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(This is the first of a three-part series on the multi-faceted

war in South Vietnam, as Vashington~Hanoi pesce talks begin

v 3
e Eoolytiom of
TLE B g

34I60N, APRIL 10~-As the world wmtshag-ﬁ@r high*level peace
e

e

talks on Vietnsm, +the Communists at the rice-roots level ocontinue

to Tuel up their people's wars

iven on the doorstep of Saigon, the Communists are re-orgenizing,

:'y G
molding, =h twisting, bending the suburbanite and psa@an rural

T,
peasntry peasantry to carry forwerd their wer to a more bloody and

bloodier andf fiercer dimension,
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A twoeline Vietnamese Communist jungle is Imeewy racing like a
flash=fire through the population in the provinces outside of gaigong
the English translation of the Jingle is: "Blood will flow in May., Peoce
will come in June."
"The third phase of the war will come soon and the people should
be rendy for it," the Communists are reportedly telling the Vietnamese

peasents and ¥ suburbanites in Gia Dinh province, the donut-shaped
province surrounding saigone

. agnis Tet offensive is a siz-month campaign in 1968, the
Gomuni «atﬂ are reportedly saying. " These six months of nontiéﬁaus
offensive \%”a prepare for the future revolutionary government by the

})@0}1‘1@‘ *
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Relizble sources indicate the Communists are telling the
Vietnamese population in Gia Dinh that t}ie firast phase of the Tet
offensive was the physical attacks upw the citics beginning in
late Januarys the second phase of rocketing and shelling installations

s
has now passedj March is ¢ was the month of f{ preparation for the

fud

/
third phose--and now the third phase, without m description of

the form it would takey is soon to % begine

ss=more reuter
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These developments eppesy to0 be a Vietnamese snaciment of

Hao Tse Tunﬁ*a diatum that "political power comes out of the barrel of

e *w.,,»\

ana mavatainﬁd their gunééalasar to Saigon and other urban centers

have move
without returning to their frontier base areas, relisble sources report,
The Western standard VWestern observation that "the %aignn government does

not have the support of the people,™ already appears g%ﬂp?%ﬂeig;g% %ha

W
zotermnmen government at the rice-roots levalﬂig gither acaemsﬁé%iﬂgfﬂﬂf

in exile because of increased Communist military pressure, or is

accommodsting with the Communists in a sort of atole of co-existence,

or olse hif Beon oulrifht oxeouted strong hard-line enti-Communist
officisls have been exeouted outright, Reliabel Reliable sources report
the Communists ! ape sitempi attempting %u*with some suctess--to chop6

of £ the Vietnsmese govermment's organization and officialdom at the ff%

&5 f
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In other cases where the local Vietnamese government officials

s4i1l administer the edicts of saigom, the population appears to get
caught in & corrs orossfire of vetween contradictary instructions
from the government on the one side and the Communists on the others

tme EmDIe ourrent example is reported by relisble sources

— M PP

to involve the cutting affﬁalm trees around cnnals and streamlets, and
elenring out the brush, where the Communists often sesk COVETs Recently,

‘“iééal government officials in Gia Dinh 9™ province ordered the population

to olesr out these vegetated areas, gince these areas could nol be

defolinted; the Communists countered thiw-ewde by ordering the

people not do it saying _ugetll shoot anyone who daves to cut and clear

this area=—and in particuler do not touch the nipa palm trees because

we have our men in pEme=nd there and they'll shoot you," reliable

sources reports
In Gia Diinh and other grovinsea, all dogs in the villages have

T=oreorouter

~~been ordered to be killed, %o forestall the possibility they will bark

at strengers Ph. the orea —~the Communist traopé?smwpagsing
through the area,  This'practice was also g8 ordered by the Viet Minh

during the Prench Indo~China Wer more than o decaede agos

s=smore reuter 4=
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s
For weeks, the population wjin Gian wa Dinh was also ceught
in tnother sy squeeze play in what amounted to = low-level rice

battle between the govermment and the Communiste. The Communiste
IR PSS R

had farhj ﬁcn the population to seel the sell their rice wmilled

%’»

“to the government, and the government had Torbiddés - BiGinil
- e

the p@urle to v hill the un’ raw'paéé, which would make it edible not only

'1‘109 ]

for themselves, but also for the Communist troops. The Communists
rushed the populztion and the rice millers to protest against the
government, saying their lives were being diarupted." But, the

..

