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(The U, S. Navy is again engaged in river warfare-—for the

first time since the Aperican Civil War. This three-part report
examines America's Rice Paddy Navy in Vietnam, This second article
discusses the miniaturized anpiis amphibious operations conducted

by the¥ U, S. Mobile Riverine Force, including its Monitors of the

Mekong Delta. ).

ABOARD USS BENEWAH, SOUTH VIETNAM,

The upcoming American buildup of forces in the Mekong Delta

is considered a matter of controversy in Washington; here it is considered

a matter of fact.
Part of this American buildup-~the details of which are

L

stlllj”a331fled-1s known to include increasing the once—experimental

Ue S. Mobile Riverine Force-—the—first—joing—joint Navy-Army-river

the first American river force

since thei defeat of the Confederacy,

é??i Commissioned in September, 1966, this riverine force,

; 1.0 1

‘\ notable for its omce-in-a-centry uniqueness, is a&lso thefirst—bime

B - " //\? \
sinoe the—American—€ivil War the first joint Navy-Army river aanaggiu; i

gincev-the American Civil War. The Mobile Riverine Force has two

separats, but coordinsted componentss two "floating” battalions of the
Us 3¢ 9th Infantry Division (2000 soldiers) _and the Navy's River |
As=ault Flotilla One (1800 men),z.v

t?eir mphibiocus aq;eultq.'éﬁf%gaf é? f;!f; C};iﬁkﬁx/uxﬁux4%( 65, ‘j7§1g§




The USS Benewah is the flagship for the Navy and Army

commandg and staff sections, the "floating home" for 1,100 of thewe

#ov officers and enlisted men, and a mobile berth for more than a dozen

of the river assault boats. 3BExtxBx Besides the Benewah, the Navy

has also provided four other ships, two to serve as floating barracks,
one for repair work and one as a floating supply warehouse. Thexexskipmm

One of thek barrack ships, for example, is mmibdmm APL-2% 26, an

Ax auxiliary pero personnel lighter without self-propulsion, which

is affectionately named by its 800 imhabi residents as "the Greenm Apple."

o prta T
These ships, the only ones in the U, S. Navy painted "marine green" 2%
i T T o oo e s 7 SR P R AT A ST TS
aPe pralsed for keeping the Anmerican troops "out of th |_ir”® of %
Vied civiiians =nd for preventing economic dislocation i om
n iit L tnre 4 h ORI 1 ~h ‘.E/ commanier h
1 cmpl-X € ires is 2 mobilc base r oves from river to 1P
river noing on wh



Deepe

Mobile-—page 3

The future expansion of the Mobile Riverine Force Tests-
mmmibhmmm  is=bei has been assured by themR effectiveness of the unitxz
D 1
in-a—xi past six-month experimental period of systematic operations

in both the lMekong Delta and the Rung Sat Speic Special Zone, which

lines the ocean—-going shipping channel into Saigon. In this six-month

period, 1847 Vijet Cong have been killed compared to 184 American sallors S

and Army infantrymen., This 10 to 1 kill-ratiof is higher than any 6fﬁef

American unit in Vjetnam, During this period, the Navy's mobile base

mobdde—bune k= moved ond dropped aachor in seven different places

ez » Y
from which the Army sprang off for search~»nd-deatroy Taids,

Fifteen mojor contacts with the Viet Oon& hwve—baea-modo; more than
NLALQ

2000 enemy bunkers and fortifications hnve=¥aen destroyed. Captured

items include 450 weapons, 80,000 rounds of ammunition and 43 tons

Captured cnemy dostumsnis
documentis indicate some battered Viet Comg battalions, once 700-men
strong, have been rendered 45 per cent effective, With supplies and
morale running low, Viet Cong commanders have ordered their units

to aveid contact with the Mobile Riverine Forece, American officials,
from sSecretary of Defense Robert MeNamara down to Vietnam commandera,

are plensed with the results of the Mobile Riverine Force., A&
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'Phe tactlcal purpose of the Mobile Riverine Force is to

