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| COUNTRY IN A is-mRn

" Pive ninutes after the mmmwwm*amwm
urpm, xmhlmacmmnnmmmm e cheotic
splderweb of canals, rivarbys @reining the valusble but uncultiveted
Mmasmrmam:u The combination of landsospe and
niw-sospe WAl a glimuia‘ montage of blues, Lrowns and bileges m'awm&ted
into an ertiot's delights Far below, like mechanical tuys, blackerobed
peasents lacksidasically prodded their water buffeloes to plow the rice
paddies as their ancestors had for conturiess g

mammmmztuwmmpmmbm:ma
of the "esgle's beak" of the Cambodisn border, 1uutedunwmmxm
wmmummqummmmamnammmmgmm,
which shiowored mo at high tide with undeunted gleve At dusk, the waterways
beshived with sotivitys Clusters of brown-ckinned ohildren took their
evening baths in river water the same colore 4 mother precariously balenced
herself at the end of her bosrdwalk 80 do the day's leundrye Parched
at the river's edge, o white-bearded man sucked in the cooling lreeze and
watohed the redwsnd-blue ? taxi boat, the small fishing housebosts end the
wpainted sapons ouietly skimning home from markets The rusty orange fish
nets, in hermonizing hues with the tengerine-tiled roofs of ridl” farmerst
m,mmmmmmxtﬂhuﬁ inother day had ended in tho
deltas It sppeared tqboapamnywm. '

(More) -
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N

: !w, thia qnhv mmaﬁ.dc 18 th’ m:lay mm mp in thia m af no
front linese It is here that mmﬂmmm mezea,mmoa,
wooed, tmwizedmdﬂmh;mosa&%homlmtua alow, mwo ]
‘acheme o oomam South Viet Name

3 o3 mtoi to dsw first~hand the li:r., mt:&ena, foeuw mﬁ
r‘pmlm of these people who were mere blobs ma- an aircraft and bHlurs

from an imericon-nade speedbont. hid , »

X founa that intarvicwing them was no ufa $ask. The mcv:..tm 1
Mtad An zim Phong prmﬂm were all atra.ug,s m«u—-mmt mtifud
m;mpommﬁ the Viet Cong from ' behind frail bemboo
fences m encompassing moatse Pro'dnoial nm&sh insisted additionsl
military protection would be needed :e;- me to visit the villsgess In Tan=hn,
anlnﬂarafkmmmw”aﬂﬂ mmmmmm, the
village chief had been killed one morning 4wo months ago when he pulled open
his desk drswer and grenades exploded in his face. In the villsge of
Binh long Thusm, which had been 100 per cent Viet Cong controlled until last
hugust, guerrilla forces still sauntered outside the bamboo fences in the
banana groves only 500 yords avaye The day before I visited ity n We
Viet Cong had lsunched gremades into the hamlet from behind the

oclump of traess Two 'm,_akb before I visited Iong Nhat, a force of 3@0
troops would heve been needed as an escorte I went in with ten after

government forces had swept through the arca m& established a company command
post to hold it. Yet tho Viet Cong "province ohief" and 200 mnlas roamd
freely only half a nile W’

oh@rﬁ: after almgging pest & cluster of tree branches and stumps which
the Viet Cong had used as gf barrioa&e across the canal, the amall umpeinted
boat m;»ped. I &atmi nlang the chew&n@»gnm ﬁ.olda aml dikes so slippa%w ;
gudde fell, Hmohiug nmg m, a amall ﬂumga mar the site of thres major
operations in one month, Hrse llm Thi The invitod me into hu thatch-ro0ofed
house, spread a reed mat on o G low table which served as = night-time bod and
day-ting chnirs and asked me to sit dowm.

(More)
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The wife of a 3l-yoar—~old rice peddy farmer, she had naver scan a movie.

/fhm one was shown in the neighboring village 300 yards sway the previous
night, ahamtoea&ddaf Mcongtogn. ?routhelmoakuinthe
u:lﬁbcﬂng vilisge she heard lified Viotnamese music, but wondered why
the peaple“zpckoinmohamm." She hed never heard a radio in her
hamlet; che could neither read nor write; oche hsd no telephone or electricity.
She did not know thmotthomaidontcffhmm States andmnot :
aware that American w.uw advisors were stationed only seven lﬂ.ln aw. :
She was ﬁdi@tadﬁthvna&t udnnmst unmmlhwu m';m
first time since I was born I'Ve seen an Americen or myself im n pioture,” f,
she lewt ;

- If her llfe-—txpical of other willagers-—seems as :lmulw as exinting
ml‘th:tn a coconut wcll, it is also no heotically :Inﬁnllnua as that of a
profam;ml soldiers W«r, hers is = life in ﬂaaz»holoa, not fox~holese
Aluostw»f the houses I peered mto,wmlimrhmgpwﬂmmdon !
patrols with troops in other parts of the country, had deep holes in the ﬂm—-—
the pa‘imitive equivalent of the modern-world's fall-out sholteru. .

