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rovisit 1 (normass/deepe)

KiE 3aNl, s0UTH VIETNAN, OCTOREER 10~-Defore tho imorican Merines
re~visited this onco~bosicged combat base, the North Victnmaf jrmy wae
uging the greater Khe Sanh arce for movement of men and suppliesy official
sources renorte

In addition, young Marine snipers; wvho ra consistently romm the
surromnding hills armed with bincculoar=gtyled suniper-scopes ond
power-scopes, hove reported seeing Comrmmist helicopters land on the
old Ehe Senh airstripes One young mmiper related WS to this corwespondent
that he had seen s (ommunist helicopter land there but "the colonel told
me just to shut up about ite™

Senior Marine officers, however, deny tx that any Conmunist
helicopters hove £lom mouth of the demiliterised sone-including londing
at the Khe Sonh nirsteip. Some officers pestulated that somo uwmidentifiod
heliconters might belong to the Mmerican and Vietnamese “pl "pp “spooking®
operellions, Giveoted by the Us Se Contral Imtelligence /geney, and in the
words of onc senior oificer, "ihese puys never tell us where they*re going

and whet they're doings"
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Some Mavine helicopter pilots, howover, acoept the report of the
young mmipors thot Commmist helicopters heve landed at khe Senhe JAnd,y
ono iroy helicopier gave this correspunient a two tweniy-minute play=by=pley
on the U1¢ (unidentiiied fiying object) ha he had personally vilnessed
fiying oves the lerine base at Dong lae “At first my co=pl pilot and I
thought it was e falling stary" he expininede "It was going just thet faste
Buty then it stopped and hovered ovex dong He and then it startea fliying
bodkwaras ond finally it started elavatﬂ?%i like a rocket and & soumed aveye
Is all we Could soe was e white misty object with two green lights on ite
My guaners wore ‘scered to death and radiced *lot's got out of here®s
I reddvo radiced all the contveol towers in the area, but now one clsc ever

spoited ite I mever believed in tilw UF0 storics befove, but 1 do nowe™
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North Vietnomose troops setually stood on the alrstrip, abandencd by ¥
;j_, .‘i .,“lt.;»,

the Marincg 92 days before—and were Bql in the area where metsl reveiments,
shaped like threoe+ sides of are raotangle-;;—-once protected Marine alrcrafld
from Communist shellingse  Other Marine sources said the Communist troovers

) Heawls J Prn

had pulled up)some of=ke strips of the plerced steel plarking—the strips

are the size of pIZ@l pingpong tables—from the Khe Senh runway, probably

to be used as bunkering materisle.
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In recent weeksy Jjust before the Merincs terpire terporordly noved
beolk into old the sh chandomed combat bess, "mumerous sifings” were
mede in the e Sonh hills of Nerth Vietnamose scldiers wearing
nﬁ Batmen=st7lod copes mede of Americen G mottled green camcuflaged
parashutese. WHost of thess Communlst seldiers a%%ﬂ‘a sppeared to be
searching for feod={ommunist prisomers and defecteors eay the
HVA are short of Toody but not of anmmition and wesponse If
obuerved by aiveraft, e Derth Viey Vietnomese soldiors would pull
the onpe of emmouflage pavechute over himself to disgudse himeeld
as a bush cr og one of the hundres hundrods of othex parsehutes that
dot the hillsce
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During their 92 day physical abseme from Khe Sanh, the Marines
Lod kept the geesde surrounding hillsides and lonesome airstrip under
constant surveillance, with many kinds of air o'l;sez'vation, including
sirborne side-lodking radar, long~range recomnaissance patrols on the
ground, color pholographic missions, a@e intelligence agents among the
digpers¢d tribal populations and sitings irom Harine oulmasts hilltop
outposts waich survey tne Khe Sanh valleys The current Marine re-visit
&7 %Yo Khe Sanh of an infantry compeny and artillery unit is nothing more
shan & ro=visit-——ithe Marines are not going to stay long enough Mo
set up e poraanent vase Cuéupe
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Tarough the northwost passage leading froan Loos %o the Fhe Sanh arcag
the Ggmmunists have upgeaded tholr $rail notworks inte singiewland rondoe
BQ“W’V tr'sz*l.o hos been obgerved on thoso roads=by trucikia, notorbilten, by io
fous fiﬁr midiors and WA ISR Hontagnard porters of the Irm A3 Ty
i even Xg clophants and water buifaloes aro sonsiderod hy intellisence
sources to be used as pock snimals for carrying supplies. The Hawines
have yet to aﬁﬁﬁﬁ spot an éoctual olephant sergvent heuling ing'
supplice~but they have found elcphont hoof-prints and droppings of wastce
Me Commmista hed alse been moving traffic along the Auaty branch
of Route 9, ruming west of Khe Ssnh into Lnoce mmerican Horine ground
unite are now sweing this bronch of Boute 9 near the L§ Leotien homder.

Aes the HNMerines began opecmﬁng m force ammd Sank late last

weel, MHdor Americon aiverafd apotbed o txwznkload of Commmist troops moving

b*s% inte South Victnem from Leos by mtd rosd em
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(Hanks Thanks for your cable and letters. Will attempt to snswer your
1648 letter this week ende I'11 de-escalate my £ilings I have a solid day
of interviewing tomorrow and probably will not file. A4 this point, I'm
also inclined to ignore the Coup copy-~the wires have run 2ll the facts that
are now available; frankly it looks more to me like e premeditated purge of
soff¥ havks rather than & true coup attempte !’ There were not unusual troop
movements, which is the key thing for a coupe

I suggest we try to do & major E series at the end of the month, ~.
using one~year unq,gr President Thieu as the focus. October 31 is his

.r".”f’;_",‘;.._— .

firat—yew of his insugurstion, and include this imxs coup stuff in o

more compreiencible perspective—-unless it becomes more dramatic and less
obscure then it is nove-, I think I should remsin in Saigon until after
the election. 'and we can woik on thise while doing soe Thot do you think
of the series idea? Our best to Beb—-will try to get her wﬁtten too,

SBl L150, several correspondents here have gotten cables that
o0 expect bombing ovz:em ceage in two maks. What

do you hear? If pro Ery, probable, what about working out a format

division of labor format between Washington and Saigon coverage. I cont't

glve a gtatistical wrepup or any of the politics of the bombings but I could
with edvence notice do a fairly good color story om the drems of the bombing

raids. What do you thinky BRegards Bev).
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