;‘7“;‘),, ais — (e ; o

conduc%‘ ’classmal search-and—destroy infantry operatlon, of three or four
/i
days duratlo[n duratlon, in an attempt to crush the 37,000 Viet Cong
&( PR i ;,'\A’ J/—fl, ¥
aln—fom battalions in the Mekong Delta. These Viet Cong
< and beefed-up

units, now being zepli replenished /wi ﬂ@th Vietnamese xasxw troopersj

o¥-betdalionssnd regiuenise iN0se-unETs QloernsieM in rorv-like wose

areasy generally the lowy wet ground of remote mangrove swamps or along

isolated riverss They maintained training centers for new recruits,

recreation parks for battle-~weary ones, combat hospitals built under

dense folingey sewing factories for making uniforms and even AI:K'&

filled with hair tonic and candys Well=armed and overpower ;'F;F?or

the mengcre Vietnomese govermment units; Hx the Viet Cong stroon™EtIompeh-~

caused military commanders to seek an elite American agua-borne strike

foree to cerry the wer to the Communist's flooded backyard, If these

Viet Cong hord-ha} units could be smashed, the VITT € Vietnemese covernment

troops could week out the remaining guerrillas infesting the villaggeé.
Nz

Then, the . d7-elected government in Seigon could pacify the villages,

bringing the people peace and a new standard of living by & building

schoolsy bridges, irrigntion projects and dispensaries. Y—]




The Navy, instead of supporting a traditional Io
Iwo Jima-styled operation with titantic battleships and destroyers,

Ly /7‘_{-‘)%-7}/
we s—committ
ed in the Mekong Delta gb amphibious warfare m whittled

down to a Tom Thumb scale.

"our amphibious operations are & miniature in time end
sealey™ one officer explained. "The Wavy oarries in 2 strike force
which as=~ults and searches for seversl days and then leaves, The
force decon't stay to ocoupy territory 2s mm was done in Iwo Jiymae"

The Army troops in the Delta use the szpe elansical infantry

tootics on lond, whether they ore positioned there by boats, helicopters

or truckss with troops and boats they construet = box around & pocket

-

of Wjot Cong und then attempt %o shrink the sides of the box uatil the

enemy is sou Rie Zﬁ' ;ir
. & i / /’)é’z/‘@
Howsver, without roads in the Del ta, trucks wese wesabie,

nThe-3dv3ntg?g_5f“ugingrbea$GTw—&neieadmoiuhﬂli09§$e¥a —3« from the
la- C »Bﬂ_ oty _’{J ‘( "
Army standpoint, assault boats and are more useful than hellcopters’ 29 I NG

first because helicopters ¢an not land troops in some of the mangrove

swamps, second because the boats remein with the infantry troops throughout

the operation and provide minute-to minute gmomm@n firﬁfupport, even at
—LAt 3 tzf{’:“fi?/”

close-in[near the ground

{

(Y s A e

fromfﬁbllcopters.

troops, instead



M
hei bhistory bm;learn river doctrine and to revamp its evuipment;

it sioply censul ted the Vietnomese Mavys By 2 quirk of history, the

Yietnomese saeilors became the advisors to thg worldts most powerful

g Tt 2

; frss %ﬂ'ﬂ
Novy., shortly ofter World Wer II, o e BT W

a nmber of neval lending creft ssems =2monget other war surplus goods.

