2C2ZC sog

yy 1ljp

daec 1 (normass/deepe)

E
SAIGON, MAY 16~-The most imporiant Communist turncost to date
he wor was presented before a berrege of klieg lights =2nd 2 full battalion

of Vielnomese 2nd foreign journaliste, In the smoll sy cramped, sweltering

confercnce room, amidst the flairing tempcrw of‘ hi-a 1nqui‘z:. ¢°n“r5’
s J;:;W M"»’é i’-’f’ -

the B Communist politieal cozmniq%az;zm seemed ‘i;o rem*vin the coolest

creature in the room,

The ex-fommunist, named Tran Ven Dae, hod dofected to the
governaent side--mml on April 19--and by doing 30, had tipped off the
Allied commend about the éommunists’ Moy offensive which d&vetailed with
the crnounced M ccheduling of the Weshington-Hanoi peace talks in Parig,

His spperrance beckoned not only 2 large number of Saigont's @. press corps,

but 2lso =cveral military }C}Oli()ﬁ'ﬁ@n,w armecioxmm one of which wore s

gling i‘:comg one side of his shirt and a TG

vair of sunglasses dan

snub=nosed machinegun on the other sides
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Tho a.-uwyeab-old gommissaa: talk j with his hands, hisg eyes and his

eyebrows as well ag mtk; words; hardened dimples, like giant parenthesecs,

framed his lips, whether he was telking or emiling, His Aiptense, narrowly
: ‘.@‘?’v’xi?\ %-a. :
a confident,

if not superior or condescending attitude, though under his chair,

almond=gyos denced through his inquistioners; he

his

¥ candalled feet pivoted into the worn m ﬂocr boardss He was dressed

in o &5 simple brown sports shirt, but he sported a wrist wtch, #BHis

hoir bristled out of his head likedl that of am overgrown erewcut.
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‘ holding yonk of 1te Cole,

Some Vietnomose journnlists thought the misa% sincero in his
remerkoj some Yesterm journalists thought the whole press conference a
ruse ployod b the Vietnamese government to aquecsze propagnnds valuo
thed his
‘ the

from his words. Whichever tho cage, meny secmed %0 nongse

EAW NS G

wes a defootion from the Communist side whioh noy hove R
fuleruns of history on the hattlofield 2g the Poxic peace iuiks wore
-8 cchodulod to begine ‘iwo other lioutemont colonols hive defosted
to the Vietnamese govermment since Dnols osotions

Flonked by 2 dozen radio ond t'po recorder microphonos, the
efficor ansmered questions for an hour, Excerpts of the most importont
questiocnsy  boged on officinl Viotnomose W governmend %:mslutiwjfollowﬁ
; _."./ = 5
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e There did not scem to be o single objective 2t all to the

Communiats' occcond nd oommemd of fonnive (beglnning Moy 59«  Vhat was

the single objoctive?
@7 Thore ws a militery objeotive and a politicnl objective for
the Communistss Vhich do you mean?

Qe Throt wes the militoxy objective?

Ae The milit-ry purpose of the second CANTEND: offensive was anm

offort Yo rooccoupy the positions Wﬂw camnmists)/ had held during the
firat offensive (o-lled tho Tot offensive, beginning B Januwry 29)e  They
mede en effort (during the Moy offensive) to concentrate their troops

in the Ay B, C zones c? of Sedgony, but this time the deployment of their

troops is different and the dircetion of penetration is different (from Tot)e

= apmore reuter
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Gs Iow many troops were imvolved in this sceond offensive?

'+ 1 don't know the ontire troop stromgth for the vholodi
offensives In the flark I wea porsomclly involved inys the troops
included ot least three infantry regimonts, one artillery rogiment =nd
o numbor of leocal unitss We wore to attack the militery ins;tazllvtﬁ.ans
north of Spigone

e Will he confirm or deny # that many Commmista unito ot this
timo did not know tho objoctive? Does ho know thot?

fe It wms possibly very true some Communist wnits 4id not know

& ot tmié torgets wore, Howevery, the Commmints hed scerot=gile
teams and eadre go mto the eity to moke recomnaiscance of the target areas

in the eity, but this vas not enoughe It is ocasy for the Viet Cong units

%o get loat TWUL in the oity for two rossonse Pirst, bocouse the olemonts

in ch rge of lending the ponstrotion into the city wore not muwsyivelerrmeteniig

numorous onoughe fSocond, the Tiet Cong ave used to fighting in the rice

-

paddics and the jungle, »ather thun the citiess
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Qe Did the Commumists get much help from thof people of Sod gon?

