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KHE SAH, SOUTH VIETNAM, OCTOBER O-~The American Marvines returned 4o
- \;;.:..../
§ once-begieged Khe Sanh combat base with mixc_ad emotiongs
The generals were jubilant. Commanding the return to the
sl base sbandoned 92 days before, Maje Gens BEY Davis said the ground
operation into and around #r Khe Sanh symbolized "the major shift in the
relative power between the Allies and the North Vietnamese® operating along

the demilitorized zones

"The Marines have been squeezed into a mmaller area,,"f the

S commander of the Third Morine Division--vhich now operates along the
wegtern two-thirds of the 40-mile=-lines "And this has increased our
combat pover mneny folde™ In addition, the general said the Marines
"have just thrown the last of their (Norta Vietnemese) elements back
aoross the Ben Hai", The Ben Hal river» runs through the middle of the
six-mile-wide DMZ, which separates North and South Vietnem,
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Oghor generals talicod of how the new end succesaful Merine tectics
of imcreased mobility and fleoxdbilidy had Dilocked Communist movenents
azpound ihe Sanh with nuch nmore effectivences than vhon 63000 Marincs
were once bosleged there for T7 daye begimning Junuary 2le

But, nlidlo-echelong staff officers wore eynical-and they may
hove reficcted in o mutshel th nuicholl the over-plding significemce of the
rotusn to Xho Sonhe '

‘ﬁm Berinos ave being usod as a political pawn to dremetize how good
the situstion is up here bofore the Awrican election,® one officer
grunbleds "This whole The Sanh operation ias politicals "Therots not
cnough %h VA (lorth V4otnemese Amar),  ground troopes arvound Khe
Senh %o worry sboute Thoy should lot the Marines do whot they'ye

desigaed te do=-got the VA, Sticl cromds—things will be alot more
Mvmatmg afbor this goewwhis Kho Senh deal 1270v 15 ovor,®
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- Intolligence sources hod coseseed that & North Vietnameso bottelicn
highly frognented into cnell wite—wwas operating ayound Xhe Senh as @
sereening forae to protect Commmist traile and tr*mdximmt mvmanﬂ; into
the syoos Qthor courges tolked of movre luerative torgets fom Operatiman-
_whore vn %o Five North Vietnomese battalions were thought to bo mamms
concentrotods ’
There were net many of the “old hands”™ left who had ondured the
agonleingly oleetrdo TT=day slege of Fhe Sanh that bem on January 21
ong the. Diky hwwar, was m Km doctor vhe had

helped trentm the 2080 two thousand wounded fend wmuate the 250 doad

sustained during the siogee Sitting in & cunny, conforitable bLunker
wost of Fhe Senhy the deotor reminisceds
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"There was a time duwén—+t during the siege vwhen I wondered if I'd
get out alives I still can'y believe the whole things I kept a diary—
and now I wonder why I wrote dom R seme’ of thoge things."

The younger troopers who had arrived in Vietnam after the harrowing

deys of Ene Sanh heddPemmed were either blase or else apprehensive about

returning to basos

Cple Bruce Millewy o 20=-year-old native from of Dallas, explaineds
"!éat of us hove forgotten about XKhe Sarhs Many feel the Marines sffo
should net have pulled out of it becouse it gives 'Charlie' (the Communists)
more ground %o :fight ine™
| St&nd.ing in é, helicopiter iénding zone weiting to be 1lifted into the

operational areca, he continueds
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“I don's mind going into dm—but I'm not happy sbout it I'Q
vather ntey book=-I hove 52 days left (in Vietnem),  The other troops
aro worriod toe, Vo're loning tO meny mon over heres Ouzr y"tmit hasnt'y
been hit too bnd;  but my brother-in-aw law is in another rogiment and it
h"f hoen been hit pretty hard 2ll the time.®

e
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Lite Juck Hardy o 261t oatol 20=year=old platem” leador from
Atlento, Geey with 8 wnd’ about W Lo lLelicopler into the khe Senh
aree capiocinedi
“gome people are lodking forward to returning %o the Ehe Sanh evco~—but
gome aren’ te They'ze afruid of 'inaming'gmwéa fron that artillery
the ﬁf‘m might still heve in Lsog. Intelligence showed alot up there
(i the Co Rac mowntains of laos) lact monthy bub o TG ¥ £ nads o visunl

reconnaisinnoe of the avea and it showed nothings®
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Bven senior comaanders ave nmystifiod as to what hes hoppened to tho
potent 130 rfin millimeter fleld srtillery the Commundet hed buriod in the
et

