38, Vo Tanh

Saigon, Vietnam

August 8, 1968
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SALGON-—It was mid-morning on April when the words were received here
of President Lynden Johnsen's speech reducing the bombing over North Vientm
Vietnam, thus setting the initial stage for the bilateral Paris /})eaoe talks,
Shortly after the news broke, I stopped in therkibel=tiibe a lditchen to
inform a Vietnamese maid working for an American of the developments, eswpeset
expostulating that maybe peace would come to Vietnam, The maid stopped
mopping the kitchen floor to listen-—and then her face brightened into
the most exquisite expression of joy and hope 1 had ever seen during my six

years in Vietnam, Her mouth blossomed into a full smile, tut her eyes

drew tears; her iips moved but no words jumped out. In her
gnarled hands, the mop hand became a momentary crutch., Her speechless
moments finally passed and che mutiered in scissored English, “fini g
boom I boom—very very good. I have three brothers and my husband

in the émy." For a fleeting ﬁoment, her fade was a ?olitical cameo

expressing more of the hopes of the Vietnamese people than all the words of
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%@ government commmiques, intemational platitudes and ¢ debates

over rejected and projected peace plans,
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This momentous period of hope for peace is certinaly a fragment
of the mood-mosaic of Saig i ~captured Commmist documents, revealing
even more intensive and extensive indoctrination sessioms, “Thci indicates
that perhaps even "the other side” is having diffieulty avong ite own
troops in «of squashing the magic and passion of peace and Veep of keeping
the war«} in motion,
Yet, in Saigon, these hopes for peace among the people
are not greate=it is just that these hopes never exicted before April 1,
except in dreaws and propagenda speeches,
One Saigon laborer explained this week:
“The little people i thout much money talk about peace every day.
Yie kmov there's been more than ten #88 i sessiors of talks in Paris- -and
that notpul one forward step hac been made. 'e all vatched carefully
vhen President+(limiye (Nguyen Van) #¥ew Thien m ﬂw to Fonolulu

(to meet President Jolmson on JEH*iC) July 19). ‘e thcugh maybo they

would do something about peace--but again not one forward step was made.
Now we just wait and listenJ/®
bamdms t?omohmdpleaaod that anyone should have asked

) b .. RiP
"hia politiml v.twpo:.nt, yet afraid of expressing the true depths

of that sentiment, which ran counter to the current Vietnamese goverrment

% policy. But, bhe buckled up and e ntirueds
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"ioat ef}the working people just want peaces They no longer want
?ﬁ: %o be caught in the ecwossfire between the government and the Communists.
They want just onc govermment to them it doesn't mgmm mattor much which one.
If the Communists take-over, it won't meke much differemce fo the working
people=-we still have to work hard for a living no matder who is in
powers Of courgey the people with ple'ﬁy of money don't want the
Communists in power because they'd lose ‘thair businesses and their money
and they'd have %o go to Framce to sta’y alive." A deeply relibiow
religious person, +the laborer alwa:fsw;mtifullsy prayed during ancestral
anniverseries ond arranged speciasl offerings for in higs homej he sald,
of coursey; the Communigts regarded this as superaeti-tut superstition and
Woulé. not teema tolerate these prasctices if they assumed powers But,
gomehow, even the threst of losing any freedom to worship in this
traditional menner paled in significance *EéWéaghtﬁ—day agondzing
uncertainties of the present times

These 1ittle people are what the Communists calll "the masss" what
the Americans call "the majority" ond what the Vietnamese elite call
"the black pecople.” These lilliputisns, os dbmkleedn well as some of
the elite, wateh this mutual "fighting while neeg negotionting® atage
of the current period and they cleerly amticipate more fighting tham

negotiating, Their hopes for peace are distinetly oxepshaw overshadowed
by—in fact, nearly unindated by——the hopelessness and concern of

threats of more fighting near or in Saigon.
==More pender
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In: this sense, mnever im the eight-year history of the war has the
mood of the Saizonese reached such depths of emotional despair, depression
anguish and sometimes bitternesse For the American, Vietnamese govermment
and: Communict war machines, this represemts & potential political dynamite,
This mood is quite explainable; not until this year had Saigon itself
become a military battleground, Before, it had been an island
unto itself, detached from th; bloodbath in the coumtryside, suspemtiblé
only to the pressures snd repercussions of the W war without witnessing
or feeling the war itself,