Commun; ta loat this reuﬁgl and then reportedly ordered the D variocus
AT : tmaiaumi»w1
f”maﬁg!mﬁfTo conatruct individual rice grinders from hbrd&n@dﬂgggywsx

enclosed in rattan siding, Evidently, this did not works in esrly
AR,
fprily the Communists advi ed tc aell the pﬁag&nts to 3&11 thazr

:an§§i Vf A government, « ;iﬂﬁgm"zﬁgre was not shortage of rice

in the cities because of the Ame;ican impart prepr@m‘ %S;WVQT, the
peasants were speocifically farbidden tb saII”ﬁ‘”"%ﬁer producf send

any other produce into the oities~=their chickens, pigs, e vegetakigs, e
in order to strangle economically the government-held 87088, Angmgg

nEAETPE -y lacate the worried peasants, the Communists promised. them

- _\_,ﬂ /’4 d

ternment aress ag

that when the Communists attacked the goTSTAmG £o

again, they would capture the American rice warehouses and distribute the

rice freﬂ to the people-—a feat they a performed in the Chinese-held section

02 SPGenDuRivg FRE AT Afpaks.
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In the other eases, however, the Communist policy snd

the govermment'!s execution of its own program a progrems are not in

direct conflict——in fact, they rather compliment eseh other, For exomple,

on the quostion of trenchlines besides dug by e oh family nesr their homos,
The government hos ordered the people not 4o dig trenches in Gia Dinhy

knowing 1t indicates the govermment hos foiled to provide adaus adequnte

security-~but the local offiecials, knowing the population igs afraid, 1% =

lenient in lotting them dig shallow trenches, The communista h v - thon

through propagenda and RO T word~of~mouth messages, hegun a

sort of oivi},dagigﬁe course, advising the people to dig sigzeg trenches,

o
Sy e

&
or I~shupedy or oross-shoped oncsy which offer betier protection.

9till fallowing fhé ﬁovernment's within the govermment's allemnces for

shollow trenches, the Communists have then advised the peshsa peansnts ‘o stook ~

pile benena tree logsy mud and water nesxrby 0 that when fighting brenks cut,
et ————

they cen quickly build siding and & roof above the shallow trenche. The

Communists hove also advised the poople that they should watch for asmoke crenadon,

which sign=l ‘merioan fighte bombing strikes, and run for their holes, then——other

wise they should not worry too much about Americ n b'”Bing and helicopter gunmhips-

==more reuter
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Cormunist monthly ~nd anmnunl produstion taxes in Gion f
Dinh province have alse reportedly jume: jumped in some villages from
fifty to seventy per cent since Tet on th@ﬁurplusa of goods after the™

family's needs and eoxpenses hove been deducteds
.%w:::.“; , v e ‘,.;‘““' ¥

In pmmunistnh%

or contest areas of Gis Dinh, Communist

e e

aéc&ﬁm have begun a&iﬁ" cal ling on the m of government soldiers
and officials, persﬁading or ordering them to hoave their relatives
working for the government "oﬁ?}“aome bagck hﬁ@:home within ten days or
you will he pumished." The pufiohmen form of punishment vas not .
deseribed, roliable sources rejort, ond some leewny was given for

explenations if the femily fm failed to carry out the order.

==lol'e reuter
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However, "Americsn #¥ agents apying on the peoplef=—the

revelutionary development cadre, provineial recomneigsance units and

gensua ¢riovence tesam members——are to ba “ahot without diseug ion", the
Communicis hove stuted, oocording to raliable ouroea, fﬁ% as a GonsCluUENGe,
some of these cperating even in }?CVlﬂOi 1 towns have begun sleerping in a
different house cnch nighte In some of the poemlyhfefeﬁ ed division headquarter
citics, =lso, government oivil servents, otill ﬂh&ﬁk up after the Tot

atiock ~né informed of Communi«t orders, ore also known to /= hide out et

nicght in éiff@raaﬁ homese

In Cis Dinh, familles of ﬁééiet and village officials have been

told by the Communigsts that their relatlives should resign from Eﬁﬁir government
peet and Bu return hcmdntzgf not’ ﬁh@ officisl will be killeé%«iif he doosy

he will be granted s "guarantee ol gafety" by the Communisis wi thout

any discussion of him past asctivities for the governments or "hisg orimes against

the poorle," As o conscguencel, an estimetied seventy per cent of the

government's hamlet and vill»we pfficirls are congidered "operating in exile,"

