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SAIGON, JULY %I‘emgl_,y Jor-~political frictions have developed and

are worsening betveen lorth Vietnamese and Southern-born Viet Cong troops.

The conflicts ave considered significant enough that for the first known
time the Viet Cong high coumand has iccued a written directive designed to ease
relations botween trxoopers of the two regions. In the past, individual and group

frictions within wilitary units were ironed out verbally by poweriul politieal

contained in a document captured by Allied forces,
vas issued by the Viet Cong high command in March and seemed to indicate that frictions
had intenzified between the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese troops during the Tet

offensive in late Jamuary, when the Commnists suffered heavy casualties.
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) The portion of the captured document highlighting the rroblem was ironically
entitled "the mission of public relations” and urged Southern-born Viet Cong o
provide more ascistance for Northemn troop replacements cafiffigm assigned o & unit,

These frictions are considered to be based on a multitude of differences between
the three traditional regions of Vietnams Tonkin, in North Vietnams Annam or Central
Vietnam, vhich is geof#fh geographically split at the 17th parallel between North and
South Vietram; Cochinehina, which comprises the riea-rieh Fe ?ng Delta

f south
“\{“l L5 3 (: SR o
of Saigone The regional differences have long phguad"md m ener éte mgotically

eas on tho Vietrma é;ovemmt side;

now, it appears these divergent vays of life, language accents and traditional
‘habits ave also posing headaches oiffthe for even the more politically indoctrimated
and disciplined Commmist sides
The regional frictions on the Communist side are considered lov-level

differences at the soldier level of privates ard subordinate field cormanders;

they are gquite unrelated to high-level Communist decisions involving militery strategy
and the Paris peace talks, Commurist troopers hove been ordered rot Tepest to

not to discuss the pros and cons of peace negotiations and have been told these decisions
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In one easg. more disciplined Northern troope criticized & Southemn eemiar

for mminwspemw.&hmmm %mthmmmmaﬂ, thyew

a grenade into a W am;mn Mth his Kortm sube carrying his Forthern s’b

wvhere he @

gubordinates and then defected to the Vietnamese ;overnment side,

told nis story to a goverrme an Allied interrogatore v
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(ne captured co document a- also dmcribad a Viet cm@‘a @mxillas
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gusrrilla's self-criticism session invh vhich e adritted tha Hor his Torthe
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TMorthem ’m@-unit mdee refused to ég%ﬁ hia orders. 50, :
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them into the middl? middle of the Hob Was outcide of Saigon, deliberately

that they would get loct and leam a good lesson. Instesd,

then they stunboe stusbled into a Vietnamese government unit whick killed or
The Southern guerrilla leader, who repenied, mz L

captured the Noriherners.
e m‘“&m& stuggwaiﬁ store and doeunents indicate the
T R
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frictiong, even bittemess, is ingressing sl a tive vhen Commmist battlefield
when more and more Northermers are being sent in as

casualties are nmnin@ high,
replacenents for local Southern losses, and ag Tortherners incressingly assume more

command positions and mthcxity to map out the direction of the var.
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Algo, aumong the Commmist troopers, there appears to be personal
differences of opinion between the lNprthemmers and Southemmers about military
tactics.  The Southemn-born Viet Cong guerrillasj and regulars, who know the local

area and people, prefer to fm continue to fight a low-intensity, low-risk

guerrilla-styled war, in vhich they Fdght engage Allied units vhen they believe

they can win and withdraw when they can not. The North Vietramese units,

unfamiliar with the termin and local populatnon, heve Tgmd:\ially inched the war into

O M I8 T
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a more conventional st:ream, troopers are ordered to "fight to the last man™
until reinforcements arrivee-and sometimes the reinforcements do not amve in time

to aid the beleaguered unit; One persomal rub is that the Scuthern Viet Cong guerrilla®
are generaliy called on to serve as the "spearheading" element—to guide and lead in

the larger predominantly Northerr %nits——wgzﬁghvgeaz:;s the Southemners in the more

- suffer a higher proportion of casualties.

forward positions and more dangerous 3'
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One Southemn prisoner told Allied interro ators he had aryged that these toctica
wvere unvwise, since a regular soldier could be trained a in & motter of weeks éﬁé easi]y

replaced if he were killed, but guerrillas reguired years of training to become

effective in kiow learning his local ares, people and problems. Mut, the Northemers

rejected his line of reasoning.
Especially during the Tet offemsive in late January, Viet Cong elementis
complained  that they had succeeded in spee ng "8 hole in the knot of the

eneny defense net” as they had been ordered, ut the big-units of Northerne#¥

mamwhaymmmwlfomtmmﬂedhﬂnsupandthaﬂetmm

sacrificed too readily without achieving their objectivese
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Some Viet Cong also told Allied interrogators they blamed the North Vietnamese

commanders for an over-reliance on the use of artillery 8 in coordination

with ground assaults on Allied positions. One revealed his unit was to move in close to
his assigned target area and as it rushed in for the ground assault; the North Vietnamese
artillery unit was to open coordinating fire--but it did not. His unit was ordered

to continue the assauvlt and suffered 3 severe losses.

