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347 G0l~~There now sppears to be 2 distinot military wers In
Viot Sen,
However, seliadls sources hove beileve thot ovan if *hone
viclent, visiblo wilite ¥y notions censed, %he Cormrumdats oould atill
through invisible political subveraion "teke over +he ocountry without
firing & shots™
of the 2% military wars, the firs® is the imoricen snd South
MMQWWMCM%MWWM*
Burming perallel to this war, and of a diffevent dimension and
intensity, however, 48 the guawing guesrills var in the villages without

mmuunmmwwmmmmm They are
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Iut tc win the guerrills war doos not mean %o win Viet Nam,

Conversely, Americen polieymekezs appesr to be attonpting to win
or save Soulth Vietnare-without winning tho guerrilla war ob the svound,

Sotween these iwo seenmingly percdexical wors lice the hoifwraywe
the capability of the Viet Cong guervillias o mmmmmdstan escalato the
e istemaily W ol v
conventionalizing tba“%vw moving into the mcbile warfore phasc in vhich
Viet Cong battalions arve pitched egainct goverpmment hattalions, Some
obscrvern believe they cen maintein their rosition in the guerrills
war withoutus moving inte this mﬁmmimai rhases others Yelieve
they are elready in ithat phose ond mﬁ most intense fighting of ¢

yoit of the internal wmp wzul in the coming montha mevestebcthie

w Thus far, govermment unite in sotploce battles have succoeded
in defesting M Viet Gong a@rmm;zy end often encugh to meke 1t risky
for then to ottorpt] tils w@g boldkR

The twe bdig worpsethe gucrrillas versus hombing roids--appeayr to
be dietinctly end divectly umrelated. The 2orial bombing of lorth Viet Fam
ic ot concidered to force the Hencl regime or the Viet Cong pormidn
to forenke the guerrilla wer, The guorrillas launched mass¥ve sabotoge and
merter roids before the bdombing of Horth Viet Nem—-and may well continue

%o do =0 in spite of the ralds during tho coming months,

Conversely, Amoricen polieymekers dooided to bomb Horth Viet Nam for
reapons other than the guerrills ware-the Torkin Bm Culf incident--and it is
a%i1l unclesr to observers and officiels here vhether they would egoin

lounch retaliatory reids in the future.
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Though these two disteint diséinot wers mm ore considered here to
be directly unrelated, they “om scem to have sn infinite mmber of
indirect inter-relationshipse One of those eppears to be that the
bombing of the North intensified and Wﬁﬁ tha enti-imerdcan
sentimenis vhick the Viet Cong £ use to W fuel the
guerrills way internally, An extension of this ma y be that
the Communints internationally may use these bombing raids to
Suentrvini ) ionite Su%Ye pouﬁam{m wwrs of 1iberetion®
and honoe néxe militarily more guerrills wared  For the DTPINESr
¥ bombing Horth Vietnangs*TT was not WM
anti~fommunist fmericen planes bombing an Asien Commmist country=—
it was also raclelly plmes of & white notion bombing the yellow
rAce.

secondly, as & result of the anti-imerican scts of ssbatoge
and mortar attacks which provoked the bombing, incressed tensions
appeor to be arising between the % extremely security-conscious
Americon community in Saigon and their Vietnsmese allies, There also
sppecred on the day of the first bombing raid FPebuery Tth to be little
coordination or dialogue betvemn American officiels here ond Saigon

militory and gowermment leaders.

Lt. Gen. Hguyen Khenh, commender-in-chioes

of the Vietnamese Armed Forces, for cxemple, M spolke only sovenw

minutes with Presidentisl Assistent : '
%@ Bundy end mmerican Milite
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Commender Cen. William C. Vestmoreland-esm ond the conversation was held
smiyx on 2 hot transport plane in midst of 2 kmivhowedt mortar barraged
airetrips Khanh, though sévecating = "fio North" policy for yeors,
was elearly unhsppy et the way tho decision was reacheds

Thirdly, the pubbidmeim bombing of North Viet Nam did produce
the politieal climate which probably facilitated the forming of a
m&immmmammat%mmmm&ﬂmmfm
Fourth, the bombing reids against the Worth @id increase the morale
of the imerican and Vietnamese trouvpers—-but they did not raise morxale
as much ss the Pleiku and Qui Nhom incidents decrsased it

"I thex Viets Cong oan mmash Pledku in oune night, {hey can get
n the troops in an outposi or disiriot tom
any night they wem#," ome reliable observer noted, "and bombing
North Vietnam isn't much of a comsolation,®

(More)
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It is widely expocted here thot Communists will peact—but the
gaestion io vhen, vhere and in vhet way, One experienced obscrver
believed the decision is cleorly to bo made in Hanoi and the question
wes vhether the North Vietnamose would follow “the smooth Bussian®

tactics or “tho rw@. azm mu@a. ’
to defend North Vietnam in roturn mﬁw qus.em rushing the
gmz‘rilln mfm mmz any mm incidents.

"The Pussien line would be that sE¥FlEN

Horth Vietnamese would still win in the South--but it would toke them
2«3 more years ending at the conference table. But then the FVorth
Vietnrmene would tcke over a prosperous, orderly ecountry,” he
exrlainod,

Fe explrined that the Chinese method, which prosumably the Pussions
would ormose, would be "very rough indeed” with “ohaotic political
confusion® 4nsctead of inviasible subpersion. HNe predicted if Hanod
chose this course the Communists would leunch o two-pronged attack
on the ground south of the seventeenth parallel in both Loos and
South Viet Nam,

"Betwoen dewn and mid=-day, the Communists could easily muster

254000 peasants to merch on provineial eapitals in the northern x&
provinces,” he expleined "and if they mixed A with thom an symed
battalion wo'd never be sble to stop & thom,"
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