Mrss The pointed under the low table I wes sitting on to her :l'lo::r-hOIm
Her sister-in-law, eavesdropping on our mm&m, explained she hed
wwmsrmmwtmomwmuwmbWMaw
of m&llm and bullets startede In snother village, sn ol.deﬂy man
explained hof nosedived into his :rloow-'hole when he heard Americen mn-upter-
buzz over for the firet time. '

"The populstion is caught in the msa-ﬁu," seid a mzatlplonkim

Tormey with & sparsely populated white bosrds "We are afraid to go out at
nighte The guvmt aaldiu-s sm wo are Viet ccng -ad will nhoctns.

R lives are atthewcyawﬁod."

lrse The mlai.ned, "“The govermment soldiers came amd we wanted to
throw them out, but they had gunss Then the Viet Cong ceme; we wanted to
toss them out, but they also had guns,™ | ;

An even more irnte rejection of both sides was voiced by a sickly man,
who replied, "There are two vermin in the country—the government and the
Viet Conge They are the samee"

Fear of identifying themselves with either side prevented most of the
villagers from freely discussing politics, govermment policias or local Viaet
Cong trctichos (h"ﬂ)



HHET DNG BAEMY CIN0 B0 We Womew wess e s s e g
% lot mo, but I @4d it anywaye Tha Ve Ce would m%izae me 1f I
hadn®te™
A Zeyouy=old youth corps member recalled that in 19°8 he end other
Mmmalaptintkepubl&abui smme@nto‘rofmu
«"%l Bacw o fhts, he a?.ﬁ, BE #ithon Bemboo ts
A ‘Mmmmﬂm%amuéﬁ%%
- “%! z%x%m WVM gy ?:‘1%7 a%g’wgh &sﬁlwgi killeda"
Another stated, "It's useless to talk sbout politics." I asked him
10 explaine "It%s dengerous,” he admittnde
Iven an Army of Viet Nom soldder said im braken English, “If I talk
pol:uica, ny head leaves my necke®
4 Tew mentioned that it was unwise to discuss palitics or the m aven
with neighborn.
Row had the war aﬂ’tc‘tod thn lives of these wmur
A 63=yeareold share cropper, tossing a serong sround him chost mmid
spologizing for not owning a shirt, explained, "After the Fronch ww, I bacime
a villeage chicf for the govermment." He woontinued, taking down & tin of
matted, home-gromn tobacco and rolling a oigarette out of coarse writing paper,
“But ome night the Ve Cs ceme amd told mo 0 resigne The distriot chief
mldn’tlntm, ﬁntIdiﬂitMMﬁ The Ve e.mmmmnwmux
hadn*ts™
& E-yaaxhold youth mammalled that in 1958 he and other
Mmslwtﬁﬁcpublhhilwhmcmmwmmm
"We know our fate," he said, fidgeting with a bemboo twige "One
night we all attemded s government meetings the Viet Cong attacked the post

and tried tok:ldu@w Some of my friends were woundedw-asome were killed.*
Mymmdmmefam@npmmmmm that in Seigon

he wore elegent clothes and lived in a large house, but on his sesigmment in
th-pminoeshcalwtutmsmdmart:fnm. Rnuadodthatth-
uilitery status of his 2l=year—old friend in Seigon prevented his studying
madicine in the maa States on & scholarshipe

To the older persons I talked withy, "the wer® was Just en extension
of the struggle for independence ageinst the Frenche Whem I scked sbout the
current conflict, an emenciasted man showed me his bumpily scarred leg badly
injured when the Comwmmist Viet Minh detonated = Soad mine 12 years agos A
45=yeer=o0ld wonen toldl of living for years on s housebont after the French had
burned her home.

