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SAIOQN, NOVEMBER 20-~From the remcie and Wefoggled vantage point
of Saigon,; it currently sppenrs the Parls peace tzlks are becoming mm
aimless exerglse in diplomatic futility med are likely to remain so mmtil
al.deagh s
January 20 when the Hixon Administration is imsugurated im Washingtan.
Second-guessing in some high-level informed eireles here is that if Nixom
maintains @ his current anti-coalition-govermment solution for the South=--

Fhemr=e theon coven aftcr January 20thy the Parls talks may cvolva into

an even more meanimglesm sideshow W& the battlefield arena in the Sputh.
iing s that if the Commumists can not

The assumption of “tir
win a couzlition government in the Spouth at the eonferenze tahle from either
Johnson or Nixon--then they'll contimue fighting until they do so or reelize
they must "fadeaway" from the battlefield. Tie military prognosis is
that Communists W will soom have the ¢ oapability for ome

méra lsunohimg oms mﬂ Iassive,_ Tet-styled offensive of serious

By FFomg Ovag .
magnitie magnitud © next twelve momths—but that their
chances of gSTITHE anywhere near the swscess of “Hir-Tet-vampmige

are diminishing éﬁ’aif:; “gharply.
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“ Against this backdrop of wistorious campaigns on the battlefield--but
| facing only the progpects of negotiating a coalition gevernment at the
| conference 1:511)].9“;.“‘:.f the st¥i#tc stratagem of the South Vietnamese government
! appears: at this time to be to stall sending a delegation to Paris if all
possibler—unless these three unlikely factors ocour:

l. The Communists in Paris cgpitulate on the major point they khave
alrecady m won—or grebbed—-from the Johnson Administration, ly=mgmm 2nd the

Netional Liberntion Front is no longer seated as a separate delegation.

2 Tho Johngon Administration applies so much pressure on Saigon, @&riem
| President Nguyen Van Thieu is foreed to send the delegations But the only
cepdeiful meeningful presesure would be decisive actions which would result
directly or indirectly to the overthrowing of President Thieu and Vjce
Prosident Ngy Nguyen Cao Ky~—although the f¥¥lle facade of the constitutional
governnent structure would still be held in tact, Vhile there is l1little
r evidence Washington is currently contemplating the overthrow of Thieu-Ky,

it m appears unlikely the Americans could é»“xr’{{’mt 1_glite m coup against

¥ o bk «! ] Al A
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= - ‘N.‘M
them even if Johnson so oxdereds:there is giseedile sympathy for Thicu's
position here among both Apcricen military officers and the American

Central I,telligence Agenoy, and Johnson would run the risk of some fairly

high~level resigna tions of his om subordinates if he gave such an order,

==more router
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3¢ Wyrld public opinion turag radisally against ths Saigon governments
But, thus fer, the inoreasingly shrill demends and agcusations of Communigt
public statements, the Gomrunist ahellings of cities and direect violations
of the demilitarized zones—which Johnson had led the world to believe would
not repeat not happen—-and the clumay "big sti&ﬁ' ' fantrum Sevvetery
pr performed by Sgeretary of Defenme Clark Clifford last week have served
either to portray Saigon amustrsemm the ¢ in the uwefrd position-of dbeing
an underdog, or else to so oonfuse the whole mass: of & tangled issues %h
MEsds associzted with Paris that the outside world just g&®s closes its

earss
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Even k if Saigon does dispatoh a delegation to Paris before Jammary 20,
it cecems likely[i t0 be unwilling to negotiate anything of substantive
importance until after that dates

I éoes seen that Saigon has.hedl half agreed with the Agerican
officials here on the easy half of the obstasle——gome -axmg-exrranyemeht
sort of an arrangement of the Allied side of the negotiating teams But,
the the real obstacle—the seating of the National Liberation Pront as a
single delegation=—still appears to be umresoclved at this time. 4lso,
it is true Saigon has taken half-steps to prepare for sending a delegation
to Parisy South Vjetnamese Ambassador Pham Dang Lem has oabled the Foreign
Ministry here he has already arranged lodging, automobiles and other deteils
for when the delegation;urﬂ{?gs.' 1 A South Vietnamese colonsl in charge
of the signal corps is scheduled to return to Saigon bhés weelk after arranging
communications from Paris and two other military technioians are scheduled to
leave for Paris this.weelite And Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker and President
Thieu, with aides, are moxhimgnsnydciesinefn drafting a text ofbe; Xﬁifng
paper defining what Saigon is actually agreeing to—but no repeat\zg/ agTeement
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w reached o‘l-thn...papmu.
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Andy, it is true both South Vietnamese and American officials are
oozing, rather then leaking, reports of Amerioan—South Vietnamese
agreements, oordiality and renmewed friendshipy a friendship greatly

S =
enhanced with the Wn; ?ﬁna;\-ﬁg;::-;—éy departure of Deputy
Apbassador Samuel Berger, who geaste greatly irked Thieu and Ky in the

Palace confrontation in Octobers (Vietnamese sources are gh®lo gloating
that. Berger has been kicked out of country dby Thieu, bdut, actually, their

E cheers may be premature, Anyway, there is a peroeptible thaw in top

JU8* US.Saigon relations since Glifford's bombshell last week--which was

if not tattle~tale
’ answered in hours in equally W‘gﬂ!ﬁ Saigon's Mjnister

|
:M"Q—vf:m—_ﬂ-, Ton That Thiene Aftor . $hacemtwo embarrassing kiss-and-tell
f —Shggman confrontation, Voth Saigon and Washington apparently realized the
E whole alliance for prosecution of the war had reached its gravest crisis
sinoce the commitment of American ocombat trocps in 1965. But, while
the ¢%x official thaw has been sufficient to "patch up" the outward
appearance of the anti=Communist alliance here, 1t still does not seem
significent enough at this time for Saigon to willingly send a delegation
to Parise For, as long as Ppesident Johnson remains in the white House,
President Thieut's proclivity is still to regard dispatohing & delegation
to Paris in much the same light as launching a fumeral procession-—a

procession to his own funeral and that of a non~-Comnunist South Vietnem,

==end reuter
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