¥With the Communist Tet offensive in January this year, and the
nini-Tet of May, Saigon itself has become a battleground=-perhaps the
main and finsl one, This escalation in war misery has counter-escilated
a war weariness and pleas for peace. But, the d& current black cloud
of despair engulfing the capital is based noj simply on the memories
of these traumetic shocks, bdbut slso on the prevailing expectations
of more fighting, The resulting fright and aﬁ agonlizing uncertaintics of

family and personal survival pae predominate almosdsB¥Py the thinking of

almost all Saigonose most o‘f the time. Whathar all ﬁieae fears are

e | . ,}J A v,
justified is often dcbated, is gandral Ly W ared irrelevant,

The state of Saigon's peyehelogi psychological moqt& may be different from
the realities around it; the "herd" facts of the situation may dbe different

from what the Saigonese believe to be the factss The gloom and doom

of Saigon is a prevailing mood, whether this mood is justified or whatevex

its causes.
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Every day now, the Saigon mewspapers carry half-page headlines

predicting snother Commmist offensive in or near the copiitaly these
_or Americanm. .-~

predictions are ma made either by Vietnamese officials or military
commanderss ors inm the latest casey by President Lyndon Johnson
himself, The people expectations of new fighting, however, does not
stem solely from the fact that the officialdoms have forecast it, ]
Many Saigomese only half-listen to the government' s announcements and accepd
them only when they jibe with their own prejuidices or viewpoints. Rather
their m fears of snother offensive seesm to res more on the fact that the
common Vietnomece man in the street-—and even many Vietnamese officialg—
believe the Communists are alreedy im and around Saigom, and hence that

bH2d cight Allled divisioms poised eround the capitael may well

prevon;t & main=-force assanli, but hev they have not alleviated 2hm

the fear of, nor elimineted the presence of, the Communists already
around the town, Whether these Communists are newly infiltrated, or ones
that have lived here for years and have now emerged, or whether they

are recent converts is in some cases fairly discernible~—and in most cases

irrelevani~=to them.

==more reuntem
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The presence of the Communists, pro-Communists and neutralists
is clearly felt in Saigon;.&m} 1ike @ heavy river-boitom fog, seems to be
riging from the Iwell level of the "masses" upwards 4o emsho enshroud the
towers of m’”‘!&m g central government strengthe.

No Ssigonese is thus surprised that he receives & J.esmurq:gj\je«»s}”_%

v B dpusd
. & Chinese waiter while his breskfast is voing sarvely e waiier

».
 }

tells matter—of-factly about Communist troops movemenis near the Cambodian
border; he tells of a super—duper new Communist sutomatic weapon which
can fire ¢ 100 rounds at a whadk and he relates his version of the

great agony of the war and the desire of "the people™ %o have the waw
over——no matter who wins. If the Communists win, he will have to work
just like before, he concludess only the rich will be inconvenienced.
Clearly, the waiter has ngonnections with the other side," the Vietnamese
coneluded while mumching his vreskfasty olearly too the Communists are

on the political iwndet jnitiative in Saigon=-having captured the great sppeal
of peace by word-of-k mouth propagands, heving captured €fe in Salgom
the peace offensive the Allies themeseltes themselves oresved=mmd lovnched

a nd maintained in the world outside of Vietname

==more reuter
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And, likewigey; mno Vietnamese army officer is surprised vhen
"Communiast agents" are uncovered in the Vietnamese army, including
geveral £ at the High Commund Commandj; he matter—of-factly announces
that seven or eight were picked up recently. Nor was a Vieinamese
airborne officer supri surprised +that the Communists consistently
evaded his hard-cherging unit om a sweep in Hoc Mond district outside
of Saigon. "The Viet Cong have told their troops not to fight the
Vietnamese," he explains. "They are to fight only the Americans,

The Viet Cong have cireulated leaflets outside the little govermment
outposts, saying the popular forces can go anywhere outside the post,
even in uniform, if they leave their weapons behind--and the Viet Cong
will not shoot them. And, so the popula}z' forces not longer fight the
Viet Cong, When the paratroopers come imy we know they there are lots
of V, C. all around, But, they just fade away end won't fight use They

just wait for the Americans."
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Even senior Vietnamese officers and govermment officials are knowm
to be receiving personal visits from Communist sympathizers, attempting %o
convince them of either changing sides or giving up the fight right now.
One senior government official was recently visited by ax long-time

friend——a friend who had actively supported Prime Minister Tran Van

Yo LTy
BHAS €L4E

-------

Huong as a candidate during the 1967 President eleotion. Eow !the friend

voiced a sermonette im favor of the allegedly pro—~Communist Alliance fmEsm
v of National, Democratic: and Peace Forces, And,

young university students, who, in 1964 favored American bombing of
Nerth Vietnarﬁmin 1965, actively supported the anti-govermment