- ad.
. pides of the Co Boo HSWNTS in leogs Soimo officlers beliecve the crtillory
pieces aro now being shubttled avound to waknom gupositicas in looge
but others foor the bu tubes eve bhelng towed further south, oven into
South Vietnsm proper, where they would net be immune from Allled ground
forocses The last time the imericen oificers know thai he Commundlst ;
_fhe luat of the 64000
ertillery in Loos has boen fired was July G-~om the day Hurine Fhe Merines
"de-potivated® or cbondonsd the Khe Sanh bases V
-~
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The return to Khe Sanh bogen Ostober 4, vhen in a well=cocordinatod,
45-minute holicoptor shuttling operation, Kile Company, 3xd Battelion of
the 4th Marince wme landed several hundrod yards from the northexn end of the
0ld Khe Sonh runmye Their lsnding mone had been—-during the @y 77~dey
elege peri.odﬁthe bunkering position of the lst Battalion of the 9th
Marines on & finger-like # knob direotly overlecking the combat bonos The

troopers of this wit--respongible for seccuring and moving alr=doppc
aiz-dropped supplies from the drop some at tho ond of the runway=hod
convinced thomsolves they had heard Commmists tunneling under thoir
n411-kcnob with shovels swaddled in burlep seckss The Communists never did
blow uwp tho hill and Mexine positions, but vhen Kile Compeny landed thuiw
there last wock, the levow knob was hardly recogniseble because of tho
Marinon' demolition and bulldozer worlk as they doparteds .
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Kilo Compony haé aleo been the last compeny out of tho I'ne Senh
area during tho eveouction lastduly in Julye  Gumny Sewerat Sergeont
Raymond Hatoholl, 30, of Florencey S« Ce remerbered well Wr 6%@%@@
from Hill 471, 500 yords awey from the gerbage dump roed of $he ¥ne Semh
conbat basos

“Juat as we were leaving, I was awfully busy,” the senice aérgeamt in
the compeny oxploineds "About 5 peme we got o madio mosssge thot wo mepe
to hold on iill 471 thet night. Thon the helicopters ceme in »m? soid thet
wa'd have to evaounte t!mt%il on: five minutes netdv nmotice. Then the
HBVA ocaw all tho sctivity that we were getting ready to move out, thoy
started mortering use Thoy tiwew in 40 or 50 mortars on us and I had 4o
mova the company 400 metors away from there so the helieopters could oome
ine Then wo were irtmanmimsmsmthexm flown oute Thet's how wo 1o0¢ Fhe Sunhe®

Last week, though, Kilo coupeny landed unoppesed on the ponitioneew
"With not ono shot boing Fired"  sid wes followed by Herine enginocds,
who with ;%ac!whoe" machinos dug out ciroular indentotions for the
Marine end Vietnomese ertillery thed fedlewed and trenchlines Few=she
myﬁe bunkering positions for the Marine troopers,

=eMore rounter
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Thie positien Wi wes codensmed "Heonking Fire W Bage" and was
| setuelly a proiuvde to the infantry operntion tho next day,” with tha are
I: hod bech necosssry to move the artillery forward im order that the sround

W@ troops vould conglstently during the operation Be moving wnder the
wmbrelile of indireod fire smpoﬂ; xilo sompany wes e neceassery to protect

the avxtillery pocition frwlfmmd eatﬁwkm; The ground operation that
Tanking Aotion® because only