The Prench modified ond armored themy; then shipped them teo Vietnen
durins the French Indo-China War nesrly two decades 2go. These armored
vessels, ocome oslled Monitors, were orgenized into Newval Assault
Divisions, similar to the American orgemization now., They were the only
taeticnl innovation the French made in condueting the uncomwventicnnl wer,
vhen the French lost the war, the flotille was turned over to tho fledging
Victnemese Hrvy, which kept them running for 4 years more by ingenuity
than an adeouvaey of spare parts. When the American advisory effort begen
in errne=t in 1962, the American sailors started to lezrn the secrets

of inlond wster var from the Vieinamese,

fi—=3
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Copying the Vijetnemese river gunboats, American noval
exports desipgned their "vest nocket navy.,” Their tosk force in miniature
consisted of bantam battleships, ocAlled HORITOrE, dwerfed destroyers,
baby flagships and the armored troop transports, Moot of the vessels
were modifications of ICM's (Lending Craft, Mechaniszed), the workhorse
of Vorld Wer II invagions, which makes the vesscls clder than the
majority of the seilors and soldiers who ride it., One World War JII
vetoran sailor explained, "You remember the pictures of Iwo Jima
with the big boats steaming in the distance and the little boats
sarrying troops from the bhig bosts to the HETGROr beaches, Well, in
the Delta we're fighting with only those little boatae.™

The gunfire of the boats in River Flotille One sgua
quadruples the opgemiz orgenic, minute-to-minute firepower of the two
infantry battalions they carry into battles The henvy gunboat of the
flotilla is o2lled the Monitor, The Civil Werk Monitor--the "cheesebox
on a raft=-would hardly compere with its smeller lottor-day version,
The original flat-decked ironclad weighed 900 tons, was 172 feet long and
ecarricd = crow of 58, The Z2Uth~century version weighs 85 tons, is
60 feet, 6 inches long and carries a crew of 11, The famed turret a
century zgo revelutionized warfare by turning ite two eleven-inch guns,
rather then hoving the entire boat me maneuveredjy the Z0th-century
version hos four turrets, containingz o +4C mm, forward canncn, & .20 mm,
comnon, © twin +50 ond one +30 calibre machineguns. An 51 mm.
morter is housed in the bowels of the boat.f

(Morxe )
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A 8w communications module reploces the Honitor's
mmxx mortor pit in the baby flagships For the armored troop carriers,
6 40-men troop compartment replaces the mortar pit and the forward gum
turret, Several troop carriers have added a small helicoptier pad, 4e
the size of two ping-pong tablesy; =bove the troop level; sailors
refer to this craft aps the smullest sireraft carrier in the worlds The
newest bont in the flotilla--built especizlly for Vietnamw-is the
Assault Support Potrol Beat (A3PB), & 50-foot dwerfed destroyer
desimed to escort the slower troop-carrieres and to provide couniere
meagures agoinet enemy mines,
Unlike the Vietnamese gumbozts, the Americarn versions heave
a grating of trigger armer--like bars cm & joil window--over the vulnerable
portions of the boat. This couses the Viet Cong =egalldl recoiless rifleg?g"’;xn =
to point=detonate heormlessly on the outside of the vessel rather than
piercing the armor and throwing pellets over the troops inside, A foure
inch xing of as;Zroi‘oam was also added 2long the waterline to absordb the
heat and pellets of Vieu Cong weaponrye Other immovations for the Mobile
artillexy
Riverine Porce includes the only mterbomw.non in the world,
which the Army 1nvanted when it haa yet to find any .ol:ld river bank on

which to driveS trmlc-towetl ba‘c eriess 5

P Wi ooy sl
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The Ravy relied hoavily on Vijetnamese experiences not oonly

in boat design, but alse in river tactics and lessons learned. In the
ited Staitesy @ =T ﬁ:ﬁe&wm lecturer taught the seilors sbout the

expected problems of the HENEY water wor, Before the American bouts
arrived in Vieinamy ihe Vielnomese 109H00C loaped the Us e Havy
their own vessels—=a sort of lend-lease in reverse. In Vietnam,
American seilors foughty lived and worked with Vietnamcse river orews
for itvo weeksy bYefore starting to operate separately.