-=more reuter



ZeZC sag
Yy nnm

frietions 7 (normass/deepe)

geﬁat%g“mhmmwmmwmmamtﬂmﬁghﬁng
abilities of the Yortherners. One Southemn captive told an Allied interrogator
that in the early 1960's, the North Vielnamese instructors and political cadre
were held in high regard by the Viet Cong, btut now as the Viet Cong fight alongside
the Forth Vietramese Ay um.tu, they see incressingly their wealmesses, The
Viet Cong criticized the m predominantly Nertherr units for getting lost in

tre % 1 unfamilitar terrain of the Southern countryside and suburban arcas.
(ne Allied interrogator erplained that numerous Commumist p:isgﬁem igvaaled
the Northem aid Southern troopers, inctead of calling each other ‘comrade’s

%% "Tho's soldiers", referring to Nguyen Fuu Tho, the

often o0alled oa

political head of the Southemn Viet Cong) a7d the Southemers in te turn call the
Horthemers "Giap's soldiers,” referring o Cenexal Vo Nguyen Ciap, Hanci's cmdem-i
St TNty i e SNt - A6 Sitein:uiin ank Suss v ARG

pronouncing "THo" in & different accent, thus meking changing its entire meaning,

and by doing so, "tho" takes on the definition of "longevity.® A different pronouncia
“promun po proucunciation of "glap” becames the word "amor-plate.” Hence, the
Southerners boast that as "longevity soldiers"” they survive on the battlefiecld

longer than the "armor-plated” Torthemers.
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. {},g?jortham troops and unit leaders ofg often complain that the Viet Cong

i

are g lacksadaisical and undiseciplined. During the Tet offensive, one Southemer
recalled some of the Viet Cong troops sWove enroute to Seigon, and the Northewmers
686T8Ge scolded them for doing so. The Viet Cong retorted it was & Southern habit.
Later the unit--the 506th Battalion of Lonug An province--moved into a village
from vhich the population hed evacuated. The Viet Cong soldiers started helring
& villagers g,amm& The Northerners

Mmb@theminthamtezomeg"
objected, wingtho?ie‘bcmgwmateﬂingfmthopwpzaazﬂmt write a note
and leave some money behind for the eggs. The Southems Southemers objected, saving

the villa ers were their friends and had ,g.vm thgm food in the past; the incident

on the battlefield ended when the Wortbam erided upwoa Tie some of the egus T00e

Later, hovever, in the traditional criticisw and self-criticiem session after the

vattle, a fiery exchange tock place. ThHe T6FtHern One Northemner criticized the Viet
for not 188VIEL"S leaving behind a note of thanks and woney for the eggs in the
Northern tradition of courtesy. One Viet Cong reportedly retorted:s "You ave very
tricky pecple. You ate the eggs until yow/stomach vas fuill and then you put the blame
on us,™ (Both sides were reprimanded)e.
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Another disagreemeut between Northern and Southern treops resulted from
- @iffering vegional food habits. In Gia Dinh province, which surrcunds Saigon,
shortly before the Tet offensive, Communist commanders ordered the villagers to

ki1l their dogs 1o prevent ﬁ’?g&r barking at Communist ’m:qp moverents, NPJ}% v

dared object to the order. But, the question arose: W to do with the body of the
dead dogse The Northemers, who consider dogmeat a delicacy, wanted the
villagers to give m%«% them the carcasses to eat, The Southemers, who
rarely eat dogmeat, objected; they wanted to bury their pets oul of sentiment,
The NMortherners called them vasteful and said all the meat should be eaten. Tui,

the Southemn guerrilla leader prevailed, reportedly argning ou pe@le are strangers

-

here and the pecple love their dogs. Ifywwtﬁ they'll blame men when you leave

this ares."
(Hanky 1 plan to file a very short plece Friday. Could I file a three-pert
series over the week-end on the Communists shortrange strategy, the military situation
around Saigon including their 6dér order of battle, and their political situation.
We could airwail it, but in view of threatening attadk I recommend cabling ite
Also, if this is okay, then I'd like te spend most of next week on one topic mentioned
in my long earlier meno. Mowld you want a two or three part series on refacge refugees?

R

I think it's rather a hot irsue nov. Plesse advise, Regards fev)s =~
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