(Moxe)



lire snd Hrse Phon Van Thanh ocould weave twe colowful reed mats in one

v mtmmatuawmmuthammmummm :
mepam'm&wm mmmmunmmxtmoaum - Oaly
1those femilies with wwc sons said the war was a more serious prolrlu thon
Wpreaﬂau s
%%ﬂmhaamd.ulplor,“ mhmﬁmtmq'mbmmwam
life if we heve peace." ; : £ e
Rieefmmmlwahmmm%mmmuamhﬂd-
-hymmttms,h%fmlmﬂmduﬂdmm &!ﬁml
mm»&«.mnmmu:wmmammmuvmm‘f
V,Mutmwmmwnmmmmzm 7 ,
et mmmwwmmammouwmumw.
fwﬁllagwaas wnfwwomdokaadachea 2 :
" In Binh Long Thuan, awmawwmm,

Mma!&mzmvmm nmldmmtsnmlmrcﬂmumm
day rewmimmatwm@m (mu. Se conts)e &

‘ mmmumxsmme, HuMmﬂ- *'madany <
tumu of rice for my fomily has incressed fron five to eight piastres as.m '
_aymagvthin monthe But I must aollnyutaﬁtho amprioh" 5

Mrg. Thanh oomplaimd she spent sleepless uighta mmg ahout fnﬂlr
fimsnces rnd that her cmﬁau with mim centered sround Mthe famine."
Pointing to a hole in the shoulder of her frail whltablmso. she lamented,
"You will Pemenber our house becsuse 1t is so poore” ' ATk

The handetomn uth budgeting seemed to give Wpeamts Jittle hope
mmmmm.atwmmm !‘h-kayfom'
mtgmoratimm&tohe&maﬁm ; ¥ : S

.. Both sides of tho fomilies of Mre amd Mrs, Thenh were nat m. lﬂo

Thanh explained that since she could not  give her $wo acus oonplate educations,
they would probably also bncom mat weaverse

Anothkr moﬂm.- said her 1lO-yeor-old son de no opmtunit;v for schooling
and was neeled to dr.tva her water buffaloess  "When he grows up, thers will ba
no future heres” she commented. “We live for todmys Tomorrow will ba like
toiny."

(sore)



ofeged : ; age 6 | \
His ferily talked for half-sn~hour sbout thedr . zaﬂsira to obtain o

govermment lomeinterest loen fow emzammmg a mau mnmg ‘businesss el

wBut the sovernment loens memey only to the rich pm one man seide “Then

the poor mast borrow Irom the rioh, paying them ten percent intere=t por monthe
rieh g_{: a:ll ﬁ‘ima of the district or "rillaga ehi.a!‘. .

e&g micad qthe p:as%%mg’%ﬁ

have no or They will be 3

would mt&a;?awm éw P dh .

mth% ammmmsﬂmmaslpummmwm,mw
ke nt D3 , of fontid

mﬁﬂ in tou ;
andard of ivinghwonght 3CONOMLC
. Isawa 45=yorx=old irate woman severely seold the district chief in

charge of ostabnshing civie improvementse © She lanhed st him verbally,
mluning mt ‘the: oms-taot-midu road bomg built would cut m chunk
off her rice 1&1!&! an’ would necessitato chopping down har favorite orange trees
"I had planied it as & baby," she said Man now I can sall the fruit for
500 nl-rl'.'h'ls. 4 piastres im very big here." A pilﬂ'h'll l_u ab ut savar=tenths
of 2 pengy. i o » 2 TR

She a.lao pleadad that the road canst:mction woz..lé not foros her te move
hor wooden heuses Her father arlted, “gvery porson tust build the ropd in
front of his houses. Put I sm sick. How can I do it"

 Another family was fruatratad by a legal lﬂ'ﬂ'_t ﬂ'q.ﬂ' 1.1 :rqmir their

house and to instell  letrine. They calulatedit would cost ;OOO plastres
(U S $7)e “That isn't alot of money," the husband said, “but we ocen't
start ‘til we s@ll our fruit. wo‘ 11 atill have to "boxzrow 3500 p'n from
someones " ’

Every rmily is to h: prdd For thai:r vork in rice mllotments which have
yet to be delivered.

