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BALGI~=In 1062, as American advisors and Helicopters
fizet arvived en wasse éﬁ’?ﬁeﬁ flamy President lgo Dinh Dienm
was Uold by a c¢lose smevican friend thaet unless ne naﬁigally

'xefu:me& his goveransent, he would undoubtedly be Qve“#hraun

by a coup d¥%etat. The Anerdicon hed simply telen a poll of
Pien's fﬁ?ﬁﬁ@,ﬁﬁg;arﬁ&%@ end found that of more *%an 150, '
only 30 wowe stdll sticking with the ehubby little mandarin,

"But Diem wound't listen and the American weren't
interested in hearing it," the American lamented. “ilore
American ér@ﬁgs ond helicopiers canmej; bub reforn did not,.
The Amoricens bullt a beautiful wer machine end placed it on
political gquicksand.” '

Sespite the American nmiliteary built-up, the lack of
seform by Dieca provided the political fuel on which Viet Cong
strength mushroonmed. _ :

lowe thom & yoar later, Diem was overthroun.

piem had built a political Naginot Line for political
tronch warfore with the Communists. On one side of the line
was the Communist ideoclogy, tvhe National Iiberation Front and
the cloaked hahinﬁ.thﬁ Front, the Coomunist Party called
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Dien had built his own counter-ideology, his veague concept
called Personalism; his National Revolutionexy liovement corpece
ponded to the Netionel Idberation Frontj his brothers aecw@t'ﬁ
party, the Can Lao, corresponded to Communiat Pary.

vhen Dien was overthrown, his counter-ideclogy ond
countor-nochines vere washed away. Oince then, no one

semmk porson has been in ﬁéﬁal connand of the anti-~Conmmunist

sector long enough ﬁa build a simllaer mechine or ideologye
since them, the country has been in a menspﬁa&aug

state of politica 1 crisis. BSources in Seigon now argue

that it would be o mistalke to re-built a counter-ideclogy--oven
4¢ 4t could be done=-but that instead the Saigon governuont

st now reform itoelf ond "outerevolutionize the Communiois—-
. put do it tem times botter and 50 times faster than the
conmunists themselves.”

The lest time the American~backed Saigon govornnont
seiged the political initiative was with the strategic hanmlet
DO The concept of fortified hamlets, with announced
drametic economic and sociol advanteges, was officielly
launched by Dienm in April, 11962.

But it vas doomed before it started. One A@ﬁﬂiﬁﬂﬂ,
who spole fluent Vietnamese, had visited o pilot project in
Cuchi, only 20 miles from Seigon, where the peasants Gold
him thet the hemlet progren, instead of being en economic
revolution, was an economic disasters
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The peasonts said the government forced tbhon o
consbruet hamlote instead of working on thelr cach erop of
tobaceoj they could produre only 10 per cent of whab nornally
poiced. They wore foreed to cut their bamboo troes y-thelr
cughion crop,-for the construction dofence stakes and fencoS.
A leading American general was v0ld this by the Anmericong-
he replied stiffly "Thank you"

The plan was castj neither the Anmericen commend
nor Diem would nmake any veforns or vevisions in it. The
progran virtually crumbled when Dien was overthrown the
Tiet Cong owiped the concept and implemented thelir own Xm

toonbat hamlet® progracds

The dilemne of American policymaliers is the schigo~-

pheenic nature of the Vietnanese goclety iteelf. The governing
class ic generally urban based, Irench-educated with an
aristocratic peaiﬁian based on either family background,

money or lendSounings This clite nimority etbempls o govern
the masses in rural areas and cities cbout which 1 lkmous

1ittle and is concerned lests noheve's o tinme gap of centuries
between our two socleties," one Viebtnanese inﬁei&eeﬁual
explained. “"Thore's the Republic of Viet Nam ond the Republie
of Solgone-and the two never meet«"”
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The lack of concern and compassion by the elite
minority was illustrated by the wife of a Yestern embasoy
official. T"he wives of embacoy officials had voluntarily
presented furniture, eBU¥SHE and toys to a local orphanges

"Gevoral days afier we handed over the goodsy one of
the embassy wives returned to the orphanage,” the lady explained. ‘
"o were estonished to f£ind the officials had even taken the
toye out of the hends of little orphans. The toys were no

vhere to be found.” e
In contrast, cadre wanting to Join Communist Pavty

are sent Uo ke live with the rural nasces and practice "threew
togetherneos™y eating, living and working with the peasanta.
Cadre are invited to Join the Communist Party--which hoo an
exclusive, end not mass, gpenbership--iwhen they are prepared

to pgovern.

