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SAIGON, AUGUST 14~-Despite official predictions of another Communist
offenzive, the Johnsom Administration is known to be olosely eyeballing and
carefully wie weighing other altemate interpretations of the current

militery lull in South Vietname

By '
(Al Rl

Informed sources report that one of the explielity
mmennounced missions assigned to General Leonard P, Chapnion, Jrey,
commandont of the U. Se Marine Corps, during his recent vieit to Vietnam
was to ettempt to eppreise personally the "significence of the ground

lull in Vietname"
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Pxesident Lyndon Johnsm end senior Administratioi officials ha:m
AP wvﬁ 'g At A!Z?«

publiecly interprate& the significance of the ground lull as simp&yfw
the Communiste time to re-wind for another militery assault on Vietnamese

urben centers. 3
But, other assessments are being made haré : !a informed politicel
cireles.. These assessments indicate that North Vietnam still maintaine
o high degree of flexibility of mudmsmm potentisl actions. :
"Me Commmists car exercise & series of options and none of the
indicators are conclusive to show which one Hamoi is pushing for," one

aeiEan-F knovledgeable source explaineds
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"Hanoi still holds a sewies of options and various combinations of
options,?" " he conbinueds "Itte l}mﬁ % at thie point to say whet is
mos® likolye The indicators for a military atleck ave formidabley Put.
theu,y hawa m@mm frecion of estiom to move im other ways."

:"s}ﬁg@awa politieal observers hore believe Hanoi has probebly
doclded the ‘mericen Prosidontiel elections do not offer a progpect for &
mejor chengo in ‘merican forelgn policy or & totally new epproach from
the Johnson Administration in settling the Vietnam ware Howover, many
senior Vietnamese goveramont officials are knowa to believe the
- dates of the

Neorth Vietnamese »o will use the Ameri Detn Democratic Conventlon

gino tho Anori Det
lote thls month or the Now November Presidential eleotion as

-l :
tining for anothor major th militery thruste
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Enowledgeable sources here believe tho extreme options svallaeble
to Homodl vange from o major militery offensive ow the ono hend %o the
othor slternative of not attecking end meking explioit that the curvent
erouwnd 1ull is = doliberate~if not pormancni--gotion of Mmlatim
and serious restreints This broad spectrum of options hence m m
m predoninent enphesis on military actiomn Yo the othm mma of

heavy emphasis on political sotion in the imternatiomal m as well

a8 internallye
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In betwoon these two extremes axise a series of other options
consisting of muzky mixes and sombinations of militery ond political
petione of veried intemsities, spoeds and formee

0p the two extveme optioms, the bull of the official American
judgment here end ﬁw bulke of the mmtn@mg evidenge suggests another
militery W i':' ’% indicntions ax ‘¢hat Hanod is not going to
msm and «mx pmamzm thodr e S nildtery 1ull as do~escalationy
one informed souree mkaimﬁ. “ﬁw& tkiss is still one optiom vhich Hanol

Re oz P= D,

has not yot loats®
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Some noutzralist diplomats hore with a@88k essoes to Hanoi's
gtated intontions BEVL belleve 4 Horta Vietnnn has elready showmn deliberate
restreint by subduing the military actions % in the South. Buty in
South Vietnan, Henol's wordo are aat:ill taken wAth an enommous degree
of Bittor épo deoptioiam, iIf not disduine Apevicans ond Vietnamese
alike % remember too well the ﬁngu@ end mogmitule of tho Communist
Tet offengive vhon the Viet Ga:% ofﬁeialw deoloved a xmilmax*@l LU G-
end then used the holddays as 2 $imo %i’f leusoia an offensives Fow
perama outgide South Vietnam cen prebally zpyrmmte the tweumotio
shock m&%aﬁ hore hy' the Tet a‘&:‘mo}‘ag it 1¢ on @m%:tcmal remtiw

TR et Mw”

of bitterncss ond WP engilsh WL will 0% soon Do forgotten b’?

R

seoTRTE RERE AT w1 prcba‘bly romain; oven in

“Thotor 4in Paris @ a factor detrachiny
inhibiting o moves towerds mutual trugt betweon the Allios and the

Commund atas

=apnore reutewy
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Wiﬂm; mutm sources here have sald they traditionall;
:?ZK situntions on the hms of “enomy capobilities" instesd of seconds=
guessing "enemy intentions.” These officiels paintain the Commumists

ospabiiity of lauwnching some kind of

still maintedn the military edpall
militery sotion in Seigon, despite relatively heevy odfew casualties theliré
wnite have ik teken in the oUSELF outekirts recently wi as well os
significent losses of cached suppliese Many of the cther V4 etnomese

urban centers, nainly lcolated provineisl and diatriot oapltoley haove

long been considered vilSr vuluersble to enemy ground attacks and a aumber
them heve beem regularly, salthough relatively lightly subjected .

