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march 11, 1965

SAICGON--The United Buda_hlst Chumhv-—-lead by politico—priests
who have mr spaxkedf;:;hrow of ‘%w three Vietnamese
governments——are preparing this week-end for a major policy

conference with delegates from throughout this war-weary nabions.

Political observers it are known to be ready to

watch the three-day conference +to determine if the ® politically
important Buddhist mevement makes any key poliey dewisions om
the issue of peace.

Some of the Buddhist priests, who are suspected of WE
being pro-neutralists, have issued nebulous religious statements:
on the question of bringing peace m to the country,, ﬂﬁs@
priests have influence over Q some perdhiMs which:

gives them considerable importance as a

political force :ﬁ withim and outside the Seigon government.

(Moze)
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Dorrreehy
At the time of the recent arrivals of XKorean soldiers and Americam

Marines, a whispering campaignm was launched among the Saigom populatiom
that the Buddhists would peacefully protest ageinst the introductiom of
mmxmx forelgm soldiers; '@ who would intensify Qc and enla.rger
the anti-Communist war in their cmmztry.g

Hundreds of d.elega‘bes are expected to attend the conference, though

_inmauguratiom
the exact number ap-;ﬂ vadiahia. | The Milel DGR

opens Saturday nicht, Saigom time, and full~day sessions

"

.e held Sunday and YMondaye.

Delegaitea ?who have been invited to attend include Buddhist
priests; numbers, layw; representatives from the provinces and districts
in the countryside, representatives of Mdhist*sﬁ& sponsored or allied
associations, such as Buddhist youth organizations, women oxganizations;,
charity services,. Some political party leaders: are expected to be

inviteds
(More)
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Reliable sources said invitations had “sent to the

Q heads of the six departments of the United Budghist Chu.rch;;
delegates f: e 0f  the Church from the provinces and Saigon,,
the Buddhist universny;, heé the Buddhist chaplains corps im the
American—backed Vietnamese armed forces and representatives of
Buddhist associations.

Ai;;?ercording to documents distributed to the incoming
delegates, the business sessions of the conference would be devoted
to reports of past activities Xjof the United Buddhist Churchy, and alll
its related agencies and associa tions; revisiom of the charter,,

g——— A
PeRmeldieion: "consolidintion of leadership," to "discuss the

present situvatiom and the line of m activities of the Church," and

to draft the budget.
The rather vague wording of "consolidatiom of leadership®

raised the question to observers here whether there would be

a shift in the key leadership positions.

(More)
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The conference-——s similar one was held zx thirteen months ago~-

comes at a time wh presented five demends to

the momt:h-olaf government of Prime Minister Pham Huy Q;u.a te These demands:
call for reshmmimmiry release of students and Buddhist priests:
arrested by the previous prime minister--Tran Van Huong who regarded

the Buddhists as "playkg the communist game.” ether den;ands inoludes .
e . e Sk
f 2

ek

permissiom frm({'j
-’"""-Nf g
fowm—md orgenize and joim Buddhist associationsy

police files of Buq_dhisﬁ: students, monks and youth who had beem

arre sted: '

govorment; and re-instating Thich (Venerable) Ho Giac as deputy

P

chief of &H€ i chaplains in the Vietnamese Armed Forces. Hanyﬁe

a—-'e hi t-renking Vietnamese officers rogard Thich Ho Giac
GroveRNmerT S & 7@ ﬁirf

as “pro-Communigt, “1,,.; R j'i/ SEE - F"/ >

Y {C-«F(/ \Q‘/ﬁrd v AE N € X Fone Ay ¢

The demand %o allow governmen®# civil servants joinm and form
~a,_Buddhist assoeiation withim the government is considered to>
M formation off a "g ua,sii-politioa}l cell™ withim the
government's administrative apparatus. The Buddhist movement hasg ag
already been granted the permissiom: to have 60 Buddhist chaplains im the
a rmed forces—-end am additionall 60) are being trained--and to have
three-man Buddhist groups withim each army battaliom.
(More)
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Tm conference is comsidered politically significant to
for the (/L foo following reasonss to give the Buddhist politico-priests
a rather exact estimate of their strength among the m?zs;_w/
throughouté!?e aeygmgy,., to determine their organizatiom stremgth

as welll ae“«"v in’ the provinces,,

of the mood of the Buddhists about the
current political situation in the Saigon and im Vietnam,
B Dokttt Sl caucuses, key Buddhist priests and

