2020 sag
yy-1ip
focus 1 (Yormass/deevc)

Saigony Decembor l8w-wimerdesns in Southenst ssie ave
beg;ﬁming te osll Thailond tho "earbon copy war.” JAmericon offisicls
Wik morking in Vietnam, dut vﬂ.&iﬁng Thallend for their vaéatianﬁ are
begim%ag to shudder at the sharp deterioration of events in Thajlend
and % regenblonce to the previous petterns in Vietnam in roughly
tﬁ 1908=1963 @d when the Amoricen aded nory effert escalatods Move
tmsricen militery and eivilian rdvisors are being sent to@mnme?, some

of then with Yietnam expoficnce,
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Thee scurces shuldes whon they hoard recently that four
Thai provinces have shifted from civilian %o mildtrry sdministratorsy
}ﬂ that seoctions of cne provinoo no v the Padaysion border now has a
night curfew becouse fificen pollcomerft ere resently lost lhere and
thot the Communiste are now intimid-ting governmont teochers, village
offiecinls and policemen os *z_z_:giy onco did in Victnom in thoe early sixties
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to stronsthen their grip oﬁhgf@m ropuloticns,
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One basic problem these sources note is th ¢t the high-level
Thai government officinls rofuse to r880n recognize ther seriousmess
of the problemj officially the Thai government Views the
insurgency @s springing only from Chinesc or Viotnemese naticnals
now living in Thail=nd, but long of exposed to theg politicel
apparatus of Hanoi and Peking. Dut, Americans in a position to
know muintein that the insurgency is alue widespread nwg\tlw
Thai noetionels, moeking it thus more dmgerétm and incidious,
Another problem, similar to Vietnam, 4s the large-scele GETFERSO
corrupiion prevelant within the Thai govermment, which alicnates
the popuistion and thus eids tho Communist-inspired insurgents. Those
Americans belicve the senlor Americans working in Thailond are
suppressing the news of the seriousmess of the 1§'F'mitmtion (21so0
ofBIITe © similar to tho Victnan situation in 1962=63) for fear of
aliencting the Thai govermment officials they must work withe

American § militory officers iwdnknumemn visiting Thailend
predicty thoi unless radionl changes are mede there, they will de
Mﬂ&i 33?; fi‘hu-il::md in three or four yeors fighting in the scme Jobs
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podtione &1'~ they are now assigned to in Vietnam,

(Hanks +this is the focus column on red bleo countries.
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