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SAIOON, NOVEMBEE 20--F::rom• the :remote and bei'o led va.nta.gG poin� 

of Saigon., it currently "':ppe rs the Paris p aoe tclks are b6oooine 

aimless, exer. isc in diplomatio futility, d 03."0 liltel� •O r a.in ao til 
a i.J, €!� rrf;,, 
January 20 when the iXon Ad.mini st:r, tion is in ueurated i . Uc.shine· n. 

Seoond-gueosinG in som b1€1,1-lovel 1nfoi"mod oi:rele here 13 tho.t if Uixo 

□ainta.ins his ourrent anti-coalition-government solution for the South-

en cv n afto January 20th, 

1 even mora moani eJ.os oideshovr 

ho P".ris talks O[cy' ovolv into 

the b ttl field e.rena in the Sout • 

uin a oo i tion goveJ.,nment in tho South at tho oonferen c t le free ei tho?\ 

Johnao.n or Uixon--then they• 11 continue fighting until they do so 01· rocl.iz 

they must "f<-dao.vmy" from the battlefield. a military pro oois io 

oapa i lit for 

m r l unohi g o assi 
,..,;.,._ � 

OhOl.'lCe s of 

ar diminiehin dfiapi.. ' o.rply. 

t-ety1 d offensive of serious 
·, 

lve mo ths--but th t their 
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Against this backdrop of i to:rious oampe.ie,-is on the battlefield-but 

fooine; o y the prospects of negotiating a ooali tion £'0V0rri.1nent at the 

confGronoo tr:ib c§l ,,· the a r·· · o st:r ta.gem of the South V1etn ose e;ove:rnment 

appears; at ttis time to be,to- stall sending a delegation to Paris if all 

possibler-unless th000 three unlikely factors ocoura 

1. The Corm;1unists in .Paris oa.pitulate on the major uoint they he.v 

already 1: ron-or grabbed-from the Johnson .Adninist1·ation, I!! and the 

National Lfher tion Front ia no longer seated as a separate delegation. 

2, o Johnson Adm:i.uistrotion applies so uoh pressure on Saieon, � 

President ll[!p-ycn Van 'lhieu is forced to send the delegation. But the only 

ttmmt:hti' ul. meaningful pressure would be deoiaive .,.oti ons ,mioh would result 

direotly or indirectly to the overthrowing of President 'lliieu and Vrce 

Prooidcnt J{!J/ NSUY8n Oao Xr,-o.1 thoueh tlie i·' - e fo.oo.de cf the oonsti tutionol 

government structure would still be held in oot. While there is little 

evidence aahington is currently oontemplatin& the overthro of Thieu-Ky, 

it :a o.ppcnrs unlikely the Americans oould p ,,. P,:t··t igµite coup ae;a.inst 
, , : , J /•I' , • �_...L..-, 

tham even if John ... on so ordere 'there is .,;t-meabre s;ympa.thy :for Thieu's 

position here nmong both American milita.:ry officers ond the Americru.1 

Centr 1 telligcnoe A�noy, and Johnson would run the risk of some fairly 

hiGh,-level resign.a tions of his own subordinates if he gave such an order. 
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3. World publio opudoni tune· ra41oally against th.a Satgon:. aovemm�nt. 

But, thus- te:r., the increasingly- sllri.ll demands and aoc,usationa of Cora,mm111t · 

publ1o statements, the 9�tmist ahelU.ngs of oi ties and direot v1olation•t · 

ot the demilitarized zone�waioh Johaaon had 1ec11. �e !(Ol"lct to beliew would - : 

p:l! performed b,y 9e0i,etary. ot Detenae Clark 01:lttorcli last we• have sened. 
/+-;.) .!;,_/ 

either to portray saigon Gil MIW14i . the ti; in '.the asaft:4 pos:iA!1-....ot beiAC 

an uaderd.og1 or else to BO" oonfuee 'the whole raaee1 of a. �eled. issue.a, ft 

t■I!• associated nth Paris that the outside world just --• oloses i ts. 

