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capture 1 (normass/deepe)

SAIGON, JULY S-~=Senior Viet Cong field commanders have been
reconnitering the heart of downtown Saigom, £ its suburbs and satellite
cities——some of them on flashy red motorcycles—=to gain first-hend
intelligence information prior to leading their major units into assaulting

the areas.

oy A dful of ’these @ senior officers ﬁ have either been captured 7"D/
JRUE vl Ren Be )

or voluntarily dereoted to the Vietnamese government side, including the e
most importent Communist officer caught alive since the beginning of the

Vietnam war eight years agoe Roug!;hy a dozen more junior officers, such
f’

as licuteants end captains, have also been oaptnred or surrendered to A the
/ \;Lf/’; A‘\ TACS ?f/ ™A :‘ < ;“':f & s~
Allied sided ' !
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3 Intelligence sources report & that since many Commumist units got lost
enroute to their oity*batﬁaﬁelds during the Tet offensive, the Viet Cong
high commend has ordered We deputy ¥@ Teginental commanders and
hattalion commanders, and sometimes even company commanders, to reconnolire
nrba.n arcas which are slated to bma ta:tgeta in future Communist atladkes

Ao &

And;% more of these senior offima} anin}g mtm the govermment—conirolled
e Vg

am' previous period of the #

areas, more of them have been captured than

ale
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Some relinble sources believe that during the Communioct Tet ottacks
in lote Jonuary and  their "socond aﬂmaaw*fmm Saigon in Moy,
the WW.IM” of the Communist militery structure around the

Whagmmmmmmmmmmmmm
lezderships The result has been more Horth Vietnamese voplacenents,
inorecasing "Forthomnisation® at the omm Iml, and incroasing
frictions botooen the local Southomrn ‘&etm mﬂ the incoming percomnels

"The second floor of the Communists® three-story militery house
ie beginning to crumblo,” one of these sowrces ezpleined, "This sccond
stoxy of loonl, provineinl bettalioms ond rogiments is vitel. It is tho
link betwoen the Commumint suerrille movement at the base and theiz
regular liorth “pebmemeds Vietnomese units vhich do mot know the terrein
or the recrles I Shempoescinedsisien this middle—schelon continucs
%0 orumble, it could be e key militayry developnent affecting the battlefiecld
situation around the capital citye."
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capture 4 (normass/deepe)

Vignettes of the capture of some of the senior officers reveal some

of the James Bond-like facets of fighting & war like Vietname

In _J.ate May, a-gevermartaint Victnamese govermment intelligence
officer became suspicious about 2 fortuneteller, in his forties, wearing
the traditional long robe and turban, in the B femous Le Van Duyet o
shr!.ne acrose the street frcm the Gia Dynh provincial heaéquartm. The
m fortuncteller appeered nervous snd ?eg& ]glamigg around the areas
The government officer struck up a conversation hnd began flipping through
the f;ﬁn’ fortunctelier's notebock of Chinese characters. A map
was found, containing diagrams of the pmi:z{ial.\head\ quarters, nearby
prison camp ia% Ameri can advisory of‘fio&a end communications sites The
fortuneteller was arrvested and confessed ‘being a Viet Cong lieutenant

in charge of a reconnaissance unite

wenore reuter
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capture 5 (normass/deepe)

Then ceme the capture of Nguyen Chi Sinh, the deputy commander of the
fifth Vijet Cong subdivision around Saigon, and the highest ranking Communist
officexr captured 3,;; alive to date in the ware His rank was a step higher
than -ddeten lieutenant GeFel colonel, bu . Fia not yet been appointed full
colonel, He had been recommnoitering the Thu Duc area outside of Saigon
on a R red Japanese-made Honda, carrying a woman on the seat behind him,

By coincidence, Vietnemese govermment soldiers were conducting a mopping

up operation in the area and began checking identification papers and family
lists of the villagers. Sinh and the woman were detained as suspects, along
with & number of low-ranking local village guerrillas. Sirh's identity papers
were not in orders ho said he was just visiting the area in hopes of buying
some water buffaloes. Under intensive interrogation, one village guerrilla
broke down and identified Sinh as a high-ranking officer. The won¢h was
identified as Nguyen Thi Ba, the no. 2 leader of the Viet Cong's Vomen

m Sou W U eTH ey
Associationg —

ecarned to ride his Honda in Bien Hoa city, as
he was doing rcconnaissance work there earlier, He said he had once hit

the child of a Vietnamese govermment's security officer, had paid the officer
five hundred pais piastres (85) for hospitalization fees of the child—-but In
had escaped detection at that time, Sinh operated under a number of aliases;

his real neme is Le Van Hgot. ~—more routor
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capture 6 (normass/deepe)

The fourth important seizure was Major Huynh Thanh Dong , commander
of the third battalion of the Communists 208th Artillery Regiment, whose
rockete had been peppering Ssigon in § May and June, He was captured
near the Binh Loi bridge on the outskirts of Saigon, along with his
eight=man reconnaissance escort team. He refused %o say how much
reconnaissance work he had accomplished in Saigon proper, but he carried
maps and diagrams of the imerican Bubassy, Vietnemese Presidential
Palace, Vietnamese Navy headquarters on the waterfront, the Gia Dinh

provineial police headquarters, the @ Kewport sniﬁ ing oemp}az between
N CHlo e

pos card.e £ bridges aeggm

Saigon and Bienk Hoa—as well as commercial

around Salgone
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A £ifth important capture developed from the arreat of a Viet Cong
village guerrilla, who, under % third-degree interrogation, showed
a Vietnamese government intelligence unity financed by the American

 Central Intal‘*i**anoe Agencyy the hideout of two impor’tant Viet Cong

tmﬁeotorsrm The hideout: a tunnel near the

e

gate of the To CEESPY Chau repoat ﬁw Chem textile factory, situated

just off tic Bien loa highway leading out of Saigon and not far from

a Victnamese government military academye The opening of the tumnel was

camouflaged by a pile of firewood, The govemment intelligence agents

noticed *ﬁj; another person had been living in’ the tunnel, because of the

mumber of rwe bovlse One of the Viet Cong confessed the fourth person
MNI?H e P

as name&fﬂam laai, wito had ridden his 'b%b black Japanesc-made Suzulcl

motorecycle to Saigon for reconnalssance fﬁ‘e The next day, the Viet Cong

captives, h'g&' hiding in a % truck, M 188 highway with binoculars

and & when Mai appeared on his black motorcycle, the government forces

captured him, He admitted he had been familiarizéng himgelf with the

first precinect of Saigon——in the heart of the d domntorm aree~-so he would

be prepared to lead in his assault unit, the Dong Ngal Regiment. He

was ;.eputy commander of the regiment.

--nore reuter
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capture 8 (normass/deepe)

’"ﬁ&—:‘;wf;i.? .

%, =t ‘i‘wo Nofther ?iet Gcng deputy regimam:al @u&ﬁ‘x acmzmderg surrcn&er 2

._o/

“} éi‘ter thmr uni‘ts suffereé heavy &&sualties in angaganents with Allied forces.
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