(MoRrGAN GANDY)

ABOARD USS KITTY HAYK (UPIS) They tm‘eapm back through
the bla ck olowds of North Vietnen today and, seid ome pilot
"Americe can no longer m back,s It's eithor viatuxw‘ or defeat,"®

Through @ orangeballs of enti=aireraft srtillery and
fiory ground mortsrs, the Amoricem plames raced #m tovards their
militery targets at double the speed of sounds

find, some, 100, did notrpinot turn baclk,

A% Ieasf one Navy jot was vshotdm-mbut American roscue
orews im bomb-laden fighter aireraft held em hour-lomg hit-end-
run dvel with North Victnemese shoreline gummers. The gunmers
mostly lost; the American A=l Skyhavk pilot ma? recovered in good

condition. ;
Stil1l the pilots returned cursing their luck and the muombhem

weathers (Mére Melloy—ED)



first add--morgan gandy--saigon X x x good condition x x .

% 8330, through tho semi~sunshine, the beim
"gtend-down" in the Amoricen airvar in N'rth Vietnam.

*‘!‘brmthim seven days we watched the bombing pause
and we maugi"lit was good," ome mk jetpilot reported, “and
then we v}atahed the news get blacker and blacker when Hanoi
m didn't want peace, We kmew we would have to

sgain im go on the missions we'd rather notr tnot gt’% one "

Andy 80y too for imericae

(More Malloy=--BD)



gecond add--morgan gandy--saigom: x z x for imeyica, X X X

Throughout the day, the gimy<s giant steam catapults

a—————

la mched plane after plene from the four-acre &W
deck of this m-%mr:ﬂ carrier——the ﬂa@hip af tm
Seventh Fleot's strileimp-for triking forco—ig steening s
m twenty five miles north of the ew& sovenrtecnth
parallel st the mouth of the Gulf of % Tonkine, Ome
destroyers the USS Moore, protected the northerm flamk

of the gisnt floating airbase while another, the USS Hubbard,
lapped slong to the esste Aye sister ship, the attack
aireraft carrier the USS Ranger, mﬁs was conducting
gimilar pirstrikes agsinst Nerth Vistnam from another

locations

i A t;;;’;}"!t

‘* ) hn (c I ok WG

“The Cat Qompany"meatai}t men :in green amatshirta—*-

calculsted deep within the bowels of the ship the necessary

steem pressure needed for the smidmemd thick steel oatapu}.ta

to lash off tﬁim the myriads of jot and comventional aircraftess
the droopynosed, double~the-speed-of-sound FFF444 Phantom, the
banana=-shaped A6A Imtruder all-weather attack bomber with
"aompntez:;:we& bombing" equipmeontsee.the needle-nosed i RASC

repeat ﬂﬁc RA5C twin jet recomnaissance sireraft...the

faithful Al skyraider of Koreanm Var vimtage, 80 old the pilots called
‘thm "Spads...the delicate E24 repeat E2A M% ealled the

"Super Pudd" which is a flying radar
station,
Throughout the day, bevies of plames swamre swarmed in the

chtdeal, | “?“m‘& h:lumg m mﬂ&gﬁ



third add=--morgen gondy--saigon : x x x for from anothor locations x x :

The order of ;muzaenf Lyndon BEB Johnson mumxammx to
rosume bombing of North Vietnam was rsoeiveﬂ. on the U3S @
Kitty vk in the ovening of Talidy Sunday, Jamuazy thirty.
Bx)elevam pppmmm, the American pilots were called to their
% "ready rocms" for briefings; by two syem in the chilly
danp ﬁax‘lmess' the specialk recomnaissance airoraft packed
with multi-million wm % radar, electromic hardware
"and exotic black md" were #m@ad °8 a, pralwla to
the lothel mmmy. from m‘m emgm

stiike eiveraft also carry air-to=-air nisgiles with

conventional «mrhaadm Twe neither confimm nox
“5:'""{;, DES 3‘

deny that M nuclear striking capabilities,”

an officisl source explained.

(M6re Malloy—=ED)



fourth add=-morgen gendy-—saigom X X X source explained, 2 x x

~ In ono of the siz air-conditioned ready rooms--the briefing
wj’ lounges—Commonder Royee Willisms, 40, ocommander of the
superaonic Phantom jetsquadron~-deseribed the first missiom
over North Vietnam that left the Kitty Hawk at 8130 ayem.
fie orouched on the floor and fingered his orange
baseball cop with golden letterss The Pighfing (me Fourteoem——

Honorary Aardverk,
_ "This het is a gift from the other mw squedrom=—this briefing room i

¢ sued

"I paxdverdk Heavenm," he explained. "We were
assigned sectors for the bombing raids--and we shared some ' of these
sectors with the Alr Force and plsnes from other ships, @

My squadrom had an assigned area~-to find lucrative targets. I
don't know if we should say it--but we couldan't find the targets.
We went over the targets but because of the weather we weren't
succesaful.ee 50 W@ took our alternate targetet L

. The clossi-olveuit television in the THESE of the Foom
showed more sireraft taking off for North Vietmams other pilots
filed their de-briefing forms and sipped coffee as he talked,

 in/g “Aordvardk Hoavenm,"

(More Malloy==3D)
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fifth add--norgon gandy--saigom xxxaardverdk heaven x x X.