“I got a world of informution from the Vietnomese
commander I scoomponied,™ one American officer explained. "He told
me how the Vietd Cong ambuch and where they ambuszhy how and
where they mey mine yous I leerned that sometimes tue Viet Cong
let you pass by three or m four times on the river, but they zap you the
fidth tinme. 1 lesrned to expect the unexpetied everyihope.®

Apnclb®r senior Haval conwund®r explaincd, “The American
sailors, who had never ssiled rivers in wartime, iearned from the
Vietnene e how %o make tae rivers work for them, not ageinat them, how
to handle tae bouta, learncd the seamensiip of tides and currenis, the

ways of the RETENT TETNRESWS: voterways and tae lore of the rivers."

e 3
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b (2 Malg i, T renoq By Sy £ 3 5 5 3 wd
The Mobilc Riverine Force i9 as coordimmted ns during fhe American @ivil
*v,\a’g

"like T bludes of B

W' mien wiae Army and Navy were orking to:

-

ything we do the Army is eoordizafcd and enmeshed, "
’wflCﬁﬁu&‘ﬂ@Limn.“ﬂmiwmfwmhanmymlwpgﬁxmmt

e

sa¢ NHevy would have n6 purpose without the Armye®

Or’ in the moxre o rthy lé‘n:l?:‘uf &e of o yoeung ‘“:3&!}1%‘,-11, rvhich

the soldiers call "awnbbics®s: "The Doggies (Army) are huppy ~ith the

good foad, clean shests and hot showers the Ravy supplicse And we
sailors wmtch the Army marching up te ite neck in mud and think *Thank

God, % w7e*re in the Newy',"

Yet, the Mobile Riverine Force breaks one cardinal 20th
cet century military principle——unity of command. No one =z o commander
calls the shots throughout the operations.

"The unity of command principle is completely violated," one
snerior Army officer explained. "There are two commands in this force,
There's no operational control for the whole force. mfinemAmxy e fesmm
anxopaxminzmabxoxhier xBassdxormmmm The Army plans the sceme o scheme
of maneuver for the operation and then we ask the Navy if they will support
us. So far, the Navy has always said yess I don't know what will happen

if it ever says no-—-then something has to give."




This 20th=century Army-Nevy marriage produced some of
the zanicnt mad-ventures in recent military history, vhile all
fmerican oi seilors and soldicrs spoke Bnglishy they spoke different
teohniocal dialeots, ship sdgns had to Pe~pointed in both vocsbulariocs
and terminologles defineds bYow (fromt of the shi:;;), pascageway (hall),
gelley (moss hall), souttlebutt (water fountein), overhead (oeiling),
bulkhced (well)s Incoming Army officers were given orientotion
bricfings on Naval wordroom etiquettes no discussion of women or
politics and don't sit down before the ship's & captein, Considering
itself a "gontleman's service," the Havy Qn‘leﬂy persuaded the
infantrymen to "hoﬁo dowm" the mud from their fatigues and boots
before boarding the ships, This was gar gradually extended to include
an Army officer searching the infantrymen for live ammund tion before
borrding tlfl:ms,ships, & necensity dramatised when a schook-up
startled sailor found an Aray grenade in the ship?s washing mechine,
A common complaint among the Army troopers was they could not drink
beer on the Navy ships—a traditionsl regulstion on commlasioned vessels,
An intor-cervice compromisey however, lead to a monthly beer porty
on the off-ship, non=commissioned Navy pontoons—-with the Arny soldlers
being ineued Army beer and the sailors, in a separate line, receiving

Havy-iscued boare

(More)



Humorous incidents and surprises were coften the order of the
daye Onc Haval vessel was thromn into 2 turmoil when the c¢row discovered
a cobra aboard - and it survived for two days as the Navy attcupted %o
freeze ity gos 1t and smoke it out with a fire extinguishers it least
one Army ground commander was heard to reguest over the radios "Re@uest
permission to kill a V,C, crocodile.," The replys "Permission grehted if
you can determine it's V.C." (It wemn't killed.) Soldiers begsn to
regpect skinepiercing red ants, which they reported to be "Viet Cong
indoetrinated." The Apmy troopers started carrying cigesrettes, pipes,
Biblen and maps in their helmets in order to keep them dry as they forged
swemps and sireams. Some soldiers, when rivertops covered their helmets,
learned to hold their breath and walk along the river bottom until they

