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SAIGON--The disruptive Vietnamese political crisis
represents the beginning of a slzeable, swerving step auay
fron winning the anti-Communist war here. ~

Political observers here foresee at least three ké§
factors cmerging from the simmering, potentially explosive,
crisis, They are:

4, A long process of political deterioration, which
will severely damage bthe already weak anti-Communist political
forces gggs%gping +o administer the soecial-economic~political
programs'ﬁﬁiﬁg/are an important part of winning the war,

‘plua a2 whirlwind change of V%ptnamese military commenders who

are responsible for con&uctiazyéhe purely military campaigns.
2, The growing probability that the ten-man ruling
pilitary junta will be diluted in its authority and anti-
Communist cqm@osition~*if it survives at all.
%, The longer-term prospect that Prime Minister
Nguyen Cao Ky is heading only a trensitional governnent rather
than a permenent anti~Communist pulwark of internel strength.
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Political mm observers here are carefully watching to determine
ify vhem and whether the military junta and Prime Minister Ky—at a
later stage~~fall in o bloody, chaotic showdown with pro-neutralist
Buddhist leaders, or whether and if they will fell in 2 smooth
transition of power im behind-the-scenes Palace intrigues and interludes
of invisible mameuvering.

Of immediate oonnam# to ﬂa short~range American natiomal
ar interest is whether or not Prime Minister Ky will survive. He
is knom: to have often throatened to resigm from his post; @

' e ML E TV By S
ke has towﬁamﬂ that he carvies a copy

of his resignatiom in his flight suit. Even more dangerous, however,

is that "clamdestine® govermment~oppositionist leaflets. have begum
to attack the Prime Minister by name, Previously, 49. they had
attacked only s% selected members of the ten-man ruling jumta,

oot 4
' f them Catholic generals.

Because the loss of Ky from the Prime Minister-ship would be &

di:}wk polit;p\al slap in the face of President Lyndom Johnson, who
'3‘ embraced im the mustacheced gemeral at the Homolulu Conference last

monthy Ky is considered to have & better chamce to survive them the

other ruling generals.

(sore)



deepe
politics~=-page 3
March 23, 1966

0f far more immediate importance imternally, howevery—and of

longer-range American na_tiomal iuteresstha
the ten-ma n mnmmjunm, sethor than e Brims ‘Minister Ky
The military 3:& junta, officially namedthe the lational
Leadership Committee or the m%m Bimctmte; is the legal
bagis of the govexmem; %d Prime Minister Ky, as the head of the
executive branch of gvvammﬁ is subordinate to the ruling council.
ﬁ&fﬁ hard~line, enti-Communist generals

The militaxy Jmt:g of
is now cmsﬂ.de& j n @ significent positiom in that it would decide

N ¢ .
f the future eivilism councils to draft o national cﬁﬂ constitutition-

whether these bodies would be predeminantly pro-neutralist or

anti~Communist~—and would finelly approve the election regulations
which could give the right to vote to Communist elements, or could
decide whether covex Mn’c» agents ox promtraust sympathizers

would be eligible For candidates in the elections
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If the ruling military junta is wamhwgmmmsm toppled--either
peaoemlly;, violently or gradually--however, anti-Communists here
fear thatthe key decision-making couvncils would be pmoutralisf &
in orientation and that gradually through the yeart an internal

political Q‘p mmgﬁmem would be made with the National

‘Front for the Iiberation of South Vietna m @' (NFLSVN e

the political backbone of the ¥ Viet Cong and North Vietnamese armed

forcess

"fhe great freedom fightemy Prime Minister Ky, ocould easily
find himself in the Qy curious, but wmhappy plight of having
American é,nd Buddhist support--but psaée presiding over a meutralist

governnenty® one Wesiern observer explaineds

(sore)
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The gist of the conflict between the pro-nmeutralist Buddhist

leaders and Ky's military junta is notrptnot a difference in
NAaR e AL

programs for Vietnam—— s but is the time period im which these
programs are to be implemented. Prime Minister Ky, at the Honolulu
Conference, presented his famous two-year program, which had been
unveiled publically to the Vietnamese in middmjuary-

His p].n n oai%for’ the pacificationy security of

™

rural areas, ontrolled or influenced by Viet Cong, along

with active social~economic programs im weseli o fares

rural areas as well as the cities. According to govermment estimates,
at the end of 1967, the Saigon government would have controlled
seventy six per cent of the Vietnamese population politically as well
as securing them militarily from the increasing pressure of

Viet Cong and North Vietnamese umits., At this time, the populatiom

could have voted freely for a mational legislative assembly, which,
if a Prime Ministerial system of govermment was outlined in the

Constitution, would also have selected @& mew governmente
Most @ political observers fg here believe that

this ambitious pmgraw(; would have givem Ky and the military junta

( ’:'Bi\’ Q e }

pOlitiO&l m'pmimuﬁaﬂ and
anti-Communist civilians, (More) over pomdr to relatively
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Bis Jotikins Leidorekiiy Wik has apsashetdel the toppling
of soveral past re@.mes; howev;er; wents to telemye the time
period in vhich the é:mdua,l evolution towards eiviliam government
takes é) places Few political observers here beliecve Athat the
Vietrnom poasesse*”such. a luxury of {ime", fearing that growing
Communist military pressure and increasing political confusion om
the non-Commmist side preclude eny Zf substantial shifts of power
at the cemtral govermnment echelon ¥t the current periode :

Trontialiy,  the PMikiss dessnis S0 Semscratte sad
independent structure of the govermment "as soom as possible," appear
to uBs observers here to be in step with the %% kez g__gciaiom
made at the Honolulu Conferemce--including the de 4; i on
of President Iyndon Johnsom—sHt thet elections for a mational

legislative asasm’biwah be held 3: 800N :
noe, vhile American officials have reiterated their

support ¢f Prime Minister Ky, the growing question in WM is
whether or not the Americam government also supports Ky's

two=year program and his pilitary junta of mine other generalse
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