Ae During the Tet offensive, tho Viet Cong were m hoping
thoy would win militarily, but setuslly they hove foiled and th@y did xwt
receive ony cooperation from the peoplo of Seigon. In the aecsmf offonsive,
the failure was even worse., ¥

Qe TWos the offensive designed to coincide with the Paris porce talka,
ond 1f 0oy wms this the reason for tho delay in the offensive?

As I know the Commumints plommed to lounsh their offensive on April 27y
but they wal tod until Moy 5. One rocson for the dolay was the Communists
wented to bo botter prepared for the socond offensive HE. boo use they hed
froed mony difficulties during the first offensive, booruse of difficultics
of supplics of weapons end ammunition and the oper:tions of tho goverment ond
Allied troopse The second remson for tho delay, it should bo beccusc of
my rollying to the govermment side, Tho third roaaon&' posoibly should have

boen concornod with poace talks,

=1ore router
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Qe Did you persomolly porticipate in proporation of the scoond offensive
in one way or another?

Ae I was involved with the prepirotion of the second offensive in
many weyse 1 was ordered to meke an effort in amanding&ths Viet Cong
units om@eEms opor ting oround Seoigon. Secomdy I sent Viet Cong cadre
into igon o pital 0% rocomnassiance the torgotse Third, I wos ~lso
taking core of the trangport of weapons into WS- Saigon for the second
offoncives Thrt wos just the pepswselt proporotion on the material side.
1 2lso worked on the spiritunl sides I wes ordered to give indootrinotion
to may troops, sush ngy they soy the Commumists h d killed 50,000 enomyj
they destroyed two-thirds of South Vieinam®s wor facilities and they have
liber~ted le6 million South Viotn mese peopleo=-but I don't ngree with thot kind
of indocirination ond I didn*t give my troops thot kind of indoctrination.

Mhat?s one of the rensgons I rallied to this csides

wmmore router
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fe Th t wos the political objective of the Communist second offonsive?
5. Pol® Politicnlly, the Communist objective during the socond
offensive wna they were hopimng if they won militerily, tho gemayle
of Snigon would go down the gtrects and dmmstraw and uprise.and alse
if they won militerily, they would hove ndventoges in the pecce tallkse
Qe Do you believe the Viet Cong “re preporing a third generol
offonsive somotimey somehwero?
le Sinse I rallied to the government aideyifis I don'y know anything

about o third gemersl offensive. Ve should wait and s0Ce

==more router
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0 Is o WSy nilitaryess
solution possible in Vietnam if the posce talke 48F £041? Could the Allics

or the Communists win #51 the wor militerily in three to five yera?

he The PHOPHL Communists hove three types of copabiliticss Tho
first is F milit'wy, the sooond is politicsl and the third is troop
proselytsing, If they £4il in their first two capabilities, then
the Viet Cong nnd N,rth Vietnam must go to the negeticting tables Butb if
nogotintions £711, the Communists last resort is to protract the wr boesuse
the bottlefiecld dotermines the politiccl situstion,

&

somore routor
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Ge Is this just whot you say now, or is this what you lecrned from
politicol indoetrinctions or what you told your troops?

fe This is & problem the Communist high-ronking officicls have
orrefully studled, This subject is not-phesdssniiebsos publicized to the

lower rorkes
Ay

Ce How offective the Communict first and scocond offensives

boeen agoinct Seigome How would you assess 117

fe Honol considered the G¥¥% two offonsives as the biggest victory
th't ony Communist country heis ever ™9MFe achioved in the world. But, for
mey, I considered it the biggest foilures Beo use militarily, the
Viet Cong troops could not ccoupy mony Ty import nt targets cnd

politic:lly the people 4id not cooperate with tho %R Communist tPooDSeces

= =pore reutey
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Qe Hew would you opproach A Hanod ot hEIIRLAS barenining tobloy
«Anse you know their way of thinking ond their payehologye