roce on the other side., Non-swimmers blew up thedr rubber air mattresses

Famst

nau’ﬁaddled themgelves across the river, along with the stuad's ammundtion,

Frequently, =oldiers had to use ropes or sticks to pull thekr budidies out
of the chest-deep rice paddies; one G.I. had to be retrieved by grabbing

hold of a helicopter gkide
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(The U, S. Navy is again involved in river warfare--

for the first time since the American Civil War. This three-part

report examines America's Rice Paddy Navy in South Vietnam, This

last article describes the uﬁ?%i@&ied unparalleled patrolling operation,

-

called Game Warden, conductedxix by the crews of the "Unsinkable

\\
River Dpﬂggﬂé%}-nragons").
B i
Binh Thuy, South Vietnam

The—-remerkebly-successful operation Game W

Aperican "little boat" patrolling along the major fingers
of the Mekong River is unprecedented in the annals of U, 3. Navy Naval

history.
22
For the first time in the A

its /43 -year

history, American Naval forces are conducting inland "muddy-water"

patrolling in nose-to-nose combat with its enemy forces.
The operation, codenamed Game Warden, 1is designed

to block Viet Cong movement of men and supplies across the maaor s

P4 ,cw\,_/x! ,’ }/)é

branches of the Mekong Re River. The operation eenin.ed conducted -

/': £ - €
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conflict, during the Civil War a century ago,did not see riverpaztrolii
inland+ patrolling of such magnitude and energy. The battle of the Mississippi
River involved conventional naval tactics of overpowering Confederate

forts and-defeating-Confederate—Fferts—alo and installations along the

river banks, and once t%?% these were defeated, to control thew-die

ﬁfmdde es expanses of the river until the next fort could be over-run.

This Mississippi River operation, comparable to the tactical innovation

of the Mobile Riverine Force in Vietnam, 5?; thus conventional in natur€zs

Operation Game Warden, is, however, more counter—-insurgency in nature,

with emphasis on "un-spinning" Viet Cong supplies

from the local population.



“ A
poge 75

g The story of America's muddy water war in Vietnam begen
in 1965. vhen American ground troops marchcd into the jungled areas
nerth of seigon, the Navy was ordered to survey the problems of
operating in the riverine enviromment south of saigon--the second
battleground. Here, in the famed Mckong Delta, was a new world
for the Navy as well as for Americean ground-pounding Army troopse
But, erc was more water than ground in the Delta.
The michty Mekong River, one of the longest rivers in the world,
rises 2800 miles away along the mountain slopes of Tibet, flounders
through or between the countries of South Asia, until, in South
Vietnam, it feons out into a lacework of tributeries, estuaricsy mJ
riverlets »nd empties into the South China Sea. It forms en route
one of the richest ricebowls in the world, producing livelihood for
half of South Vietnem's population. American sailors call this
brom lifeline "the Missgissippi of South East Asiaj" the Vietnamese
call it Cuu Long--the nine~headed dragon., Waterways rather than roads
are the chief means of transports 5000 miles of navigable inland
waterways tﬁ finger through the area, compared to 1200 miles of

once-upon-a~time roads, now mostly cut, mined or excavated by the

Viet Cong.

. /:)/..\ "/ :
b .’C'/ % (More) . | .
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The Delta was a nightmare for military tacticians. Trucking
troops to battle was rarely possible. The high rice dikes hindered the
use of itx the “swimming tgk"-'-the black, squat M~11l3 armored personnel
carriers. Helicopters could ferry troops to the battlefield, but could
not provide day-and-night heavy fire support. Artillery had to be placed
on solid high ground-—often too far away to cover troops on the morch.
Even worsc, some military cemps simply floated away during the flood
times, when the snows of Tibet melted and gushed southward, American
Special Forces and their Vietnsmese counterparts had to perform drastic
engineering feats to save their base camps sprinkled throughout the
Delta, Thousands of empty oil drums w re dumped from low=flying airecraft
and the Specinl Forces built their radio shackes and barracks to float
on the bobbing containers, In some camps, the buildings floated, so
that as the water rose, so did the buildings. But, this recuired too many
oil drums. In other camps, they consiructed their buildings so that only
the floors floatedy as the water rose, the furniture, men and rats all
moved éloser and closer to the ceiling. Their morter pits and artillery
needed more stable platforms, so these were placed inside giant upright
cement oylindersy- One Green Beret team built two-story thatch homes for the
dependents of their Vietnsmese irregulars. But, beceuse Vietnamesch
babies do not wear diapers, +the families living on the first floor
became increasingly damp and angry. So, the Americans built more
houses, letting one family live on the first floor most of the year, bdut