ears. 
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lwen k. U' saigon: does dispa.toh a delegation, to. Paris" befor.e J.anua.ry 20, 

it seems likelyfi: to be unwill!ing, to .ne&9tiate, anything of sub·stantive 

importance until after that date. 

l:t does aeem' that Saiaon hasJwdl.L half agreed w1 th the Amerio am 

offioie.ls here on the easy half of the obato.ole-some trY t. m:w1119me!1t 

sort of en a:rrangement of the Allied aide of the ne&'()tiating team. BUt, 

the the real obstacle-the seatini ot the National Liberation Front as a 

single delegation-still appears to be . unresolved at this time. Aleo, 

it is true saigon has taken half-steps to prepare for sending e. delegation, 

to Pa1·isJ South Vietnamese .Ambassador Phm1r Dang J,am.0 has oablad the Foreign, 

Ministry here he has already arranged lodging, automobiles and other details 

for �fm the delegation�. { South 'v1etnamese oolonel in ob.a.r·ge 

of the a;i.&ial corps is sch eduled to return to l:Jl;igon ��• aftei, arrang.1.ng 

oornmunioa.tions from Paris and two other military teohnioie.ns are scheduled to 

And Ambassador Elleworth Bunker and President 

Thieu, nth aides, are w11Ptm:pw1#wat 1!11◄@111 drafting fl. text of a working . 
...._j , P C.:i<'..,. 

pa.per defining what Saigon is actually a£:1'8eing to-but no:, repeat no( agreement; 

·v·-'�w 13 - .<: I <1 ._k' ;f. h�-i,P.i to be reached oa the paper. -

••more reuter 
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And. it is true both South Vietnamese and .American offioials are' ·.' ·1 
I '{ 

oozing, rather than leaking, reports of .Amer:Loan-Sou'th V1etnamesa 

a.gl'eements, oordiali ty and renewed friendship,. a t.riendship grea.tl,; 
_. ,, S:c.K /...t1 ,t..,-V-,"'"--� 

enhanoed With the U.,U.V-ra a 121:t Jl; ts I N1J; deparrtui-e 0£. Deputy 

Ambassador ss.muel Berger, 'Who .._..te srea.tl.7 irked Thieu and X7 in the 

Palaoe confrontation in Ootober• · ('1etnameae sources a.re :'�O &loating 

tha11, Berger has been kicked out of country by Thieu,· but, actua.llYt their 

oheers may be premature�. Af11Wa:r, there ia, • pero.eptible tha� in top 

,� US.Saigon relations. si.noe Oliftord• s bombshell last week-which was 
· · 

....,_ :lf not tattle-talt\ � 
, .L 

;;{£�
ed. in hours in equally aoouiAtiVG

. � r\ a, lMgtiale y S&igon • s 141niste.n· 

�
,,. o · , Ton '!hat 'lhien. Af"er :tbase i: 10 embsrraasin-g kiss-and-tell 

-· 

_ _g!!!l•rnrn confrontation, both Saigon and Vhiahington apparently realized the 

whole alliance for prosecution of. the war had reaohed its gravest crisis. 

sinoe the oommi tment of American oombat troo»s i:n 1965. But, while 

the fJ1JiE offioial thaw ha.a been sufficient to "patch up" the outward 

appearance of the anti-Communist allianoe hez:!3r. 1 t still does not seem 
.,.... . 

signifioent enough at thio time 'tor Sa.igolll to willling.'1.7 send a delegation 

to Paris. For, as long &s President Johltaon1 remains in the White House, 

President 'lhieu''s proolivit7 is still to reprd diapatohine a delegati0111 

to Paris in muoh the same light as lauaohing a funeral procession-a 

prooeaaion to his own funeral and that of a non-Communist South Vietnam. 
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