M g

%o Tooent Commmist rocketing end mortar ettacks, ) often eallod "horraasifiy by

five." ;
‘ S o gy o
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There 1s official, but sketohy intelligenne information now arriving
in Saigon indiosting that some Commmnist unite have bheen attm;;tmg to pisree
the Salgon perimeter since earl) thias month--but have bean ‘&um; ;aw;a:
by aggressive Allied aotionse One of these casss if %he Int Viet Cong
Regiment, operating north of Sailgon in Communist subedivision 4¢ I% had
been ordered to move towards sumon en August 1y bBus wos wnsuccessful
beecause of

A more recent example was the 506th battalion of Long an province,
so@%h. directly south of Ssigon, vhich wes moving towards the capital
last weekends DBut, om August 12, the Us Se Army 9th Infentry niv:laim
engaged ﬂm the* 'battal&m in 2 bimker?lme for a battle of nenrly & haur *
durations = Sw four Uommunisis and lﬁ"ﬁemericma were killed in that

!“5 imﬁ was officially ennounced ym&w The Commmnint
deputy battelion commander was also reportedly captured; hig interrogation
might shed some light om future Commmist plang,

==more reuter
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Osher ceptured documents, prisoners and defections also indicates in
pome deteil that*mw Communist unite around Seigon are preparing
to meke & push“Rsush details inolude how muwoh enmmition and rice the
Communist troops should carry into the attack, how many platoons from
other specisl units=—such as anti-pirevaft teams——are to join them at
specific pointss Some doouments also carry detailed battle plans
of how the Communist units are to mencuver when they attack their

designated targetse
i s=more reuter
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n00e - ﬁ clgar-out evidence of isolated wnit movemenis does not

“sonfivm the intention of Conmmist strategists to mount 8 massive,
coordinoted offenaives ﬁwh a:r t*he probxm involves interprotation of

o

intelligence informationy, W wiaing mswzm aomas, phxa

projecting specific details into an~over

"ﬁa Ggmnmia%f
Agide from these two asta, the Communist optlons at this time

R

31 bettle plan,

ore considered here by knowledgoable sources %o inolude the followings

samore Fouter
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1. Estebliching @ "conlition" & betwoen the Netiomal Liberation
Front ond the Allience for NEEEGHn Nationel, Democratic and Pocce Forces;
enhanoe the Commmist bw@am position in Paris

Thie would be dosigned o
M
during the present phouse of the bilateral talks, or parﬁagm evolve inte

theiy politicel stence in o BEGHIE: P HERIETERES future phase ‘of the ¢ conTRTRE

conferonse involving more Astions end eleuentss Tis effert could @@ be
used to dovetoil with the Commundst nmove in e sountryside of the Seuth
%0 attempt to establish npavolutionary committees or eouneils” to funotion
as a Cormunist edministral im mm@es aszsi awle‘&m

M.

Informod sources hore noilo a mvdngf imarwgm ‘y
w botwoen the Fational

Liberation mw ‘and tha ‘@ a1lozed Qommunist-cronted Alliance im
Commmist rodio broadeasts ond @isoussions fren Pavice Froo this ventage
point, however, the inter-pley seems g0 ODSOUTC 28 to dofy ony comspote

 interprotationes
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2. Ia:wlavel militery attocks on some quarters with some political
moves %o ﬁ‘m up dissatisfactions with the present South Vietnsmese governments

s the Communists can simply continue, or acselerate,

Or siuply oon
their present pattemm of terrorism, €65 50 sabotage and kidneppings, as a
nmmuniet fobrie of the

k “%mw'
glov-mbption moons of attempting to shred the £4

DT

society end governments

3¢ Al80y o&iﬁ“ continue thoir present % course of attempting
S0 oreats divisions SEEREE ﬁw Vietnomose non-Communists, in one
instance,; ond botween the W’h current Vietmemese government emd the
Amorican officialdom in another instances Any weskening of imerican
support in the present supd political clim%e, on :.m u@t af mm

stops towards pence, would se¥v probably mmcauyfmm the W@wnmiat

cause here, IgHto Many observers here believe there m}a si@utoam

number of stresces and strains among the Vietnamose nationalist groupinge~—

and between the ‘*fiamamam mmmmt md Amsrigm officialdon horo=ethat
Mg T -

the Commmiata m a‘iﬂa to mlo&t zha situatian wtmm ox develop

new divisgions with ecasoe
=mond reuter
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