deepe

dawson—-—1

January 26, 1965

25=yeor-old

zen traveling
through Vietnamese villages near the Communist-infested
D~Zone in search of news about his brother, a U, S. Army

pilot listed as missing in action.

Donald C« Dawson has been traveling through Viet Cong-
controlled t@rritory, living in & friendly village only
"a mile away from thousands of Vi C."y = alrdropping

cte  eattempting to

i%%s thousands of personslly u&b?@ﬁv}waf’

e of his brothel--18 months older th&aé%;

£

get news Qf the §

Elm%&}fw-wgo "flew out in his plene one day and never came backs
The 50,000 leaflets—-signed “The brother of the pilot"~-

Dawson offered a reward of 0 100,000 piastres (US§l430)

for his broﬁher alives U,uOO piastres (U““?lO) 1or the return

of his body and 35,000 piastres ( Umwr%gg for an identifiable

iece of his brother's alrcraft wid et number on it

(More)



"I perconally think Danny is alive," hisg brother explained

ey o

'Hies wife thinks he's alives, And until

in Sedgon this weels,
I see hig Dbody I'1l conbtinue to think he is " B Lty Daniel
Dawson, also the father of four 'children living inCelifornia,

-

was listed as missing = in action on November G, 1964--exactly
he day af

seven years to ¥ ter thelr father wad lost in a
tuna fighing boat,

Less than a month later--—on December »rd--Donald, also
&z skipper of a tuna fishing boat, arrived in Viet Nam in search
of news about the fate of his older brother to whom he was very
closes

$20 and

"I left nmy wife with
told her to get a joby" he explained, She's now a waitress,

I've got enough money to pay the rewards if Danny comes out alive-—

1

but other tham that I don't have a cent.’y I leased out my wmme

| &y
- vanch Jn.Czecon And fapned. mo hnce ARG der it i A e il R

only & few weeks, Dbub recently he has applied for a one-year

| exbension of his Vietnomese visa o remain longer,
i

|
f (iore)
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Americen helicopter pilots with % whom hig brother had
Ry
worked have péﬁﬁﬂgh personally advised Donald not o travel
in the Viet Cong infested areas he has gone in search of news
about his brother's fatew
"But with someone who has so 1lititle sense and so0 much
$o £ i W 1 N SRR G e W (. | g PR AR Vi, DIGHIRES « B, P00ty 1 v (1 At B

guts,/ how can we stop him, one astonished helicopler

pilot wesEE: cxplaineds

rieks of

'

Donald himsclf admits that he is teking great
his own 1life to travel nmmwmbhmm along The ed
Viet Cong-infested D~Zone--a stronghold which the Communists

conbirolicd for thirty yeors even under French rulee

"I live in a friendly village only miles from
thousands of Viet Cong," he calmly explained. "I live at the
edge of D-Zone in a village guarded by only a few home

é militia~-not regular army troopss I've the first ¥xx
E‘American ever to live there or to travel there. The villagers
told me that during the French war two Frenchmen came into villa

and asked questions like I did. ¥ They said they shot them,
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"I hired a Frenchman wn;;;;;ﬁch to go into the village
with me the first time and he spoke to the villageirs in Irenchse—
bubt he would not go back there again wilth mes

"Only in the last three weeks did 1 start to go into
that D-Zone areas I didn't know if they would let ne siay or
nots 1 rentea a car to go in, but I gol lost and Ghe driver

\.l{, it BT

of the car left me«l’féy myself so I had o ggtfﬁfgampan oub«”

‘The tall American with reddish-brown mustuché and beard
gaid that uﬁiggk shortly after arriving in Viet Nam he
printed‘ég? 804000 leaflets telling villagers ebout the
hie reward and his hopes bo find his brothers erican:
hééE%%@ helicopter and airplanc pilole who knew hig brother
collected donations by placing a jar on the officers club bar
which almost covered the $2%00 printing bille

nTiye flown around Shot areca whore iy brother's nlane
went down and dropped leaflebs there," he explaineds
uIiye dropped leallets in Vie?l Cong villages end along their
—

trailse I stop swmall sempons i7ws ond  the wiver and glve
the people thirby plasires (forty cents) to cerry my lecaflets
further upstream. I've plastered 500 leaflets on the side of
their boats and fermers around my village take leaflets which

they hend to the Viet Cong and tell then I'm waiting in my

village for news about my brothers./
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"But all these leaflets are not worth the paper they're

printed on & unless 1 SLt in that village and welb=—-

everyone all around he brother of the pilott is
yaiting for some news,"” he explained.

He said during his stay in the village he has taught
for hours 15 children English in the schocl run by a Vielnamese
Roman Catholic priest who has cqoperatea with him and has
&t times fed him. '

“And I spend hours Jjust s&gﬁi personally signing the
leaflets o be dlatrlbuégé, he laughed. "I've signed almos®
50,000 of them by now. UWe still have 30,000 more to go bubt we
distribute thenm carefuliy.”

He said that during his stay in the friendly village

"itve eaten%izer thing £rom the intestines of pigs, duckheads,
ST (L 1C fect." :

fle said he lives in "a bamboo house with ﬁ%pthatch roof
and dirt floor. there's no door and I sleep on a rice mat
placed on a slab of wood."

e eiﬁE%‘explained that "now I'm just waltinge Of course,
I hope my brotherm walks oul of the jungles If not that, I
hope the Viet Cong bring out his body--or even let me go éup
%o get it. I've ot the bag for his body, The gloves and
the packsack --IL*ve got 1t all set up-—but now I'm just waiting

i

# to see what the Viet'Con%/§§i2§
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