Buddhist monks, have now tumned active advocates of the same pro~Communist

Allisnces they use the classrooms as conspiracy hallse

==Morexn
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Eyen Americans officials and officers, without benefit of knowing

the 100&.1 se lenguage, discuss this nebulous Communist presence im the city—

A o
ot A Yk o

"of it. One official still cam not forget Meieur

,_;gnd the
that during the Tet offensive, he heard the C Viet Cong troops loading

their mortar tubes under his windnwn-and he suspects: they are still
im his neighborhoods A British jou:malis‘t recall.s & gimilar incident.

One visitor from Washington remarked how much closer the Americen artillery

rounds now seem to be around the city, In fact,
a Vietnamese artillery battéy 'anﬁ two cub tigers captured in battle are
‘%d recent additions to the Saigon 209 right next door to the Prime
Minister's office.
Des?

One Americen officery who hw gerved in Vietnam during the
dark days of 1964, remarked recently: "The B-52 raids are so0 close to Saigom
I can feel my billet sway from the chock waves. 1 live on the seventh
floor and the other night I was writing & letter to my wife and drinking a
coke., A B=52 raid came along and I could see the coke wafting back and
forth in the glass——that's how much the building was swaying. TYou know how
fragile these Vietnamese buildings are made——ten parts sand and one part
cement, I wouldn't be & bit surprised if the B~52 raide didn't cause

these crackerboxes to come tunbling down."

==more reutern
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Many Vietnamese families have takw preparations possible to
protect themselves against any future fighting in their area=-knowing
that no preparations cam fully guarantee their lives. Many of the
elected Senators and Assemblymen now gleep im the home of & different
friend esch night, hoping to evade assassination sqz:faas. Others
live in their own homé;: protected by geveral government troops and &
high well of concrete around teter their yards. Since the rocketling attacks
in mid-June, many Saigonese have built sendbagged buwmx;% in their homs

& e ot _M
or yardse One upper—oclass housewife, vho e;pemiz’”ﬂw than $1000 mtv

a4 for sendbags in her air—conditioned living roomy now must

endure the complaints of her hugband, who main‘bains theg 'punkex- "mokes

cwa "m»a«u s Twle LR - RSN o4
bl

me sick to lock at vwhenever I come homes" \ Almost every family has

packed a smell suitcase of the most necessary itemss all their legal

papers, high school and college certificates, marriage licensey

family lists and individual identity papers—those which axe irzgplac: difficult
to replace, gometimes family squabbles rasul’é over things to be put in

the suitcase; one housewife wanted to take her modest colleat{apn of jewelry,

aaa O e g G
.

but the husband argued it was better to TE=peppee looters staal(}%*/than

c\ L &-»’

to have & soldier or bandit shoot her to smateh the suitocase. A few clothes

fer the ehildmn a,nd milk: is generally packed t00. Middle-~class housewives

ifg 20 daia have now had tailored the

pajama~styled ba—*bas of the poorer class s0 that they will become less:

congpicuous in a crowds In meny cases, the Saigon buea beauty shopa

now umique gossiping places vhere housewives swap suggestions

are -

[

on how o prepare keep their family her best prepared for the offensif\va._
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Many f’amil:l.es ha,Ve 3
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for the. chilﬁran or ggpld 1@&&*&1&3&5 the homes of zf:he.m olosest friends
and relatives vho live in different necticns of the city, on the assumption

not arl’ th&’gk:at lea,st a\portiou of their ~valuables end necessities can
o Yor 'V & O, e o B, = \,4’—7 G
be salvaged f’% any eﬂ’m . e e’

Ag one Saigonese houscwife explained: "Almost everyone family

"8 T has two mental thoughtss First, we want the whole family
to live together or to die togethers we don't want some to live, some
Yo die and some to be woundeds aacondl m think that tome*Pow we don't

6‘ pY 5V

know if we will live or wo will diey o it'is best just to think about

today, "
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