorage ereas The Vietnamese-aythoritiesg aai th&ﬁa.rmes
M"r i‘f‘*" 5 =
compromised; the Marines were given security ﬁ"twn ”brmgea en route to

the Esso depot; the Vietnamese reinforced the BEsso storage area with

two companies of local militiamens Buty, then the Viet Cong launched

a divsraimary mortaz-wiﬁn internal sabotage attack and blew up the costly
Eém storage areay the Marines were still confused as to whether the
Viet Cong had slipped through their patrol lines, or had skirted them,
and fearing the two bridges within their TAOR we wauld be blown up, had to

reinforce them with another Marine ccmpany. *&‘/ S S i"{) ‘

(More)
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A four-woy imgxmf political tug-of-war has developed between the
Marines, the American Milltery Command in Seigon, the 1owanking Vietnemese
3@1 officials end Vietnamese villagers. The problem centers around
claims to be paid to the V% villagers when the Marines mf establish
a fixed position, such as a2 company hea.dquaz-ters; in the heart of a
densely vopulated arca.

~ "Mp Marine battalion commanders £8YL feel that the Merines should
pay the villagers for leasing their ﬂland and fer inconveniencing tham;i
one Marine officer explaindd (Source ____,__‘__’ ;) “They believe these ﬁ&%’
are ‘ﬁ: the people that should be for usy Mﬁ'ﬂ rather than shooting
us in the backe Soy the Vietnamese district chief personaily measured
off the land with the villagers and they submitted claims which the Marine
Corpe iaromisecl they would paye

‘ (More)
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“The Marines want to pay these people on the spoty" he contimued.
"But Mre (Bobert)¥ McNemare vhen he s was here seid We're not going to
buy the battlefield,' zccording to the militery officials i7 in Saigoms
and the Saigon command (Mildtery Assistance Commend headed by Gene
Williem C, Westmorelend) interprotes that literally and won't give us
the money to pay the villagerses 80y the Marines promised the villacers
the claims money weeks ago; we giill haven't paid and we now lock as
ﬁbe inefficient to them as the Vietnomese governmente®

But the price ligting the Marines told the Vietnamese distriet
they would pey is not the same as the Vietnamese distriet told the
villagers the Marines would pay--the Marines worked through the district
chief to deal with the Zéllaﬁef\ the villaﬁglg W% g}t totally

happy about the prices they ere v0 be paida
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The Marines promised to pay the villagers up to 500 piastres ($7)
for £GMt fruit trees on the leased land and up to 1000 piastres ($15)
for @D “glumps of b@% bamboo"~-a clump g‘gﬁl has yet to be defined,
Buty in the translation ééﬂtho villagers said they were to be given

only four piastres (sevén cents) for a banana treem, "but that's not

enough because it takes “@3 for &, banana tree to bear fruit and %

»
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{ One of the most basic complaints of the Marines, especially those

operating in the vﬂiigger villages, is the lack of competent interpretersj
the mafin@s believe this is paertly to blame for the misunderstandings.
"Pherets a real shortage of interpreters ot the company level where we

have the most contact with the villagers," one Marine company commander
explained. "There's not enough good ®m English-speaking Vietnsmese to go
around, Some of the Marines in my company took a mix= two-week crash course
in Vietnemese before coming here, but it's not good enoughs In addition,
most of the time we operate x with the Vietnamese f%%% irregular units,

and few of them speak Vimx Englishy while the regular Vietnomese unlts, like
their ﬁarinesjdo speak Engligh, # But, there's nothing we can do about this."
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