AL R
refucing to live in their ﬂ@,afﬂed5 particulerliy at nitht; some return to te

their ascigned areas during thﬁ dﬂj; J*cmo %;”Mjf,* up their village office

T

several mﬂﬂbm miles away in thv diatrict headquartergh sources report.
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Yherover possible in Gia Dinhy, the Communiste eetablizhed o
months before 4hs Tet offensive a peop le—peti portering syctem, with
very precise orgaeniz-tion and regulatimnsgwwﬂwginna Tety mouth-to-mouth
propag: nua, ag well as Hadio Hanol and Liberation Radio have praiaed
the people who acted as porters dnring tha,p their acuntryuwidefﬁ?fpﬁsive.

The Communiste have ordered thot any family with five or nore
persons-~men or women or children-——between the ages 15 to 50 should make
available two persons eagh ak; night that the cadre asks for porter helps
‘ny fomily with four paracns or fewer in the same age grouping should

contribute the morvices of one member of the femilys

smore reuter
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= T .
These meny womeny or @i children # have been instruciecd to

be in their homes follewing the 6 peme curfewy, and are to be or call,

tec work

in six-hour shifts, @e either from 6 p.mes to midnight or from

5N
: S y ol f 4
arc g guided by a lizison 2 g; nt =ond ars not told where they m,

after carrying the supplies
up and 1eapfrogg t

V:uh ers A hwe been apecifically ordered that they onn not hire
T D e
anyone %S*M for *ahem; *you must do this yourself to contribute

to the revolutionary c&uaa," relieble sources reports

==more reuter



yy lip .
o
people IT (normsss/deepe)

In orgnnizing this people-p8FiL POMY portering system, the

Communists have reportedly lﬁ? laid out very precise regulatlons.

iz{'

For example, women are given lighter loads~-generall a 22-pound case

of ammunition. Men, whether 15 or 50, are ifSTPEOTe instructed to

carry roughly 50-pound loads——four AK=4T7's or AK-50's hidden under

a stack of rice straw, carried on their bR backs, Or each person,
\ ,M——u-w"’

men or womeén, is assigned two 60 mme morter rounds or B=40 rocket rounds.

Heovier and longer 122 mme. rocket si®TS shells are carried by two persons

per shell.
These porteri xﬁg crews, maximum of 50 persons per crew, have been

e traditional black-pajema costume

instructed to weasr BIE
and to welk along the top of a dike nesr t#E foliage ¢ covering in
pter b@ gjtmthps,

the areca, I+ they hear American fighter aircraft or helic

W

or if they become ilTimi illumin-ted with AMSTICEh ha.gh—poworea ff‘l?:ms,

the “\cm,c,rr cre ordered to drop down on L top of the dike, and form

W configuration of the K¥ dikes,
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“If by chence an a%® airgl&nﬁ awoops down ~nd just storts sheoting
at you, Just take it," the Communists hove reportedly told the villagerss.
"o ono i~ to move; no one is %o braak4thev1;99,- Even if you're hit;
don't brosk the line., Igf you doy ycﬁkégﬂ'ﬁgﬁfgggiahad.“

(Henks I hod 1ntended to gquery you about this thres=p: rt series
on the operstion plece, bul the milltory didn't relense tHIS operatiom
until todrys It wes supposed to be relenced Mondnyy I thot nte Anyhow,
T've tried to put im a series the three nojor components of the situntion
here, since we caun't cover negotintions. Next plooce will be on Communint
militory atrotesy countrywide, based on my weckend 1ntarvie§s, which I
mentioned in my lettor-memo to yau. Third wrtiole, is Thiou and Vietn'mene

roliticnl =ides But, these &Bn’%Mﬁﬂﬁ@;tawﬁamrun en-o-9oF 6on be run

geparately, though I think: the serics glves more of o frameworke Itve
gotten some high-level quotes on Khe sSanhy, but am weiting for our weekly
militory briefings which was supposcd to be Tuendny, but now in Thursdoye
s0s I'11 file Ehe sanh interpre%iva Thuredny, s ﬁell ag 6& seocnd article

’ﬂ"’

and some foous pieses over the weckends Regards Bev)s -

=zend reuter
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