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. Deepe

One of the most effective arcas of U.p« aid is amonz the
Yeo peaple s who live in the hille which fringe the.

 gtrateglc Plaine Des Jarres.

The lMeo , who cameto Laos ariginally from‘Waatern
Mongolia, are & proud, inﬁ@panéenx race, Very Jealeus of their 5.3

iﬂentity Many of the Meo people in the provinces of

Xieng Khauang aaﬁ.NamiTha became deeply involved in the

civil war on the side af the PraéWastarn forcas of General.
VPhaumﬁ.Nasavan, as the Pathet Laa, and to some extent General

gKong Le'e nenzraliata, bagan to apreaﬁ out cver th@ traﬁitianal

-mf  Mea»lanﬁs.

L The Meas, hardy and agile hillmen, are a farmiﬁabla .
'military force, partiaularly when operating as guerillam, ana
they more than any other sector of the anti~00mmunist forces

in Laos havm made expension difficult for the Pathet Lao.

The nature of war has caused ths Meo to withdraw into
remote areas where they can easily defend themselves, ‘and

this has msant that many thousends af_theaa tribesmen and
‘their families have to be fed, |
In the eyes of the West, the leo are living in their
traditional lands and &efanﬂﬂng their way of lifee In the
- eyes of the Communists, they are armed bandits who live in th'
whet the Pathet Lao eall the "liberated zone." :
2lthough the Meo are the mnst numerous of the Laotian
peoples involved in thie situation, there are other tribes
. affected; pérticularly in the prdvince'of Luang Prabang.
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xTo keep faith with the Eaa;and cther tribes, the U,S‘

Lt airdropping sr«frsighting abaut 1,530 tons of reliaf

supplies evury m&nth ta the remnte areas uhere these peaple
have g&thared. Thase aupplias are, in the main, focd, medical
aUpplie€, elathing and a few emall 1uxurtaa. o
Cormunist minds
Thare is littla doubt in

S R B e v‘%. he‘&’lev&r, that

"tha‘n.g‘ is also suppling arms and smmunition to the Meo to
_>enable them to kaep themselVes pxepared to resist aggresstmn
].rrom ‘the ?athat Laoe 7

Mhis haa been foicially denied by the Wi Embasay

in Laos, which has alsa rejected Pathet Lac charges

that the principal air supprly contract&r, Air America Inn¢,

.is a ”paramilitary erganisation.

&n afficial statamant by the UeSe Ambaaaadar to. Laoa,
Leonard Unger, atatea;*Thia is.a questian of axmple, huran neeﬁ.

. Most of tha p&ople invalved in the refugee aid

’pragramme of thn‘UgSnﬁara “gthnie minnritiea. ﬁlthuuah

statiatics ere difficult in baekward, undernﬁevclope& Lacs,

the UdSs astimams it m feeding and supplying about 70, QOO
,Mea paople, abaut 50,000 LaauThauang tribeamen, about

186, 000 ethnic lao. and perhaps 5,000 membere of ather ethnic
group s ‘ : b
Thé'mast aignificanx group, however, are tha lieCe “
The Meo,peaple number about 200,000 1n Laos. There are

also groups of these paople 1n,Thailand, Eurma,communist Ghinaf_v

and North Vietnam. o
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Deepe
Nearly 21l Neo wear one or twe silver necklaees, made

by Meo silvergmitha. Their elothing varies from clan to
elan but is always caleurful, ﬂha man wear & eloth cap with

a reé ‘tassel, Jackmts with blue 1in1ngs anﬁ a red sash is

worn around the waist. )

The women af ene maéar alan wnar whxia skirts or .
treuaers, but in ganaral, the women wear dark eoleured aaranga,

gay pastel aashes, colurful arnamentatian on badice and skirt

'anﬁ manyuhu@d head&reases.

The hea regigicn is a mixture of animiem enﬁ anceator

W@?Shipo

This is the time of the New Year featival, the,greateat

festival in Neo life, and & time for drinking and revelry,
\bu11~fighta and haraewracing, aourtship and laVaw making,

For many leo, however, the deteriorating situation on the
Plaine des Jarres is restricting their part in the,fastivitiaa.

A8 Pathét Lao and dissident neutralist forces haye hacked
territory away from neutralist General Eong Le, the lieo havu
ranged themselves around th@ foothills of tha mountain range
which fringes the Plaine, ready to move %£ forwarﬁ if the
military situgtiun becomes dangereum to them.

Meanwhile; Adr America snd other cantréctars have eantinuad
their supply work, flying into tiny strips in the Meo country

at the risk of being shot at by Pathet Lao forces, to keep these

herdy people supplied with the necessities of life,
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' UeSoe aia to the Meo and the athar refugae graupa gaes
beyanﬂ mar@; ﬁupplies, howﬁver, and ranges inta affarta ta

;imprave eﬁuaatien, msdlcina ané agrieulturao Thesa prcgrammee

have being much ! ampereﬁ by ‘t_he aecurity situatian 1n the

‘Plaine des Jarres area, but 1n some mar@ peacefﬁl valleya

away frem the Pathet La@, somé raal pregrﬁaa has ba&n achiﬁvaé.

It s very n@tiaeabla that the aid pﬂagramma ta tha Mza

A;~1n particular is samething vemy ﬁaar te the hﬁarta of the U;w.ﬂ‘
 ofiicials associated with the programme.v,ff ' : '

Theae tough indapanéant and aftan chilﬁalike peaple ha?ﬁ |

b .2 real attr&eti&n, an<muthantic &harm and 1aya1ty which

encourages friendahip anﬁ admiration,137
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