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(Two years age this weeck, Henmry Cabot Lodge arrived in the
upside~dowm city of Saigon as the celebrated Buddhist crisis zenithed.
“fhe American Mandarin"--as he was soon labelled=~found he had no one to

W,
y present his Ambassadorial credentialss

the Foreign Minister had resignedy shaved his head like a Buddhist monk
and agitated the students for more anti-government demonstrations,

Cne yerr age this week; G@: Ambassador Haxwell D,
Taylor celebrated his 63rd birthday om August 263 it wasn't a very happy
one, The upside-down ei.ty wae 5& ruled by student mobs which

toppled momemarily‘m{military government.,
This week, Lodge presented his second set of Ambassadoriel

oredenticles this time, Viet Hem did have a ¥ Foreign Minister, but
@ Prime Minigter Nguyen Cao Ky 5 evaded the Ambassador's arrival

by touring other Asian countries.)
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SAIGON--The second era of Heary Cabot Lodge introduces the
Third Phase of the American 1&* strategy for Viet Nam, observers
here believes
f

(lore)
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This Third Phase is not in conflict with, nor & contradiction
of the strategy of £ ex-ambassador Maxwell De Taylor, Itﬂis, ingtead,
a complement to, and a completion of, the Taylor strategy.

The first phase of the Teylor strategy was the bombing of North
Viet Nam; the second phase was the introduction of American combat
troops on the ground. (In this phase, Taylor of 1965 reversed Taylor of

1961, when he advised ageinst American ground troops in Asia.)
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Under Lodge, the Taylor strategy will be completed with more
American groumd tyoops withinm the South and further escalationm in
North Vietnam, not only by expanding the bombing raids to include
Hanoi's industrial basis, but possibly in the future of clandestine

ground operationss
The @ Third Phase of the American strategy is ‘o W
L

formulate a political policy for the south Vietnamese within the southye

Lo

that will e?@ reversey! sharp deterioration caused by

vhirlwind changes of government, and more hopefully, will seize the

politicrl ivEeswbe initietive from the Communistse , N H&
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In short, Taylor decided to fight the anti-Communist war solely
on military terms--but on twe fromts, in FNorth Viot Fem aend within the

Souths I The w new Lad@s era 1s expecte d to continue--io expand,

toe escalate and o MQ"“’M:‘.& vi%teuc« simultazeously

fighting the Communist cubieesbv subveraives politically within the ®, South

and, @r preparing to overtske their "revoluiionary"® W

promises to the Vietnamese psasantrye

(sexe)
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The fate of South Viet Nam——barring negotistions with the ligrthe=
depends on whether this third phase of the stralegy succeeds or failse

To translate thls strategy into m@@ﬁl meaningiul teims for
the Victnomese peasanis and eityoéiwe.ft.l@l's dependis o0 Noskeeedo

B g
n# not solely on Lodge, but also Gdwin Ce @ Lanﬁsdale, a

£ P : -
retirved oFF U, 5. Air Force generalw-‘who became r@n

renovmned in the '50's as the kingmsker behlnd President Ramon Hagsaysay

during the Huk insurrection in the Philippines anc later as the initial
kingmeker behind Ngo Dinh Diem during his early days as President of
Vietnam in 1955

The Lodge ~Lsmém‘mlc team 1a considered an exzguisitely balanced
politieal duo~ambassadorshipe # The grasateat «%@ hidden pelitical

strensth of Lodge is sonsidered by Vietnomese observers to lie first

L1

o LMY
i J kg
T

in his on the Rerubliean Party within Americen politics and

in hia sonresintion of the Russian mentaliiy because of hig United Nations!

a@li ambagsadorshipe Hence, the Vietnamese intellectuals

6;}% conzider Lodge 2 key factor o keep America unified and %o keep

Russia neutral during the Jewimp-senihs.es
/
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Internally, within South Viet Nam, Victnemese observers

consider Laxflsdale as the key "wheeling & dealing operator® t
ER A D

Togethery the Lodge~ban&;:dale team forme a controversial

in the Saigon politic: 21 ul‘bﬂﬂl, cach stiracting totelly ¢BEFESL diverse

political foecti ons&”’ms n megnetizing the C‘@”

3upp0ru 0.; the right-wing Catholics and their welated political factions,

£z ,*"”"‘ -, o o
ALY bl »Q:Li.“:‘?):l"\‘

ge nttrocting the pro-Buddhist clements because of his Biddng

“'\‘-@‘m —,“

"""""@w

WEEh them in their Ffight against Catholie President Diem in 1963.
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While American officials define thias strategy as a policy of
initiative, most Vietnamese observers here consider it a policy of

reacticn to the overwhelming and consistent Viet Cong political and
militery offensive conducted since the fall of President Diemy wiich

occurred two months after Lodg@ ar:;:‘lve@ on his

first Ambassadorships Yth.?ghe fall of mazi, also moent the fall the
strategic hamlet program and the loss of the government control of the

Vietnamese villagers, 2s well as the fall of an intelligence ch : |

s N0
channMe countrysides

While the Lodge~Taylor-Lodge flipflop in the )ﬁﬂoshi
Ambassadorship 1ls sofrewrmidemedvezmbiraiieimey considered the completioné
of the strategic cireley, the long-tern tactical implementation within

the South hag found each key American officiel of one era nullifying

~ the 3& preceding one,;.';
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denco, Laﬁﬁwa

»the kingmaker behind

Ngo Dinh Diem, was nullifiea by Lodge in 1963, vhen Americen support

was withdrawm from the Cotholiec preosidents Lodge gave political asa

agylum in an air-conditioned room in the American Embassy to Thich

Tri Quang, the leader of the Buddhist anti-Diem political movement.
Lodge then suffered through an 89—day committee«type government

S v ___,;’“
of the first military Junta,““%ﬁﬁn”%hraw his support behind Cenexral

Neuyen Khanh who coup~ed t0 powers
%%ﬂﬁ“first Thich Tri Quang and later Ambassador Taylor nullified
Lodge, vhen studSHtdemomstr pro-Buddhist student demonstrations
; N
toppled Khanh from the Presi&en%fggfﬁugust of last year and vwhen

Taylor disagreed with hi? in Febagary of this year, Khanh left for
an announced qmbassadorshlgwﬁe';ggmgéver appointed . ﬁﬁ%f most Vietnamese
observers cmmite considered Thich Tri Quang a pro-Communist sympathizer,
or pro~neutralist agente

. This weak; 'Lodge finds the political situation similar to that of
his first aé%gﬁt appoiniment, with a g leader-less cv%;%t cormittee~type
govern%ent of the first military junta; students in Saigon expounding
anti-government-—and anti-American-~theories in scminers; demonsirations
of students and tovmspeople in the political hotbed city of Hue,

"Lodge Noe 2 has come to straighten out the mess caused during the

reign of Lodge Noe 1," one Vietnamese intell@ctual explained. "He's

o
brought Lendsdale to find the new Ngo Dinh Dieme™
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