moving them up to the second floor when the floods arrived.

(More)
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"I wvas born in the Loulsiana bayoux," one Speeial Forces
commander, & Negro cantain, told me as he stored at his trianguler
island-camp surrounded by mershland, "But I left there twelve years
ago. I had to come to Vietnam to find sziaiana again. ™

—(Z
By iﬁ;:vl?/s’f' the Navy hagy;af:%’ w % -./Zru

2 i the PBR.=— atro_ljmmmw —
. /p,,,slm <l ol o Modll Dveg Jrgon Ui o A0
The 3¥~foot fibergless boat, heavily ammed and caXrying a fo n erew,

is 2 souped=-up carbon copy o#the $16,000 cobin orvicers which have

delipghted water skiing enthusiasts in Puget Sound ond Miami Bay. DBut,
the versel costs the Navy €85,000, with twin 220-horsepower diesel
engines, ermor along the steering apparatus and speeial twin water
jet pumps, replacing a propeller which would get tangled in river
debris, Ac the American Civil War startled mavel warriors with the
advent of ironeclads, tin-clads and even cotton-clads, theAPBB
revolutionized today's muddy water Navy with two common housechold
producta: Iiberglass and styrofoam,

The fiberglass makes the boat half as heuvy and expensive
as steol = and the}sanors are delighted there is no rust to # sorape off,
The honeycombed styrofosm, commonly used for Christmes decorations,
acts as flotation incide the boats Bpth ingredients mean the boat

ia difficult to sink,

(More)
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"Here's the world's most powerful Navy fighting a war
with 3l-foot fibaérglass boais," one sailor mused, as though the fact
astonished even him., "But, I love this boat. The Viet Cong can shoot
it to shreds, but the pieces will still floate It's a gianth ping-pong
ball.™

ther sailovs frequently recalled, "In the days of
John P=ul Jones, we said the Navy wes made of wooden ships and iron
men, Taen we got iron ships and iron men, Now we've added plastic
boazi;zfd ateel ?:.2;<>ﬁL° Lo ,2?i~/J

B b et e e
The 120 PBRY 5, “like Indiens on a cloverleaf warpath,

iuted i

altapeed 24-hour patrelling along 250 miles of the four main Mekong

channels-—the Ham Luong, Co Chien, Bassac and My Tho. The

operntion is officially nomed Game Warden, but some sailors refer to
it as real=-life Terry and the Piratecse The operation was designed to
atabilize the four major fingers of the & Hekong, to erase Viet Cong

tax collection and smuggling of war goods and to re-establish Vieinamese

government conirols , 3 = ; -
3 { & Vg/é

the Gome Varden crews have inspected 250,408 watercraft,

of operation,

detained 9,460 perasons for improper identifioation} ‘I;; Vieist Cong

have suffercd 1,226 boats destroyed or captured, 1254 guerrillas
killed and 308 fortifications afffite damaged or destroyeds

(More)



Initially, the Navy crews suffered mautical headaches
galore. Vict Cong river barricades, made of coconut tree logs and
mud, had to be B blown upe The crews inherited old Prench charts