Pe fhe Communisots used to 1ie systomsticelly asbout the results of
their militﬁrygm'&ions, but soomer or loter they will be ummnalkods
The only mensure to fighting ageinst the Communist propagonda lies is to
let the people know 21l @bout th@ bottlese ILike the buttle of Phu Tho ?
Hon (ne » 9nigon)s Meny Viet Ctmgg wore lying doad there, Or toll the
people nbout the impossibility of Viet Cong unites gotting into sedgon. Thotle
the thing m. should let the poople know all ~boute The Communiot propagonda
WO ‘ver:,* well=donee The low-ranking troops belicve anything the
high~ronizing offieials myg; even when thoy lice %0y I have sont
lotters ( ir-dropped leaflets) to my comrindes %o for t.em to renlize this
and to do hrt I hve donce \

@
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Qe Thot about the transportation of he vy woapons into Salgon?

ha There ore two kinds of weaponse Heovy weapons and smnll crmoe
e honvy wespons include 122 mme rookets, 81 ond 82 mme moztars and T5
mme Trocolless rﬁ’lé@, i’%&a:aﬁ wepe tronsported into Saigon by walerway
and thowmn snall arme wore isoued porsonally to the trwpa, whe carried

21 perticulerly for tac scoond offensive, thoy modo

more offort in rosupplying the crtilleryy mootly to be used in support

of infaniry movencites
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Ce ﬂﬁara is o rumor that youtrc the eigath highosteranking member
of the COSVE (the Vet Cong high militory commend)s Ia thot true?

fa HOosove :

Gu *‘“"a«mm the Viel Congeepe roplacement strongth come from ~fler
the first offeugive?

Ao Ggmmﬁnigt tﬁeqps.war@ roinforeced by threc clementig for their
gecond affenmive. ﬁbat af the reinforcing troops wore from Nerth yictnam,
The scoond element vere yéﬂﬂgﬁt@mn abducted by the Cemrumists wherever they

coulds The third element was fikpsgn from the go guerrille roriknes

=moPe Fouter
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Qe How muoh time did you speck with General (Willi'm Ce)
Teotmorelond (commender of Amerdio n tm%@ f troops in Vietnom) rond
what did you talk about?

fa tlﬁ%;e firet time I was deeply honored to meet with Ceneral
Yestmorol:nd “{?cn April 19, the doy I defocteds It was o¥enly a
briof tolke He noked me why I defected nnd the battleficld situ:tion.
I scid I dofected becsuse I wes feced with oo meny ;éq,gﬁ_;a;i;tiﬁa in

e

commending my units ond I know the Conmunicts w%wer be able to

nehieve theirzmi®k purposes militorilys Th ¢'s why I rallied to the

government sides I enjoyed my conversation with Gwéf Gonoral Vostmorelond

and he ftronted me wells

s=nore roudr
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Qe Vhy doos Hanoi alwys refuse to o8E

their regul r srmy into South Vietn:m?
La As you knowy, North Vietnsm sends a continuous flow of troops

and wonpons to tho Southy bdut they dom't admit it bocouse they consider

s
S e

moving men frem North to the South is not an not of gk
aggressions Thoy consider Hporth ond South Vietnem 2p one countixye
Yoty ﬁf‘f‘gf;éll the act of moving trocps from the l}nﬁ.ted States to
South Vietnam as an sot of @ aggresgion. Hencey thoy deny sending
troopa to the Sputh p0 they won't be labolled as aggrossorass

Qe Wili éﬁ%@ the Vietnumese govermment?

ie Since I've left the Communiot «ddey, I decided to serve the
South Vietn'mese government os much as rossible as @;‘3 soon ns posnibles

samorce router
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e ¥

le "kt do you thimk of poTIINIINE conlition marmom‘ﬁ‘or

South Vietnenm?

fe Vhen the Communicts talk obout eoclition, thoy meom just o
cover (or camouflage). Buty, in foct, decp in their heourts, % thoy
do not think of cozlition at alls They Cff'@ trying to godn covlition so
they can seize more power. They will tryém time to g in all the powers
We high-ronking officers do not discuss this mottery this problem should be
discussed ~t a higher level, but wo know the Communints will try three
stopse The first step is military-politicals If they fail éj.n thiay
they »1ll ccoept o transitionazl government and thgm they will txry to
gein & much power as possible until they h ve allig;}g povers Sop I
beliove » conlition govormment 4o Juot 2 camouflage to cover the intim-te
PP foolings of the Commumists o godn powere They will $alk about the
conlition government only at the central govornments But, thoy think they
will have full power at the district and village levels

(Honkks I went to the delta yostorday ond will file that story plus
a long economic story fridey and saturdays rogards bov)e

=mond routor
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