“The Americens had o play vwith the cards that were
dealt out ond they weren't very good cords," one Western
diplonmdt explained, "In Vietnan, notionalism went the Communist
weys Ye saw alob of Vietnamese in the Bouth that are the
yaliﬁi@ai forces in the counbry...they are the bourgooyie, the
landowners, the Catholicse Thoy bﬁl@?ﬁf@}f}thﬁ same ideocs s
we doj we support these people and théy/ud. Bub thece people
in an Asian country in the throes of political-gocicl upheavale

they are not in the nalnsirean.
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Theg're on tho edges--we're supporting them and the melnstrean
is elsevhere~-in the nationolist movenent of the Commmnisto.
The mainstreen cloments gob into the hands of Ho Ohi Minh
in North Viet Mam ond Mao Tse-lung in China, Chiang Kei Shek
didn't hove the mationalist issuei he was helped by the
United Stotes-snd this in turn mede it move likely he'd lose.”
in oxample of the lack of Jjustice and the lack of
equal opportunity is perhaps best reflected in the medical
profescion in Vietnam, vhich one American-cducated Vietnamese
doctor called "The Medical Mafia."” Two elite groups of

doctopce==the Foculty of Vedicine at the University of Saigon
and the privete crganization called the Medical Syndicateww

decide which doctors will bqiliaeaaea for private practice.
Virtually all the nembors ¥8to grouse come from Hanol and

£
o

lfav%@ licenoing only northerners.
sThose seven older-gencration men in the Faculby
of Vedieine are capoble ond dedicated," one Aperican
officiol woriking in medical field explained. "They Just
happan to be particong.s ﬁh@y€ vepresent the old lNMonde:
gystenj they chooove, selectw-and 1imit the leaders of the
future. It's the tradition im the Bast for more theam 1000

years that leaders of the next generation ave elways chosen
by those in power . This gives rise to the mandarin systen
and sn-unw-dc anount of nepotienm.
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The young students are in revolt against this phase of
their culture-~that's why they ﬁamﬁna%r&ﬁa aa t?a shrecto
of sSaigon, We have difficulty placing - S s{aux T84
educated wad@al students if they aven't chosen by this

elite leadeorship; so American aid is re-inforeing the
corruption & nepotion-and financing 16."

After o precence of 10 yea:@,mmanﬁ @i&i&iﬂt@mﬁn@
the largest USAID medicel program in the wertlAnaricen
mffiaiale hﬁr@ still have little influence on Vietnamose
ISR vk S PR SORERIR. (e G doctor

said thgtza medical decree from smerican medical school
atd1l 1 readily recognized in Viet llan,wwmbesime, vhile

on gr the other hand & "parachute degree"--a degree that
is virtually bought with money fron a seconderate medical
sehool in France-is easily seceptoble by the "The Mafia,”

_ "Everyone in Seigon lmows thet medical graduates
fyrom American institutions get the inferior jobs," one
Americon official woriting in the medicel field egplained.

; ~One Vietnhmese medical cpecialist returned to
Viotnan late 1958 with a nedicel degree and professional
license from firsterate Amorican medicel school. Ho brought
with him curglcol cquipment f£mem from the United States
whieh he would use once he set up his oun practice.
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The Customs deparinent seid it was illegal to bring in
the aqu&g@@nt; that he would hove to teke out an import
license--which would toke one years Despite intervention
of American fricndes, h&mgﬁg&éﬁﬁﬁ“gﬁéﬁﬁmenb back to America
and sterted the difficult tesk of getting the noccssary ,
license to practice in Viet Nam. ﬁnfiegg??sgfﬁ buﬁ one
other prectieing opecialist in hie fial@kk But &e was
consigtontly shuffied from office to office; as the time
passed before his licensing, he begen charity work without
feoes to ﬁely persons who otherwise could not be cured.
Tho Medical Syndicate called him iny reprimended him
gsharply for practicing illegally ond threatoned if he did
not stop he would be sent to jail. He stopped; but his
charity pationto--more then 80 of thene-then throatencd Lo
demonstrate on the strcets of Qaigﬂa, waving bamners in
protest. Ho asked them not to do so. Move than two years
aﬂtéw his evrival in Saigon, he st41l has not been licensed--
and has no patients in & countey whafa &i$eaa@ is prevelent.
He's tallting of going to Fiji Islaond to do missionery wori.
mye are the forgotten young men,"” he explained.

nye are never counted by the Mafia."
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The two best hospitels in Seigon arve French
operated--thoy are alsc the most expensive; there is no
good American hospital in Saigon for the Vietnomese
population (althﬁugh in Prance there ave two American-—
operated hospitels in Fronce). Regquests by the American-
operated Seven Day Adventist issionary Hospltal to
expond their 30-bed clinie have repeatedly béaa refuseds
also

Jestern doctors practicing there have RENEANENIS
froquently haakﬁaffﬁﬁulﬁy in gé@ﬁing licencoes toO
practice in Viet Nem, | 7
American officials in Saigon have not effectively
pregsured the Salgon government to corpect "this rot within,®
in the words of a Vietnanese anbi-Conruniety instead they
have superimposed upon "the rot" a spectacular medical
progran ia.ﬁhﬁ provinces, vhich will be discusoed lotor.
nohe Americans think we chould £ight for democracy,”
one young Victnanese intellectual cxpleineds. "But in fact
the Tiet Cong f£ight because of the lack of democracys”
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