Anothar important gnvmont prajoot was eritieized by ons fmily.A A

: tmnt ra:mer raeaned that aﬁ:w the flood last fall "two miuam drove up

m a big c&r and left la‘ts of ﬂos» &xt th.e cuatriut chief touk uoat of it

'\;‘E His fmﬁ iy talksd for half-a-m-hwr ahout thevnv desire to obtain 2
mvmmt lﬁw-i.nterem loan for establishing a smoll aelling lmaimas.
"Bat the gavmmt lorns monmy only to the rich peo;ale, one man ssids "Then
/the poor must horrow from the rich, psying them ton percent intereat per month.
The rich are all friends of the district or village ohie:& :

When I asked the peasants how long they thought the interne] conflict
would continue, mont of them lmighed or shruggmi their shoulders. A young
youth fightur sstimatod that with the help of the free smdke world, tha gmm
sdght end in tem years. A 34-reur-gld loosl militiemsn, in faded, tattered



2]

initiating his land reform progrem. ‘The mimt fodn

:'elcthea he meivw 12 yesrs ago hy serving in the French mg, asaid glnnly,
- “Viet Nam has: alwa been at ware It will never md."

The vilhmera 4 tadm{l with would not d}.smxss Mch gide tho;r thon@t

'mld wine me, an elderly man sam, "The Wnts bent the rzmh and

now they will beat the Vietnameses" & 28-yomr~old  fermer-fishermen countered
thet he had seen the bigmmdwsoi’mAm&’ﬁei!uMhthovm
ccag had little to fight withe: ' : , ~-

i Sane or the reople were nﬁmﬁng to mtm thcuelves no mtm which
sir:hb wone - Kien Phong province hed been heavily mmuad by the vmm

,;fmwwmmrnmwmcmmuu Cong sfter the 1954 Geneve
_wammmmum memmamwmxm
fmmﬁiﬁmtsa dpﬁﬂya&mﬂmmh&p,ﬂﬁuhml&ﬁoumﬂw

wone In 198, President Ngo Dinh Diem iscued similer certificates on

faers . swpped the pleces
of paper among themselves until aach M mtiﬁcates m both al.dss for the
seme plot of lande ; , :

5 ai-mml&mmiedmmrhd abmthmgoingtommﬁom
Mesmdindimmﬂgmynphummvuch saaawmldunthaninmmq
wm»ﬁm&. He appeared tehotrmto dooﬁ.devﬂ:ichmldho thovdzm:hg
sdde he ahoald fig’ht One e
SR Yhat was the pmmts‘ attitudes tomds ‘the United BStates snd the
lusrican milittmy stationed in Viet Nem? :

Though many of the villagu's I tolked with hod reéuved Us Se flood rolie:l’
last fally their real knowledge of their m«;-wa@ld ally did not resch bW
tha "mmy cars and big Mld.ings" atm. Ae one farmer blurted out, "I've
only been to Saigon omce. low should T know what Mmerien is like?™ :

In the romote areas removed from militury mmws, some villagers were
unmvare that American mntm advisors and support units had been sent to
Viet Name Others losyned of the Americsn arrivals thirough Viet Cong ma@nﬁn
attacking "lﬁr-muieq" "!3" means American in Vietnemese. mmaat
progagenda had eomtu'«t, not by uplam::g the purpose of the imerican
Mthmt,mwmmchina, Soviet Union and North Vietnem as the
Mam behin' the Viet Cong movemante

(is6o)
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In Cao Lemh, I intexvieved & bright 1j~year-old boy who had

served as a cowrier for the Viet Cong, sleeping in the rice padiies and
standing aiang the poadsides to alert ihe Viet Cong Mm.llas when

Sovernment troops marched into the arens e was told by the Viet Cong,
“President Diem has sold ouzr countyry to the m@ricﬂae. 'moy lmvc no nozmt:ar
“of their ome"

 Two months 2% he was capmeé by the gavmm forces md pnt inta

fn politiaal rwmatﬁ.m cmtaﬁ. where ho was taught “fhe Soviet U:sim ;.u S
,mngto Anvade M’ﬂot Name The fmericans are hore to help us m;; at.«'
~ ‘Some of thé villagers axpressed %ix fooling inforior to the Americsnse
A8 one distriot ohief esplained, *The Vietmamese have been under W |
domination for so long, they mitomeblcally foel the fmericans wmre mu.*
4 famorts wife said she hod wanted to talk to the Amcriesns she had sen in @
Saigon thm%rm, but who s m-na,n mtm "M are mahag we are Jnst
ﬂlj{m ‘ % ; : iy

_ mm mmmaﬁ the M&ms au mm boomao "they are tall ana
Tmongwithrmd msanlmm* % rmwamo ma theonlydiffm
fbatmm t!m two mationnlities was *'tho French were very am Thoy never

| ﬂiloﬁp" i '

And so goca 1ife in the quist Vietnanese mﬁ.‘m«m mmmuea w
:t‘xm the United Statese
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