é‘a lay leaders are expected to form their over-all pelitical

program regarding the issue of peace, their attitude to the
Americam military support to Vietna my, and their positiom regarding
the government of Pham Huy Quat,

(woRE)
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the Buddhist leaders have also called for reports: from all

Buddhist associations, agencies and 0 pagodas, at all levels of their

Sy,

H

“;@re impressive hierarchy--from the hamlets %o the villages, the
districts, the provinces and then to the central level,
Political ghs ervers are amazed at the efficiency of the Buddhist
organizations y hav The Buddhist leaders have sent a "model form®
for their reportae—ésicing detailed queglion® whicli/low-level leaders

are to answer, These reports, which were sent te Saigon by March Sth,

are expected to give the Buddhist leaders a sweeping pmEdimmmFmm
barometer of the political mood of the coumtrys.. /
"This model. form for their reporting is vem very scientifice,"™
one Vietnamese political lea derm explained, "It's als almost the
same way the Communists: erganize things."
A example of the "medel form"

countrys im concerns the section about mxmmmiw organizations: vhe are

the members of the executive committee and what sEmix Buddhist gects do

they represent, when was the organization established, "what is the

spirit ﬁe (or mood) of the members—-is it positive or not and vhat

41

are the ca uses of this-~how often mﬁxzaﬁ on meeta&how oftem

members review the situation, the relatiship relationship between tlhe

L3

lower~level members of the organization and the leader.
(More)



deepe

buddhista—T

s

Another area of i‘@s interest in the "model form™ included

reports at all=levels of the "Spec:lal %gnmissiemr for Youthft——

r’ B m)/
important in view of past ﬁ : amonstraticns in Saigom

P s |

and the provinces. Their reports are asked to includes The general

situation of Buddhist youth, how many members, what
Buddhist sctivitics they = participate in, wha t is their ""?’a?%e
"gpirit or mood”; vhat is the situation with the Buddhist Boy Scouts
a nd Girl Scoutss '
The "model form" also asks for reports from all~levels about

“the pgﬂm performance” of the Buddhist movement: Vhat is the
mood of the Buddhist believers; whet is the spirt of the masses

ter each campaign (of 1% gparking overthrow of three rﬁ%
governments)—-does their spirit go higher after each campaigm or
does it go lower and what is the inte sity of that spirttd-how the

I,
non=-Bud dhist pop\?@'bm!} fwl:ff ‘:yga%o&.}:q "cﬁg Buddhists campaigns,,

L

what is the# attitude] concerning "the national situation", what is
the attitude of political parties aml governme,nt officials to the
Buddhist movemant after émwh campaigny what is the attitude of

" the & Communists towards the Buddhista,,

and the becurity situation im the provinces.



Deear Mr, Rosenfelds

I'm encloning & rather &mﬁ(f news article~-not anslysis--cn the
upcoming "uddhist conference. The conference begins & Satupday, March 13,
in the evening~vhich is Suniay rina:mﬁng e York time, The confercnce

will be wndremetio amd probebly not worthy 8 mw!h 9pot nows coverapee—

. -

g o

but 1+ 11 be very, very igmificant in the future, I've tried to
incluie some spocific exemples of the "model form" docunent of the
Tuddhicts used in gothering reportn from the provinces-~I think mw
ne other corrvespordents heve this and they'mmr glve the resders

some iden of the immense scope and depth of their organizations

Sincerely,.
B \‘. ,/’i ,(""f : -~
SRRl Tt Sy
P \ ) 27 /
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