~ SEEH
4

followed the nozt day was aallmi: the
gi%in infontry unlts from the 49% 4th Yarine Regiment were info involved—
@ 06 in She 19208} the 4th liarines were based in China« ‘Mis bit of

e

hia‘sorical watelgéa 4id not meen much w the ymmg Kari!ma, bmvar;

on SREFTE EA officlal chewby one youngeter hod spelled f% "Nen R g
ile probebly thought it was the nume of some”onv acmeohe's girl friend,"
anit olderly ser wErFEoRf warpent officcr explainods "You never cank tell
what these young Mexines thinlk sboute"™
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Mrough=out the first day, Nanking had no conteet with the Commnlstep
Lcnp Merine m@@ﬁmsly woundod, however, by cccidentally stepping on
Tand-Tiihee entiwpersonnol mines
Byon aﬂarnleavingthexha Sanh avea in July, Kilo company had
patrolled avound tho KRG"SEER ebandcied wenaing of the
bau—-vat ene timo, it bivouacked directly eoroow the river fron tho basos
; Copte Sidnoy i, Thmasy 31, seld, “Tore’s mo
¥imo-sal, T don' fool I ovor loft Mho Sonbe

-

We've boen patrolling southoest of hewce Wetve. Bash 40 & notide yé

#anaknawthe nron wolly mmhavemfewinmmm&“

Cupte Thomoo hed mmmma mw eonmm WW ‘while i% was in
and gincg then, 7

e m; eﬁwwwmﬁm ampmuf mweﬂ %o other patzol
-2t Foxtrot Ri¢

bases; had boon sent to ::mmm: a ,giatew actmm in h’*m eontaot, hed om&
Gommmist base cemps, and hed M’c o Kamulteﬁ ot Mine- 104k - ulong My
its frontlines o JF~Y8 by the Commmists aftvrr—uta sttecking whills
Kile oot 20 G#1 1:11led ond 20 wowdods the Communists left 70 dond behinde
Since April, tho company has suffered 30 killed and 75 wowmndode——roughly

® 75 per cent battlo cosusltlos in six monthce "Wo've had our shere of
casualtice;" the coptain gald softlye
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e trooper vith EilFartillery unit hed also bews n Xhe Senh in AFG

June=-aftor the siege was lifted on Apeil 1, but bofore it was evesuated

on July 6 IHp mes Sgbe Alan Dollings, &1y
Birminghemg 2log & sootion chief for the 105 millimeter hﬂﬁ howitaerse
"I wes glad %o come bad™U beck up here agein,” he saide "I iike
it up here. There's alot beltor weethory stenery and gunpositions up here,
I wvep o Litlle ouprised in e vaye I thought the airstwip hed been teken
up~but it stiil locks the pame es & alwayse
“hen 1 wau heve in Jute wo were utill toking alot of incomings I
remenber o vere positioned cn the soulbern ond of the runway and we
WOTE 10%1‘3;%%“; our gung so wo sould five point blank imto = trecline 2500
meters avmy./ S8 After we left Kuo Sanh, wo began moving fvom one
fire gupport base to anothere Coming becik to Khe Sanh ig just like
ancother opemtio:;% Ve have ﬁo be over ‘rh@e:w for sueh o long time it's juet

4 ...MWM
iie Havlke or Catens™

like moving inte Levds
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The noxt day==the lerines called it D-Day=-other elements of the
4th Marines wero heli-iifted q& 10 ceme into two landing sone arens
north and egouth of Highway 1, near the old Special Forees comp of
Long Vei=~-pone 0000 nevers v the woot of Ehe Sanhe Thelir missions *
was to begin o oweeping end es extonsive seavehing cotion tovE towmzds
Kne Senh and the Henking five support besge These cloments lended without
oppocitione—ond hove had only sporedic coniect to R

The Lang Vel Special Foxces Gamp h&d he M OVerRuR on \Fe;bmaw ?‘!zhm

vhen Khe Sanbh was under sicz@ and when Acﬁt Allied wnits woro LOCERTrON

the battle of Iye dnring the Tet offenuives The camp wne overrun with the
m‘arwmﬁm of Spviet-made P76 azmored vehiclog—the Tirst used in the was’
Ty Intml:.w noe poporits hald proviously menticned Communist cxwor in the
area=-but the Spocial Porcus had not ledd out anti-~tank mzw m.tms *mu

perimm they wore wable to sbop the alvance of the v
m‘“p mobile pilltowes end the cnmp feoll 4n g heotie bottlcs
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