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5ATGON~~gince the American bombing reids ageinst North Vietnam wore
ipitioted two years ago this week, Communist strength within South Vietnam
has continued to gkywecket—and is oxpected to spe soer as drametically in 1967

wIf the objeotive of bombing Nerth Vietnam was to slow down tho
rate of North Vietnemese infiltretion into South Vietnam, then this has sm
gertainly failed," one high-renking source explained this woeke

Tho drematic jnorase in the rate of infiltrotion from North Victnam—-
an invicible invasion—-indicates that more and more of tho Comnunist military
manpower is supplied by North Vietnam rather than local recruitment in South
Vietname '

These are the official intelligence esa*;imatem in corly 1965, before
the bombing of Nrth Vietnom, the rate of infiltration s entimated at 3,000
a months following the bombing on Pebruary 7, the estimete immediately
jumped to 4,000 a2 monthy two yoors after the initial bombing tho estimates
had sonred to & minimum of 10,000 & month=-a threefold inoreases In
contrant the Communiot militery recruitment within South Vietnam hasrennined
relotively constanty at the time of the bombing raids ageinst North Vietnam
the cstimote by intelligence sourcen was 3,000 a monthj today, two years loter,
the estimrte was botwoen 3,500 t0 4,000 rooruits a monthe
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In round numbers, the Communictm strength on Februery T, 1965, wvhen
the bc:mhing roido begany was officially eotimated at 117,000, Todey, two
yeors loter, the est mate is ot loast 280,000--an imprease of moerly 240
pescent, Ag@i Amorican military sources say that obviously move Americen
end ollied troops vwill be necded to maintain o favorsble balance of forces.

Fop more worricome t0 American militery commenders, however, is the
staggoring 48#n inoroase in the Communict order of battle.

On Fobrusxy Ty 1965, there vere no known Communioct division headquarters
in South Vietnomg today, +two years later, there are nine--seven rredeminontly

of lorth Vietnsmese origin ond twe rocruited in South Vietnam, A tonth is

coneddored by intelligence sources of being under ti0 formation=—on tho

smm doorstops of Seigon eitye Im 1967, it is officielly entimated thot
ot lonst 12 Communiot division hoadouartors will fighting in South Viotnom,
In addition, two years agoy, the Communists mainteinod £ive knowm

sutonomous rogimentsy today, they have fortys they are expectod 'bo olimb
to at lenst mm fifty by tho end of 1967, Tro yeors agoe, the Communist had

formed roughly f£ifty sutonomous mobile battalionsy they cwrrent confirmed
figure 1o 1805 by the end of 1967, the Communists ore expected to have

orgenicod 215

Bouolly cignificent io the dramotic inorease of tho Commundot
heevy wonpons battelions=——which shoot down Americen plomes end helicoptors and
mortar ntrotogic airfields in South Vietnam, On February Ty 1965, odx Communist
hesvy wearons battalions had been officinlly confimmed in intelligonce courcosj

today, o two years later, the number was gonfirmed to be 70§ the emtimate by

the ond of 1967 is nenrly double=—to 1335 (ore)
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Despite heavy Communist casunlties inflicted by /American and alliecd
tgbp troops, the Commmist strengthy as officlally estimated continucs
$0 oscaloto. In 1965=66, 94,000 Communists were officially listed as killedp
3 16,000 vore captuved, 31,000 defected to the govermment side=ma mimimel
totel of 141,000 confizmed losses, Yet they have still shown a not incroase
of at lonnt 163,000 men during the past two yoarce

The Communist coscelation has aleo showm in up in improvements in their
nrmsy cupplies end equipment, Fommmbim  Several yoors ago,y ma&om ceptured
from the Viet Cong guerrillas Wero meinly outmoded Fremch riflea,/ Amoriceon
woaponsy only two percent were from Communist bloc countricsms Today, allied
foroes aro orpturing more and more CHe Czeck end Communist Chinece mm
machineguns, mmmaoh;mgmémd viflos of the so-called SKZ fomily of weapono——
the weapons nNoOw u%ﬁi to ecuip the Soviet frontline divisionse. Since the
American bombing of Nerth Vietnam two years agoy allied forces have captured
104000 Communi ot woepons—~cnough to equip neaerly throe Communiat divicions.
Yet, for the first time in the war, the Communists are now able o launch
nortar barrages mk using as meny as 500 rounds of ammunitionj during 1967,
imericon field commonders expect the mext round of esonlation in weaponry to

