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SAIGON, AUGUST 13=-Tho ‘poli‘ki@al face of the Vit Vistnemese government
and nationalist g&‘o@iﬂé& is 'éiéﬁlgr turning towerds & aew direction--the
direction of peoce. /

_ Within this new direciion, however, there is uncerteinty-an
agonizing mcertainty about the future, a staixk fear ashout the present,

L
&fus?piécian about the American position and skepticism about which Prosidental :
_cudd

% ;
[1 forusu formulate the future Americaan pesitlon--and deoide the future

v

not simply of their country, bdut of their personal livess In short, there

co neensu

is no sbout peace withim the Vijotnemese body politice Yoty there
‘

is considersble debats, discussion, erguing, bickering, even neme-calling

going on in the legislature, in the press, i1n political discussions

as seméwho: somehow the 1@&@3&1@ “grics to come to grip with the problem.
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"Peace for the Vyelnamese is & bit ‘big dark-room," one Saigonese
explaineds "Now, the politicians are beginning to grope around the
dark=room ond who knows what they'll find."

One informed souvce explained, "There are debates among politicians

and articles in the Vietnamese newspapers about peace that would have been

taboo six months ag;m
< I\' ;3,\ i i A C aﬁ R : ‘
The 616531*”8““ re \, SR eheh- % e TIHITE 8T this great outburst
e Ao /e = An """””‘"“_,,/
of free expr e.ss,mn :éa jamy publi@ ox- u‘blishe& advoceey of = “coalition”

government mt}; tnama'kienal Liberw;m Front, That is o béteay

"petrayer' s peace"y in the ¢y¥ eyes of the Vijetnamese government and anyone

Lawyer Truong Dinh Dzu and student p writers siiwoverecl. m; nost
politidkniis are political and govermmental personalities are wary of
publicly advocating any discussions with the National Liberation Front——
but they cam freely urge discussions between North end South Vietnam.
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Parsdoxically, this groping for peace is evolving at a time
when the war has come geographically and sp paychologically closer to Saigon
Psychologically, the sheer fear of another Communist offensive am has
cloarly gripped the Saigonese end this by far overshadows, but way
indirectly comtributed to, the climate of peace.

In the bBroadost sense, South Vietnam is im an owicward, agonizing

trensition between war and pSace. It hes all the responsibilities of

being poised o repelk any future Commumist offensive ye

sn the immedinte future yot all the chellienges of re—gearing

the econony, 2y sdministrative spporatus, ond even individuol- nindag -
the state of mind towards the unknova of poactes One There is some
evidence to suggest this mey be true for the Southerners fighting with the
Viet Cong =as well as those on the non=Commnmnist sides ‘The tiny, tired
country hos.old oe531Y must 4 endure #11 the agoniecs of the war but as

well es all the uncerisinties of the peotes
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In this sense & schio* schigo-climate preveils proveils here at
this present junotures

This new direction of Vietnamese non-Communist political thinking
began to telke perceptible shepe following President Lyndon Johnson's
z April 1 speech celling for peace and reducing the bombing Americen
bombing of Forth Vietnam. Since theny, it has evolved almost imperceptiblys
until the Republicen conventionm Now, 4t is clear here, that +this new
direotion is irreversible giving given the present trends. The

Republicsn. convention im: the United States, by delINI déYimiating

rejecting the option of comtinuing to press for £ vietory in Vietnam,
has meant that only the terms, timing and‘mechanism énd suarantecs of

the peage are av lzsuce
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Botween these two eriticel dates, April 1 by the two Americen political
parties—the April 1 speech and the Republican convention-—the charscter
and tone and direction of Vietnamese body rolitic underwent o significant
evoluticne Given the present tremds, the Vieinamese evolution cen
falter or go forward, but the clodk can not be turped backwards, In the
present context, olll the luxury and megle of peacc for the Victnamese
people has been lot out of the box,, they have become magnetized by it

end ne one-—oven the Communists—-will probebly be able to pat %" the 11
Scmehow,, péace NOW seems inevitsble: now one knows when or whose peaces

baclk on the boxe

fhe 848 new direction of Victnamese politics does no¥, however,
reflect the great groundsweell and yearning of the Vietnamese people
for poace. It reflects the great churning pivot within the Americen

political positione In thic scnse, the Vietnamese government and its

affiliated grouplngs are ]
§3~#«./! +hR BeH VD, T AAS TR o

although they are WP tholr owa peODles  TroTwent-poaee--Rol.

setting in stride with Paris and Washingbon
getting g VALK Fuxiy e Femns s

vho wanted peace long agos
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