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SATGON--Administrative snags and economic troubles are beginning to
confront the cmucial (pen Arms progrem designed to lure Communist defecdors %
to the Allicd sides

Iﬁ sheer numberé;ef Communist defectors, the Open Arms program, called
Chieu Hoi in Vicitnamese, has been successful thus far., Open Arms officials
are heartened by the steady increasé in the defector figures. In 1966,
the 20,242 Communists who switched to the govermment side equalled two
Viet Cong divisions; Open Arms officisls estimated more than 3,000 Allied
soldiers would heve been killed atiempting to eliminate that number on the
battleficld.

“The Viet Cong come over to this cside mostly because Allied ground
6ff@ﬂgi?ﬁh, bombing and artillery, mekes life with the Communists difficult,
if not anb@;r&ble," one Open Arms official explained. "Bui they don't
come because of any politicel or economic attraction to the Vietnamese
government,

"fhe biggest problem facing the program—-as more and more defectors
come in—is what can we do with them, hov can we mhelp them and where will

they live?"
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Once a Communist defector returns to the government side, he and
his family are taken to provincial centers, where for 45 days they are fed)
slothed and given political indoctrination lectures. ("These indoctrination

segnions are so boring end neive they sound as though they might have been

written by a M.,I.7. profeassor," one American advisor to the program ssid,)

Thae defortors are interrogated and much of their information about the
Viet Cong produces betier intelligence material for the Allied side than
any other sourcc. They are%also glegsified and screensd to weed out any
planted Viet Cong agentss

Only three cases of genuine Viet Cong agents are known te have
penetrated the program. One was 2 woman with orders to seduce a Vietnamese
Open Arms chief and thea carry oul espionages In the lekong Ielta, two
Viet Cong agents planted in the (poen Arms centers wefe won over and

voluntarily revealed Communiet plans to atteck the huge Bien Hoa air force
. ’
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base, I8 miles northwest of Td
"But this screening process isn't good enough," one American advisor
to the Vietnamese military forces said. “The? ARVEe (Army, Republic of
Vietnem) believe the Communists can and are penetrating the program. They
believe thot if the Viet Cong think they can not win the militaiy war,
they will politically infilirate into the governmeni's (pen Arms program
and the political apperatus to stir up trouble in the futures Besides, the
ARVEs have heen chasing the Viet Cong for years--and when the Communists

get tired,they can come to the govermment side and get more benefits than X

4RVNs dependents.®
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While in the Open Arms centers, the defectors--or returnces as the
Vietnamese government calls them——are supposed o receive 24 piostres
(rougly 20 cents) a day for food, 500 piastres ($4.50) for two sults of
clothing and rewards for weapons brought into the govermment side the

cauivelont of £7 for a pistel up to $IT0 for a lethel 5Tmm. recoilless rifles

But, in some provinces, the returnces complained to Open Arms officials
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thet thoy were not FESEEEEE their clothing allowsnce. In other coaes,

r

Victnomese officials had made a conitract with a local tailor io get a kick

back and to give the returnecs less than their woney's worth in clothing,
relisble scurces reporteds In other cases, deturncos promised wages for
helning with the construction of Open Arms buildings complaincd to this
ecorrespondent they had not been paid. Vhen a Vieinamese government official
vms eonfronted vwith this, he simply forced several unheppy returnecs to sign

receipts they hed paid--and then fired them fmom their construction 1obs

and tronsferred them to an already over—orowied, remote provincial center.

+

American offiecisls, infuriated with this failure of the Vietnomese 5%

covernment officinls to fulfill their promises to the roturnecs, have

attempted to get thu nanéj%ul of corrupt officials removed. But, the mos
thersome ones are scldom removeds Americ&ﬁjadviscr explainedy "The

sorrupt Vietnemese civilian officials are just an Indian to & higher ranking

Vietnamese general. In some cases, the general is a blood relative of the

civilion——in other cases, just @ protector for him,"

(dore)
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A sunll mumber of Cpen Arms returnees have been resettled in gpecial
homlete—=which is a forward poditical sitrategy, one official explained.
Bighteen of these Open Arme hamlets have been huilt thus fary 50--enough
to house 5000 returnees and their families--arce scheduled to be completed by
the end of this year. These hemlets usually house returnees whose homes
are in the Viet Cong zZone or slse North Vietnamese defectors who have no
homes in the South.

Howover, this phase of the program is emmeshed in econcmic troubles.

The Vicinsmese government would like to issue land titles to the returnees

to sustein themselves by farming——and to use this as a means to atiract

nmore Communist to the government side. But, ths amount of available
secoure land in the government zone is very limited--and it is usually

non=productive sandy or alum soil. Yhe large chunks of productive

éggkg?varﬁm%nt land that could be distributed are in the Viet Cong Janeﬁ;ﬁu

E\\”IQQZ;:far, American and Vietnamese armed forces sre either unwilling or

: uwnable to try to the third alternztive —-to dpen new lands in an sttempt
to cory the "lend for the land-less" program which sucked away the peasant

support from the pro~Communist Huk movement in the Philippines some IS5 years.

#1f we had enough good preductive land to promise and give to the
Viet Cong fighters and supporiers, they would come into the government zone

in hordes," mzem one Open Arms official expﬁ@ined.

(1ore)
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In ene of the IS Open Arms hamlets, in the northern province of
Guang Tri, the wife of one ex-Communist told this correspondents
mThie plece is 89 so hot even our chickens perish, We tried to plent

3 1 &4 o~
swest potatoes, but $EEK the sandy soil wouldn't gow any poteftoes. 5o

we must cot the sweet potato leaves. A few of the Villagers heve pigs,

but only if they have enough money to buy food to reise them——which I

af

don't. We are éwarving to death in this hamlet,”
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