- 4LaT
and Army cround maps, neither of which showed sendbards

could mysteriously eppesr in the middle of the main charmel one day
but be gone the next, One officer grounded his boat=="there =g enough
land on 21l sides of the vessel to play football"=--one enlisted man
laugheds the boat had to wait ten hours for the tide to carry it out

againe WYany of the smaller streams of the Mekong had neverg been

charted, or even named. S0 M Juliet Cannl, Route

: . A 2. /0"
66y Highway 101, Purple Heart Alley opd Mel=a¥a Five)were plolie

7
on offiecial charts, nemed after major firefights, humorous

incidents, radio oall signs or the first patrol officer to transit

the astr ﬂ":.(

e BN oY . P ¥
% imczigors dn Jietnan,often upe e Vigln Rt eFPIo 100 o RS 185,
In this case, Islend No, 10 is the nicknome of Dung Island at tue
mouth of the Bassac River, vhere the PBR's have had numerous firefights
with the Viet Conge The nicknome is umrelated to the mmericen Civil
war island-battleground of the came name, which was a key Confederate
defense in the Missiseippi River. After weeks of siege and bombardment,
Island Noe 10 feil on April T, ]%fa, and lesd to the f£211 of Wew QOrlecans
18 days leter. The Mississippi River has since washed Island Noe 10

into oblivion.) :
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At first, tmietnmnase river pecple were terrified of the
PBR'sy calling them "Little Green Monsters," or the "River Dragon."
Intelligence informotion glan gleaned from the people was scarce. But
the 1500 sailors, who proudly wear the black berets, had been taught
two weeks of Vietnomese language before lesving the United States.
Graduslly, *they struck up "howts the fishing" convercations with
the river villogerss

"We started handing out little plastic buckets painted
in the yellow-and-red Vietnamese govermment colors,™ EN2 Charles
Cox, r.y of Los Angeles_xecz,*lled. "Each bucket contained soap,
tvm towels, fich hooks,’ needles, thread end aspirins. S@en Suddenly,
the sampons came running up and down thc river swerming all over to &
get the buckets.®
EN2 Qox, a 42—year—oly veteran of World War II and Korea,
explained, "Soon we were making friends on the rivers I could pick
the doy the old gray-becrded farmer from the island would be going
to market, In four monthz, we knew most of the water taxi drivers
on the river., I remember one guy we kept asking if he'd seen any Ve Co}
we know his neighborhood was loaded with them, but he'd say nothings
Theny, omne daoy he took his wife to the hospital with grenade fragments
sprayed over her backs The V. C, had stored a hend grenade in their
gorden and as hig wife was hoeing, the grenade exploded. Not only did
it injury his wife--but the V. C, wanted to charge him 700 piasires

(87) for the grenade. He was furious and after that, he started to tell

us alot."
(More)
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e the FBR'sz were often the only contaect with the outside

world for many river hamletsy; the sailers begen taking flares, grenades

and ammo to the isclated outposts and tc rush to their resoue when undr
under Viet Cong attecke. (A faverite Communiest ttactic wes not only to
stonp a defented outpost into the ground, but alsc to add incsult to
injury by digging up the outpost and dumpling the dirt into the

rivery, lcaving only a water-filled orster. Sometimes the Viet Cong
would siring the heads of government soldiers on the barbed wire
perimeter in full view of all boatepagsers.) Then, the river

peopie begen to ask the PBR's for medical evooustions (onme baby wes
born onm one boet) and the snilors started to transport a medical
corpsnaen to zhe/§illages. Phey slse -supplied blackboards, books

and cement Tor schools thot had fallen into disvepair, Some "“adopted™
children in outposts, giving them dolls sent by femilies in the

United Statese Children with heirlipe were sent to Americen

plastic surgeons and were mended. C-rations (czlled Sea=Rats by the
soileors) ere liberally dietributed o mal=-nourished fishermen,

Within months, +the PBR's had made friends along the Mekong.

