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SAIGON, AUGUST 26—Within the past week, en air of profound wrelief

if not optimistic exuberance, hae penetrated the ranks of Vietnamese

First, o sensing that the Allied 'military commands have successfully,

although only temporarily, thwarted the Communist objectives during the

past eight deys of accelerated and oS6E 8 te omcalated ground fighting

in the South. Over this past week—end; the Communists had been expected
to meke a bold new military move 40 celebrate the twenty-third anniversary
of their Apgust 25th insurrection in Saigon==but nothing spectacular _i}.agpened.
Also, news that the vemote Special Forces camp of Duc Lap had held in
the face of a North Vietnomese regiment near the Cambodian border @s‘;

spiralled the optimism of Vietnamese senior officers.
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The second factor is that Vietnamese nationalists ard =
newspaper editorialists have been predicting for weeks that President
Lyndon Johnson would gtop the bombing of Hgrth Vietnam as a means to

a U“Tim’bxflngn’ég tzwzr-&oves at the Jemocratic Cenvention, rather than holding

out for firm concessions of de-escalationm: from Hanci. lNow, the
Democraiic nomination convention is et hend-—and the bombing of the
Horth continuess

The third factor is the Czeck crigism. The non—-Conmunigt
Vietnomese in and out of the governmeni believe the invasion of the

small country by Soviel~andsgafdel satellite troopse—has been an

enormous setback to the ccqmiﬁﬁ;ntx%g, hes pesked the conilict and
contradicetions within the Communist bloc——and might potentislly

mean an indirect gain for the an%i»ﬂommunis’ts heree Internally, even
the Vietnomese pro-neutralist end “feme-sittin"” politiciana, ‘such ag

—he militant Buddhist monks and loy leader%, are kaown to

aondemxf the invasion of the little East Buropean nation—and thus they
{-'){;f‘ L&

are now on the political defensive/ at the same time they have been

wepping outd @3 peace plans wnacceptable to the Vieilnamese governments

Lo
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For yesrs, Vietnam's foreign ministers have congistently used the
case of Czeckoslovakia to point out why South Vietnam would never accept
a eoalition with the Communists—even a minority of Communists in a
govemment ,,mana meant they would eventually seize control of the whole
@p atadntstation by "liquidation® of the non-Commmnists. Now, the
Vietnamese government officials use the current Czeck crisis to prove

an even larger point that they have also bea?mrguing for yearss Various
=3 deplored thedle

Vistnomese nationalists here have-smgs
invasion of COzeckoslovakia, but President Nguyen Van Thieu, in a television
address, ounmed up the mood in the mostda blac};wamiwwhita termss &

ompuseiien

tehow that freedom is always ruthlessly

events in Czeckoslovakia 38
repressed in a Communist sooiety, because even the +imid expressions of
freedom represent already a serious threat %o Communist tyrannyesesinother
%, lessonessis that nationsl independence in the Communist world

is enly a myth, especially when a small Communist country lives next to &
big t}ormum :t-e&h neigh'bor. These everts reveal the emptiness and the
tragic irony of the Communist elaims to fight for the 'liberation' of the
Repuhlic of Vzunam, by attempting to impose by force a reogine obedient

% to international Communismees”
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Develorments in Czeckoslovekia and Chicage would not produce much

optim;smz herey howevery if the more immediate problems of the battlefield
id :} ’?'1;. f”’ et
had not been swamssfully gowntered hy the Allied commandse Senior

Sl

Vietnemese officers here believe that the Communists SAESE

capability and the intention of launching spectaculax drives into major
urben centerss Ilowevery, they believe that the Commumnists are now foreced
to postpone these drives for at least another week or two. These sources,
not k:?a@ "on o) &ty official optimism in the past, believe that the
cmmnums'tm lmted to push their big-tm:lt i‘omtmms into the major
cities~but thus far they have ¥ only been able to achieve small-scale
@midﬁ.ng, commando ané terrorist sctivities in 8 somo *@Eciﬁem
Taus far, their EEF Lig=unit formations have not emerged in a

spec »%u‘i ar, coordinated offensive, these sources say, and this E@/
view as a tenporary sign of weskness on the Communist parde
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Vhile the Communists have seized the initiative in escalating the ol

round fighting, the Allied forces have reacted quickly and with smasw’&?\
simi simply the American and Vietnamese regulars, but also tﬁ?%ietnameae
under—paid and poorly amed. regional forcess. In Quang Ngal, fouwr companies:
of regional forces thwarted a Communist drive to seize the provincial
headqusrt@zﬁfgd/power stations 39 Communists were killed in the unsuccessful
attempt~—and no regional force casualticse Inm Tkthe Tay Ninh province attacks,
where the escnl acceleration of the ground war began on August 18, the
forces also were msmentai in slowing down the Communist a&vame,

