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SAIGON-~Reliable observers her@ reviewing the desperate but
not hopeless mess in Viet Namy exe becoming increasingly oconcerncd aboud
Mnerica¥s capability of winning ifuture counter-subversive wars in
underdeveloped lands in South Americen and Ax Africa,

These observersy well awere of counter-subversive wars and
Conmunist tactics, openly cringe when they hear radio reports of
€ pro-Communist guerrilla raids in Venzuela, Americen military advisors

) to their buddies
often depart Viet Nem with the r§i only half-jolking remazisy, S L S

you in South America in filve years."
As current American policy here faces a "last chance" %o »@27

veverse the losing trends in Viet Namy observers are readily distrubed by
the "inertia" of American policy to make the "firgt step" %o counter
Communist subversion and guerrillas warfare in other parts of the world.
méy note that while American policy debates during recent Presgidential
election campaign centered on the nuclear issuve, little attention was

@ﬁ focused on what they call here "the war of the future," Mmm
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Dven ronking American militery men, who openly advocated almost
a decade ago that Americen should become less dependent om muclear arms and
mm&&s&w now Mﬁﬂ the probleme of counter-insurgency wore n
not met "with any sense of urgenoys" (Infornotively only—-Toylor's viewpoint)e
Possibly without rea-ii realising it, £u Naj. CGon. Hguyenm Khanh,
former prime minlster and now commander-in-chief of Vietnamese amed forces,,
has vigorously questioned the very basis of American foreign policy since
Vorld Ver II--the policy of contaimment, 1In a quiet lotusw-pond gexden
in the far-off provineial opaital of Vi Thanh Thenh last week, Gens
Khonh seids "The source of this wer is zﬁw the National Liberation Front
(the political = organization for the Viet Cong puerrillas). The source
is Hanoi ond Peking,
“I had a talk with (sﬁom &ﬁzﬁé?’ Deen) Rusk and
(secretary of Defense Robert) Holemara and I $61d them 'you cen maintain
an equilibrium of forces-~Red China has the manpower and the United Statcs
has the nugce muoclear firepower, But if you wait until the Chinese Communists
have their own atomic bomb them you can see you will no longer maintain
the equilibrium,®
The implication of FKhanh's statement~-made seven months before
2000 Pel:ing exploded its own atomic device-~wask that the wer in

Khanh's view 18 not substantially different from thot of

General Douglas MeAr Meghu T ey
Emmwarhemta&wgg;bwb @hmmmm% Ch ina U
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Gbservers here note that i€ Amorica vegets rejects the Khanh
viewpoint end continues its strategic policy of contaimment, it is thon
faced with two broad alternatives:  the United atam must support the
euerrillss ond subversives, moking them revolutionary but anti-Communists
or it must defeet or contain tthe Communist guorrillas and subversivese

The first alternative--that America backs the poor class versus
the richer ruling class—is at least temporarily rejected here.

“That means America would have to support the 'ins" versus the
‘outs'," oaccoxding to one observer here. 1% means that instead of supporting
a govermment, Americans would have to overthrow the govermment and become
that government, But that decisions has never yet been moa nade anywe
anyvhere olse in the world., Besides, Americans probebly do not have the
capebility to aid guerrillas and overthrow a govermment, They would blotch

Informatively only,
the whole thing up." (rotunlly, sourvce of this is J=3 Gen. De Puy
vho's come from the Speeial Varfare Departmen’ in Pentagon-~but these quotes

can not be attributed to Americam SOUPCES e

e sccond alternative-~to slo allow the guerrilles end subversives

Conmunist and then to dofeoat thom~=is the worry of obsorvers hore.

(ore)



“In tho late 1950's, tho Amerdcan ammy troined the Vietnemese
army, the fmordcan Adr Force treimed the Victnamese Adr Povee, the
cconeniio programs go v gave meney o the country, United Stetes Informotion
Service published the President's cpecches and the Central Imtelligonce
Lgenoy nent reports back 0 Vashingtomy,® one weld~ welleinfermed obscrver
noteds

"Mhe Mmericans thought 4f they 444 all this it would solve the
probleme But it hasn't."

‘ fio emplained that this is now the progrems used in South Amerdcan
and in Swifendn other countrios, to try to stop subv commnist subversion
and guerrilla warfore, but they undoubedly will fail there too.

“Mhe real reacon for the fallure in Viet Nemy® he exploined
"is that the Communiste-—and not the Americanseeaze the real ergendzation
mone They have a dootrine they have confidenso ine-ond an orgonizotion
they hove modified ond timkered with throuch the yeara,"

The obsorver noted that at the lowoot hemlet lovel, “vhere the
people arey” the Ocmmunist orgerdzation in perhnps 25 times stronger then
the povernment fmer Saigon govermment's apporetus; at the district level,

(itore)
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any attontion to the Communist eppavatus orgenisational epperstus at the
village and hamlet lovels There's no one agency in the imericen hicrarchy
in Viet Fam thot hes the particular mission to root it out--though overy
one agonoy hos bits end pleces of the problems, And thore's no one sponey
8 in the Vietnemese govermment thot's in oharges It's o police amd
intelliponce problom, I ssoume in any countyy--vhothor it's the Congo
or Vonseul Vensuelaw-the free world will face themmumepenblmrgms a
problem nuch like thise

“The govermment in power would bo wosk at the lowoot level
whore thero's contast with the wice farmers or Indien matives, but it's
there thot the Comymmnint orgonication &8 institutionally the strongeot.
The Amoricons ave not very weoll orgenised $0 ocorrect this cither fyem
e oconcertunl or orgenizational stondpoint,®

The source notod that the British Conol Colonial 0ffice
sguipped them to meot this problem in thelr avens, "but the ’mericens
do not hove that, The Public Administretion of UsAID, for exemple,
in foounod at tho ministerios at tho mationa 1 lovel and not ot the village
levels '

"Tho Amoricam intelligonee program is designed to report %o
ton rothern ¢ rether than to help the police vwithin o country,
and o1l the total intelligoncewcethering operation is split between difforent
ngenclens It's a moss.”
(zoro)
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The source said that the basic decision facing the
American policymekers is the extent of interference in the internal

affairs of o friendly nation.

"The problem with Venzuela or the Congo 3ﬁ' is that if the

cv.don £

Americensg wait to interfere until the problem is the govermment
is so weak it's alrcady om its own one-yard line and it's already %oo
late to win,"

Another counterinsurgency expert suggested that at the

T j

iveiimmigimotn Washington level the Americens must set up "a small, elite
group™ of carecer military and civiliam leaders who would deal with this
"predictable type of war."

"Mhis means reising and training and holding x in reserve
forces to meet future guerrilla wars," according to the suggestiond of

one experte "Initially, in one country, most of this elite group

should be civilians to deol with police and intelligence miseions, but
“

if the situation deteriorates more military persomnel must be added."

iddity-of “odds are ageinst" the present American

pesturey policy and orgenizetional ability to deal with counter—subversive end
counter-guerrilla wars, "But wars have been wom against worse odds than
this," one obgerver hastily added.
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