(uore)
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Systematically, the combat sailors, aided by Vietnamese
policemen, begen searching fer Viet Cong contraband snd smuggled war
metericlse Under the false floor boards of sampans, they found weaponsa
end lorec ouentities of rice. (One ssilor also found a shark)es Under
the U=sheped, palm—leaf roofe of 3%Es sampons they found riflcs. One
woman wos found PEEPrL steering a barge=-ful of 1000 nuoc mam jarss
975 were filled with the evil=smelling fish sauses 25 comicined
agsorted antibiotic;aa Othexr modicines were found in babicgs' diapers
or inside loaves of bread. Hand gremndes in waterproofed sacks were
found attached to the underside of bargess the sailors began using
effective metonl detectorses They reguesied a Vietnamese police=-woman
to accompony them to search the & female possengers, vho hid
medicines in their blouses. Viet Cong tax receipts, resding, "Your
money i~ helping to kill Americane," were found in yo ) /?}”353:5—7—'
coloring bookse 7The & sailors destroyed and diaproved\'mgns

along the river benks rending, "The Viet Cong eross the river here

and the patrcl boats con not stop use™

(More )
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Each bloody firefight with the Viet Cong gradually shrank
the eoffers of Communist tax collectors, Along the Ham Luong River.
villagers no longer had tagla pag¥ 2 100,000=pdmic piastves ($1000) in
Viet Cong taxes, but as one sailor observed, "we had a firefight
every dey_jgm for four months to stop that." 1In appreciation, the
river people begen to stop the PBR's and give the sailors bananas,
pineapples and other gaedic tropical fruit, MNotorized sampan ownelrs
wrote the U, 5, Naval commander a letter saying, "Since the day the
PBR's arrived on the Hom Luong river River, the heartless V. C,
actions were put to an end, For exemple, before the PBR's arrived,
the owner of the Hung Phat motorized sampan was capiured and Tivultoe
liquidated by the V., C, and a number of other owmers were forced to
witners the execution, Now these admeedie atrocities have ceased.”

Firefights between PBR's and Viet Cong hidden on the
river banks were common; often, initially, one occured every hour,
Duriﬁgigqig—month periody, one sailor ;§3/589 firefights. Last year the
boat erews suffered 23 per cent casualtiesy some sailors were wounded
three times, but refused to leave the war zone as they could have, In the
trees, the Viet Cong hung claymore mines, which splatterad;§% the
erews with king-size shotgun pellets. One reeedll recoiless rifle round
sinarely hit one boat in the engine, killing two cmem crew members and &

flipping the remaining two into the air, Intelligence reports indicate
the two londed in the water, swam ashore and were captured by the Viet

con?f/ whe paraded them arcund the remote villaces like catiles

(More )
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EN2 Cox, who has extended in Vietnam to scrve 18 months,
explained the increasing measure of success of the black~beret sailors:
“When our patrols first started in 1966, the Viet Cong had
wide open control of the mein rivers, At first they would fight us from
their sompans, bub they soon found the PBE's could rum and shoot faster,
Then they started to signal across the rivers with lights when the PE¥:s
PBR's weren't around, but we picked up the movement on our rader, After
that, they moved in & security compony on cach side of the river to
protect their crossings and to divert the PBR's attention with a
firefighte That also failed, Now they just smeak aoross in one or
two sampons and move like the underground railroad did in the Civil
Wer, That's the stage things are now, We're just patrolmen on & highway,"
During the past 18 months, the boat captained by EN2 Cox,

a husky Negro, took 60 hits——a ne r-record in the Bolja. He captained
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is more and more American troops enter Vietnam's Delte
war, they will follow the river-borne concept laid dowm by Americal's
Rice Paddy Navys This mini-Nevy, &l the wqua"s gentic

Lo I SR,
nugloer=povered ships, has slready proved wonshy of the words written

by President Lineoln during &% river wars
nor must Uncle Sem's web feet be forgoiten, At 2ll the

waiery morgins they have been presents Not only on the deepft 5oy
the broad bay, the rapid river, but also up the narvow muddy bayou, and

sherever the ground was & 1ittle domp, they have been znd made their

trackse™ \ ~30= ANE
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