1roes said. And the oivilmn irregular

American: senior Americen :gg;; :

e

forces at the Duc Lap district ' an& Special ﬁ‘orcesfg%mgf pugges

in holding out even when the Communis® regulars at one time goized ha Z‘"’f‘m
the defense camp's defense permeter.
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These Vietnamese military sources believe the currepiy-—mediwm=ievel

pattern of the ground gor war will continue at least this week--the week
&5
of the Democratic convention—-and possibly another week,
{M*fv—m f{f
] if successful=~then the Ggmmunis
G <epSptional
batﬁaﬁ.eld position to launch _sefisaiional-eéfessive big-unit offensive

into the major cities.
@e%"ofﬁ‘icers define the current pattern of the ground war this ways
1, : Widespread, low-level, rocket and mortar attacks on
provincial and district towms

Vietnamese cities,

the full @gt width and breadth of the country. These are considered
the pyroteh pyrotechnics of political psychology, rather then demonstrations

of military power, with the puzpose of wearing down the anti-Communigt

mora le of the eivilian popula tion. fﬁﬁ&g the @ Communist intrusion

fwa«;i {-—-',3 Y

into Tay Ninh city, the pro—government religious leaders of

the Cao Dai Church still ot i e -nssiins ond beliovel

L

the Communists failed in their attempts to-%@d seize and hold for several %

days portions of the provincial capitals

==more reuter



ZCZC sag
yy nnm

confidence 7 (normass/deepe)

2¢ A continued effort on the pert of the Communists to comnsplidate
their military position in the rural areas beforéf&l lawnching an all=out
attack on the citiess They are expected to continue to perfect HHEIF.. .
the coordination of their rocket attacks and smaller wmit ground forces
before sending thelr big-units into an en inters-meshed drive through
the thick Allied defense belts around the major urban areass These
sources note that the Commumist oeordinationz has improved considerably
in geope tu% que m,and detail since their Tet affen}@va& in Jemuery .

MORE i»;f fRe Communi§TS [TrRe
)

and ¥ag—bu j 14 mst-de improved morcs
3. Contued Continued emphasis within the next two weeks om
"movenent warfare" a-;ad "lines of communications warfare" by the
Communistse During the past eight days of intensified actiomy the
Communists thus far seem to be concentrating on annhiliation of

small Vietnamese outposts, training canter% ; \cgntinned harrassment

of some Special Forces camps, cutting major and sabobaging major roads)

blowing up key bri&ges, ) h@ras ng the sh@ping channel into Saigon port,
\u-.-...,_.
liberally peppering huge | Allied air‘basgfs with indi/rect HOT T BT oo et
5 %0 ambush' and attack Allied reinforcements

and troop movementss
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- In short, the Communists seem to be attempiing to nush the
A1lied forces inio m geographic pockets or enclaves so that they
have freer movenent tﬁrougm. and more comdov control over the ?@ﬂ ‘
Vietnamese countryside. If they succeed in this smdea plan, they
are then in a betiter position to nossekbedr catapult their big-unis
formations into the urban centers and attempt to hold them for some Hime,
If they # fail, however, the Allies may have @ stopped their offensive
drive before it actually gets rolling,

4e Continued attempts to toss commandoes and reiding wite into
the urban centers to cause psychological havosc among the civilian pgew
population and cf':nsiéef‘able property damege. But, thus far, their
main~forece units hav;ﬁtkw/aceew in moving c¢lose to many of the major
cities. More termriam, é,isruptiem, rocketing and mortaring are es

(R BRI @B
predicted for thepe fcentez'«ﬁ- t at this time,

sa;n.or Vietnemese officers believe even if the Allied foroes can not
Y ,'p
“pred¢dwt the Communist third offensive inte the cities, they will successfully

smash it once it begins to  umroll.

==end reuter
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