"Wo were mtifieﬁ last night that the bombing raid would be

'r"wp»u-

commenced. This camo as mm surprise and @ was
held secret,” he explaineds "There was morptnot imformation before
thats

I got up at five ayem ayem—-cne thing we all mag_}n 5
sloep—hod o quidk breakfest of my usual oggs and awm@mmag
for the flisht = eye was to lead W I had $0 collect my
flight geor from the other ® squadrom rooms and I had to dash
sround to do thot ond thom we fimiched the bEZE: briefing and

went t0 the sircraft,

“The weather over the target was terrible, with very
lov clowds. This was the absolute mimimum snd we fhé flew
in at fivehunired feet above the ground, agr nission was
armed reconnaissance om raaﬁa and reilroads, but we couldn't
ta that 00 v 1ok curudbmetl’ alternate targote But the
alternate target=--g bridge--wamm't mw It was a
pontoon bridge., Thoy expected we were coming im and they
put it somevhere else,® he moaned.

“We encountered sye normal smoumt of groumdfire-—

I swppose, although this was my first flight into
North Vietname But 4t's vhat I expected~-I was in combat im

Korea, ™
{More Malloy=BD)



gixth add-~-morgan gendy--saigon x x xin Korea X X Xe

He deseribed the groundfire ag medium anti-aircraft artillery

and sutomatic weapons.
1 wouldn't desoribe these flights as routiney," he continued.

"They all depond on the ares and the amoumnt of enemy oppositiom—-
and the other oonsideration is the weather, If we have to go low,

we are within the danger of their guns,

(More Malloy--ED)



seventh add--morgan gendy-—-saigon X z x their gung gun- x x x,

Four decks shmwmy below, the Wt&gﬂb@mw

. mﬂ S s e

ol followed by 'Eﬁ'a

landing jots der
hissing, sereaming jolt as the cabled catapults jerked the
plm@é‘w a ﬁa Jerking halt within several humdred yorde. The

Commandex MMM, 00, Cooky ~~called "tho chiof Ab Arab
end commander of VALl5, known as "The Arabs," desoribed his
rescue operation o save the dommed pilot of the Us S Navy
AAM4 4 Crusader,

"our mission was o fly rescus alert frem 0830 to 1300," he
bogens "I took my picmic lumeh vith me—a nandwich, apple and julco—
and it wes a pionic alright, oy

"We stayed off the coast (of North Vietnam) with the &
amphibuous cireraft, im case there was mm & rescus to be made
over watery and I'd vector him im for the pickup of the m
domed pilotse

"But, in this case, I had jnst giniahaﬁ my pionic and we
had a report tha.t Garfish 407 (the Crusader) was dowm
d om pilot was defimitely in the waters He was
thraug throwing fleres in the weter—about sigkf“ail eighty miles
north of here--and other aireraft from the USS Ranger were flying
cover above him,

(More Malloy~=nD)



eighth sdd-morgan gandy--saigon above hime X x x

"Two of us ;mmmed shead with the smphibious aircraft to
the vieinity of the am”%’ut pilot and his wingnen was civeling
above him and three Al Skyhavks were also circling sbove himy
The ‘amb amphibious eirersft made a quick rum o piek him up end
as he ceme sround to meke & landing we received groumdfire from the
shores It was large exploding shells from the mgﬁ;: three
hundred yords from the aireraft that was picking up the pilots

Wy wingum and T swpsensel the growsifive with owr
rockeots,” Cook comtimuod, flinging off his ovange "Arsb" insigniacd
caps "The three Al's still had ammo om them, oven though they
had been on & strike missiom and they joimed us over the eres
east of Deng Hode

“The Communist gum positions are all over the world.

They hed gum positions slong the beach.”

Home of tth pilots vho flew the missions wanted their
heme addresses t0 be published because "our wives are getting
threatening phone calls at home from the anti~Vietnam

people.” The pilots held the Vietniks in mild % contempte

@ (More—ialboy--ED)
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nigth odd--norgan gendy--seigon " x x x mild contompt X X X

 The heart of the i¥fo alr attask ospabilities of the
" Us Ss Navy Seventh Flbos 'mozvea evound Tasic Force 77 end the
fw o as.rsmi‘f carrviers, the USS X:.tty Havk and the USS Rangor.
: (The third carricr--the & umic q:&e mwleamamm U35 Enterrrise
is currontly in Heng Kong)s
Tus: Foree 77, oconsista of more than thirty ships, ou&ia
‘ consisting of defensive ‘miasile frigates, oruisers, carrviers cmr:rm&
surface $¢ 2ir missiles arnd defm destroyerss The task force

posture kmx covers & civele roughly % several hundred miles in

e S
i

dia moter from the nmEEn
the mx*them provinces of KosuERnR
mrthmma towerds and into the imf renowmed Culf ef Tonking
noar 4he Chinose Comnunist island of Hainane
e dofence imcludes three fimkx vast fluid linos--the

airorsft carricrs end their protecting destroyers, “ghe

p&‘é@m formard rodar picket destroyersy called Tomocats bée?ge
beéau%é they = accné around by themselves 211 micht uwp in the
Gulf of Tompg Tomisin® and then o line of sovoral missile
ships, Six Included in the defonsive positioning are gemeral
purpose anti-submerine fleet destroyers and airersft (no cmemy
- eubmarines have been sighted in the Bnntk China éea)c

.......
L

our ﬁeatrnyerm ore aus‘t &ﬁx generel purposc tin cens

with redar sets on them," one ssilor flipped bla,ﬁaly.
‘  (More Melloy=—ED)




~ tenth add~-nmorgan gondy-—seigon x x x flipped blasely x x X,

patrols v .
Airborne M";; aye twenty four hour aye day basis
of flying eleatronic pars and e¢yos provide anothor shield of
the Wm lagout o:‘ tha Tagk Forges the incoming intelligence

LAl il gl AV
material 13 funnelaﬁ into mm'bia muters so that answers
to specifie questions can bam/ thin o millionth of &

pecond.

"But, nome of this holps to find the individual bamds of

guerrillas filling through the jungle,” ome sailor exploihed.
e

(Bndi t—-ilo1loy—5D)
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