irclude the use of Communict artillery.
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In gencraly while the over~all military situvetion during 1907 appeers
honded for the bittercst and bloodiest fighting to date in the wer, tho
militory pioture frem the Commumict viewpoint is not quite ae fovorable as in
late 1964, whem at tho peek of their =% relotive strengths thoy wore well on thel
way to sodzing power in South Vietneme In lotef 1964, before the orrival
of mmerisen cround troopss the Vietnamese goverament atrategic rescrve hod
been nibbled amags during fierce emgngements, the sSouth Vietnomene govornment
forces were untble %0 send in relief troops even to pick up their own dead.
veatorn businessmen openly predicted they would wake up some morning "to see the
Viet Cong flag flying over Saigong™  oome weaterh novenen bogon sending out
of country their porsonal belengingsy the Vietnonene paratroopers hod prepared
meps for the evacuation of Salgons The build-up of Amoriceon forces boginning
in Mozoh, 1965, halted this systematic advenco of the Viet Cong, ref
reinforced ~ith organized battelions from Nerth Vietnoms During loto 3.964,
the Communists were in their final Third Phose of @wmna wopfaros c#sw

two yeors lotor whem neorly 400,000 American troops T e ity

ned feiled to de-csoalate them back into Phase Two, relithble sources reports
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Throughout 1965 and moat of 1966, the Communist deliberately==ond

sucecasfully--for the most part laid low vhile Ameriocen combat units cought to
mcke contrct with thems The few bloody, spoctaculor, too-to~toe a@e
engagementa were the exception rathor than the rule, Simultaneously, the
Communict studied American militery tectics and beogan to counter as well as to
dirt them, vhilo the) continued to import and reoruit in-country emough
cm;mni at fighters %o ro-cnteblish the halance of forces thoy had indtially
lost «ith the ‘merican build-up.

By mid=1966, North Victnamece Prosident Ho Chi Minh anmounced on July
17¢hf the portisl mobilization of all eivilian and militurym elomenis in North
Vietnom, nnd three months 1 ter, one Qotober 27th, <he prosidium of the
EHox National Iiberetion Front for South Vietnam appealed to all the peopo,
godrons ond solddors to launch a totel campeign, called the fall-spring
cemprign, in order to implement thoir “ar of &EBED sttrition snd fo inflict
enough crsusltics on the American ond allied trocps to "breck the imperinlists
will of agerocnicne”

In this appealy the presidium dofimed their sirntegy during the foll-

oprin offensive, which ende in Aprily 19672

(More)



Deope
serice-—-nriicle five of five-article neries

poge 6

1. The Vit Cong-North Vietnemoso medn foroos to #emmeh sesveh out
end ongage fmerican~nllied mein forces £ER by using mobile nrfare tnotics.
7s The Viet Cong rogiomal (provineial) mobile umits to assemble

deeply into the arcos contested doth by the govermment and the Viet Cong ¥

or in the roverrment-controlled arvcos %o attock the fmerdcon snd allied forces

ond installationos r
e The Gommunrist guerrilla foroes to etteck Vietramene povernment

pocificotion progrems, whish are sorcemed b /imericon unlts, ad ond to

carry cabotnge ngainet roeds, rivers, bridges and allied installntions,

The politicsl, ccomcmis, culturel ond finenoiol Communict cadres 1ivin

4e
in the rovermment-controlled ercos, perticularly the oities, to induoe Vioterme:
the Vietnomone populationy srmy and governmont officinls to robel exx agoinst
or to poralysze the Vietnamece govermment of § Prime Minister Hge Nguyen Coo Kye
On thﬁ%"émueaa or failure of the Ccomunist campaign scheduled to
end in fpril of@hm yooy may well rent the k@y dpadew -Bpposs assescment @

of whothep v
by MHoricon é end Victnamese pdd ropie. policymnkors beliove the 2llied

forcen cnn An this agonizing, vhich-way wale
3O
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